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Advertifement. 

IN  Order  that  Truth  may  have  its  Force,  and 
that  the  Reader  may  judge  with  what  deferved 
Reputation  the  Author  of  the  Letters  to  the  Peo¬ 
ple  of  England ,  has  carried  himfelf  through  the 
arduous  Talk;  and  that  his  Enemies  fhould  not 
fuppofe  him  guilty  of  mifreprefenting  what  they 
have  advanced  for  their  Defence;  he  has  care-' 
fully  copied  from  that  Piece  (The  Conduit  of  the 
Mini  fry  impartially  examined J  whatever  is  necef- 
fary  to  enable  the  Reader  to  make  a  fair  Judgment, 
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FIFTH  LETTER 

B  Y  T  H  E 

Author  of  FOUR  former  Lett e  r  s 

T  O  T  H  E 

People  of  England. 

In  which  fome  new  Lights  are  thrown  on  particular 
Affairs;  with  an  Answer  to  a  Court  Pamphlet, 
intitled,  The  Conduff  of  the  Miniftry  impartially  examined. 

BEFORE  I  take  Notice  of  the  perfonal  Attacks 
upon  me  in  the  introductory  Part  of  your 
Defence  of  the  Miniftry,  I  fhall  examine  the 
Juftnefs  of  your  Arguments  in  their  Behalf ;  how 
well  you  have  executed  your  Attempt ;  how  impar¬ 
tially  you  have  adhered  to  Truth;  and  what  Degree 
of  Credit  ought  to  be  paid  to  that  which  you  have 
written.  I  fhall  then  leave  it  to  our  Readers  to  de¬ 
cide,  whether  the  Afperfions  you  have  fo  liberally  be¬ 
llowed  upon  me  may  not,  with  more  Equity,  be  re¬ 
torted  upon  yourfelf ;  whether  you  or  I  appear  to  be 
moft  like  the  Thief  and  Knave ;  and  whether  you  do 
not  refemble  a  fubborn  d  Evidence ,  in  favour  of  a  Cri¬ 
minal  your  Accomplice*  in  fupporting  the  M - rs9 

•  Let  not  our  own  Paflions,  much  lefs  the  Paflions  of  fuch  In¬ 
cendiaries  (who  write  Letters  to  the  Public,  in  the  fame  View  their 

lefs  criminal  Brothers  do  to  private  Men - that  they  may  eat) 

inflame  and  miflead  us.  Let  us  not  adopt  that  Unifier  Zeal  for 
the  common  Welfare,  which  fometimes  vents  itfelf  in  vague,  but 
furious  Declamations;  fometimes  in  a  malignant  Joy  at  public, 
though  inevitable  Misfortunes  ;  and  is  ever  dealing  forth  half 
Truths,  diminilhed,  or  exaggerated,  as  may  beflferve  thepiefent 
Purpofe  of  Malice,  or  Levity,  or  Revenge,  or  of  all  together. 
Thefe  Volunteers  in  Scandal,  thefe  little  Drawcanfirs,  who  arc 
ever  railing  at  their  Betters,  only  becaufe  they  dare  do  it,  were 
never  more  numerous  in  any  Age  or  Country, 
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more  than  I  do  a  common  Incendiary  In  the  Fourth 
Letter  to  the  People  of  England.  After  having  finifh- 
ed  your  introductory  Leaves,  where  you  fay,  in  the 
laft  Paragraph  of  the  eighth  Page  (how  truly  I  (hall 
fhew  hereafter)  u  That  you  intend  neither  Panegy- 
“  ric  nor  Abufe,  but  the  Caufe  of  your  Country  only, 
“  islcP  You  then  begin,  “  But  before  I  enter  up- 
«  on  this  Talk,  give  me  Leave  to  take  fome  little 
<c  Notice  of  a  Pamphlet  which  has  been  juft  now  put 
“  into  my  Hands  ;  and  which  I  am  told  has  met  with 

Attention  from  the  Public,  on  account,  I  imagine, 
“  of  the  Fads  it  is  fuppofed  to  contain  ;  for  furely,  if 
44  I,  who  am  no  Author,  may  venture  to  pronounce 
4C  on  the  Stile  and  manner  of  Writing,  both  are  be- 
“  low  Criticifm,” 

Indeed  you  may  venture  to  pronounce  any  thing, 
who  have  pronounced  the  Abfurdities  which  fhall  be 
lhewn  in  the  following  Page?  ;  but  as  a  Sample  of 
our  Stiles,  let  our  Readers  compare  what  you  have 
tranfcribed  from  the  Fourth  Letter ,  with  what  is  to  be 
found  in  your  own,  and  then  decide. 

You  then  fay,  u  The  charge  opens  againft  the 
cc  Miniftry,  or  rather  againft  Truth  and  Matter  of 
“  Fact,”  and  clofe  the  Paragraph  with  faying,  my 
own  Words  will  fhew  me  in  the  true  Colours  of  a 
Libeller,  which  you  quote,  u  In  the  Year  One  thou- 
44  fand  Seven  hundred  and  Forty-nine  or  Fifty,  fome 
44  American  Traders,  Subjeds  of  the  King  of  Great 
44  Britain ,  travelled  to  the  Borders  of  the  Ohio ,  to 
44  traffic  with  the  Natives  of  thofe  Parts  ;  this  being 
44  known  to  the  Canadian  French ,  Meffengers  were 
44  difpatched  to  acquaint  them,  that  unlefs  they  with- 
“  drew  from  their  Matter’s  Territories,  their  Effeds 
<c  would  be  confifcated,  and  themfelves  carried  toPri- 
“  fon  at  Quebec-,  this  Meflage  the  Traders  thought 
cc  fit  to  obey,  and  withdrew  in  Confequence  of  it. 

u  The  fucceeding  Seafon  another  Company  of 
u  Britijh  Subjeds  came  to  trade  on  the  Ohio  :  and  not 
4<  withdrawing  on  a  like  Meflage  with  the  former, 
u  their  Goods  were  confifcated,  and  themfelves  car- 
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u  r;ed  Prifoners  to  Quebec,  from  whence  they  were 
“  brought  to  Rochelle  in  France  ,  and  still  de- 
«  tained  in  Prison.”  By  printing  thefe  Words  in 
Capitals,  I  fu'ggeft  you  conceived  I  meant  detained 
in  Prifon  when  I  wrote  the  Fourth  Letter  ;  here  you 
exhibit  a  very  glaring  Proof  of  neither  underftanding 
Senfe  nor  Grammar :  were  brought  to  Rochelle  and  were 
{fill  detained  in  Prifon,  that  is  at  their  Time  of  land¬ 
ing  in  France ,  is  the  manifeft  Senfe  of  thefe  Words  ; 
otherwife  I  fhould  have  faid  were  brought  and  are  ftill 
detained;  that  they  were  detained  in  Prifon,  you 
yourfelf  confefs  by  the  firft  Letter  from  Lord  Albe¬ 
marle  to  Lord  Holderneffe.  Thus  then  this  firft  Re¬ 
mark  of  yours,  fo  diftinguifhed  by  Capitals,  returns 
with  Shame  upon  yourfelf.  You  then  proceed,  “  Not 
“  confcious  of  having  violated  the  Laws  of  Nations, 
“  or  traded  on  any  Ground  to  which  the  Ring  of 
“  Great  Britain  had  not  an  undoubted  Right,  they 
“  remonflrated  to  the  Bntijh  Miniftry,  inffjled  upon 
being  claimed  as  Bntijh  Subjects,  and  honourably 
“  difcharged  from  Prifon,  as  Perfons  unoffending 
“  the  Laws  of  Nations;  nay,  they  entertained  the  ho- 
“  nourable  Hopes  of  Englijhmen ,  that  the  Miniftry  of 
“  England  would  not  ceafe  to  demand  an  Indernnifica- 
«  don  for  the  Lots  of  that  Merchandize,  which  had 
“  been  unjuftly  taken  from  them,  and  Reparation 
“  for  the  lnfult  and  long  Imprifonment  of  their  Per- 
“  fons.  Expedations  becoming  Men  who  value  their 
“  Liberties,  Properties,  and  Nation’s  Honour  :  In 
“  this  they  were  deceived ,  the  true  Spirit  of  an  Englifh 

“  M - r  no  longer  dwelt  among  ft  us” 

Now,  Sir,  I  imagine  that  the  Parts  of  this  Paflage 
diftinguifhed  by  Italics,  are  thole,  againft  which, 
you  except ;  otherwife  you  really  forget  to  tell  us 
what  particularly  gives  you  lo  much  Offence.  Let 
me  fee  then,  whether  the  Truth  of  this  cannot  be 
made  out  by  the  very  Letters  which  you  have  quoted 
as  authentic.  In  the  firft  Letter,  my  Lord  Albemarle 
writes  to  Lord  Holderneffe ,  44  In  the  Month  of  Novem- 
<><•  her  I  received  a  Letter  from  three  Perfons,  figning 

46  themfelves 
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“  themfelves  John  Patton,  Luke  Erwin,  and  7 boms 
<t  Bourke\  reprcfenting  to  me  that  they  were  Englijh- 

<;  Zl‘'  pWhr°  hfd  Dern  br0l^ght  ro  Rochelle'  and  put 
into  Pnfon  there,  from  whence  they  wrote  :  having 

„  fe"takCn  !)y  the  Frencb  Sub)eds>  who  Seized  their 
Effects  as  they  were  trading  with  the  Englifh,  and 

t<  otner  Indians,  on  the  River  Ohio,  and  carried  them 
Pri  (oners  to  Quebec ;  from  whence  they  have  been 
ent  ov  et  to  Rochelle ,  where  they  are  hardly  ufed  ” 
TEll  me  then,  is  it  a  Violation  of  Truth  to  fay, 
this  Letter  fent  by  thefe  Men  to  the  Embaffador,  was 
a  Remonffrance  to  the  Britijb  Minfiry  ?  That  they 
inf, fuel  upon  being  claimed,  and  that  they  entertained 

the  honourable  Hopes  of  Englifhmen  that  the  M _ v  of 

England  would  not  ceafe  to  demand  an  Indemnification-, 

I  fay  does  not  this  Letter,  written  by  them,  prove 
the  Tiuth  of  what  I  affirmed,  tho'  Lord  Albemarle 
does  not  exprefs  it  in  that  Manner  to  the  Secretary  of 
taie  is  that  a  Proof  it  was  not  in  their  Letter  to  his 

Lord  (hip  ?  Is  not  this  Confeffion  of  fuch  a  Letter  • 
equal  to  all  1  aflert  ?  y 

Farther,  being  at  Paris  at  that  Time,  I  knew  it 
to  be  to,  and  will  now  tell  you  the  Reafon  for  their 
writing  ,n  that  Manner:  They  had  been  in  Prifon 
almoff  two  Years  from  their  firft  Captivity;  and  tho’ 
Rc monff ranees  had  been  repeatedly  made  on  that 

’  /T  xr  AZr[T  t0  the  M - r  in  England, 

(Ih.imeful  NegleA ')  no  Notice  had  been  taken  of 

the  jmpnfonment  of  our  Britifh  Subjeds,  to  the  Court 

o  rrance,  by  that  of  England.  This  it  was  which 

determined  them  to  apply  to  Lord  Albemarle,  and 

lee,c  their  Liberty  that  Way.  And  as  to  the  Indemni- 

Za  il!l  f°r  thc'  Lofs  of  that  Merchandize,  it  is  plain 
t,ic  M  y  have  ceafed  from  demanding  it,  nay  that 
mey  never  demanded  it  at  all,  unlefs  barely  naming 
me  Word  demand,  and  then  relinquishing  all  Right  to 
can  be  denominated  u  IDenmnd. 

Now  where  is  the  Abfurdity  or  Fallhood,  in  ffiyina  ' 
thele  were  deceived,  and  that  the  true  Spirit  of  alt 
ruighhi  ivlinifter  no  longer  dwelt  amongft  m.  ‘If  it  had, 

would 
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would  he  not  have  infifted  on  receiving  Reparation 
for  the  Infult  on  this  Nation  ;  Indemnification  for  the 
Merchandize  unjuftly  taken;  and  Satisfaction  to  thofi 
who  had  been  illegally  imprifoned  ?  And  all  thefe  be¬ 
ing  never  obtained,  how  much  fhort  is  it  of  a  De- 
monftration  that  the  Men  were  difeharged  on  a  Re - 
queft,  and  not  on  a  Demand?  or  wherefore  did  the 
M — rs  relinquifh  Claim  to  the  other  three  Demands , 
if  the  Subjects  of  England  were  releafed  in  Confe- 
quence  of  a  Demand?  fince  the  French  in  giving  them 
Liberty  on  fuch  a  Remonftrance?  muft  have  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  Englijh  Right  to  the  other  three  Articles, 
■Wherefore  then  did  the  M — r  negled  the  latter,  if 
ihe  former  were  not  fet  at  Liberty  in  Confequence  of 
a  Requeft . 

You  then  continue  to  quote  u  The  Ambaflador 
<c  at  Paris  infiead  of  demanding  thofe  Subjects  of  his 
<c  Mafter ,  as  Men  unjuftly  held  in  Prifon ,  and  Repara - 
tion  for  the  Wrongs  they  had  received ,  was  ordered 
by  the  Miniflry  to  folicit  as  a  Favour  from  the  Court 
€C  of  France  the  Difcharge  of  them,  only  acknowledg- 
ct  ing  their  Offence. 

In  Support  of  this  latter  Part  only,  you  can  quote 
the  Letters  from  Lord  Albemarle  to  Lord  Holder nejfe^ 
and  Part  of  a  Memorial  delivered  to  Mr.  Rouille , 
Nov/,  Sir,  when  I  faid  that  Lord  Albemarle  had 
never  demanded  thefe  Men  and  their  Effects,  it  could 
not  be  underftood  that  1  meant  to  fay  he  had  not 
afked  to  have  them  releafed  ;  becaufe  the  Men  were 
releafed.  All  that  could  be  meant  then,  was  that 
thefe  Men  were  not  releafed  in  Confequence  of  a  De- 
tnand ,  but  of  a  Requeft.  And  if  this  appear  to  be; 
true,  tho’  the  ftridt  Expreflion  in  Lord  Albemarle's 
Letter  *  puts  it  in  the  Light  of  a  Demand ;  yet  the 
Circumftances  of  the  Cafe  fpeak  againft  it ;  and  i 

have 

*  ExtraCl  of  a  Letter  from  the  Ear l  of  Albemarle  to  the  Earl  of 

Holderneire 

26th  February,  1 
8th  March,  £  l752- 

“  I  am  now  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that  I  faw  Moniieur 
Rouille  Yeftei'day  ,  and  that  having  drawn  up  a  Note  of  the 

“  federal 
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n&ve  not  violated  the  Truth.  Befides,  the  French 
Memorial  of  Juftification,  given  to  all  the  Courts  of 

Europe 9 

“  federal  Complaints  I  had  received  Orders  to  make  of  La  Jonquiere’* 
“  Conduct,  1  delivered  it  to  him,  and  told  him,  in  general,  the 
“  Contents  of  it;  inftfling  on  the  Neceffity,  for  preierving  the 
u  good  Undemanding  betwixt  his  Majefty  and  the  raoft  Chriftian 
“  King,  of  fending fuch  pofitive  Orders  to  all  the  Governors,  as 
“  might  effettually  prevent ,  for  the  future,  any  fuch  Encroach- 
“  ments  on  ins  Majefly’s  c Territories ,  and  committing  fuch  Violences 
u  on  his  Subjects ,  as  had  been  done  in  the  pall. 

“  I  added  to  my  Remonftrance,  that  I  hoped  they  would  be 
taken  into  Confideration  quickly  ;  that  he  might  be  able  to 
give  me  an  Anfwer  next  Week,  or  as  foon  afterwards  as  he 
4‘  polfibly  could.  1  his  Minifler  told  me,  he  would  ufe  his  beft 
“  Endeavours  for  that  Purpoie  ;  allured  me  it  was  the  Intention 
“  of  his  Court  to  prevent  any  Difputes  arifing,  that  might  tend 
4<  to  alter  the  prefent  Correfpondence  between  the  two  Nations; 
“  and  that  I  might  depend  upon  fuch  Orders  being  fent  to  their 
4<  Governors  accordingly, 

“  Of  the  three  Men  1  mentioned  to  your  Lordfhip  in  my  Letter 
4‘  of  laft  Week,  that  had  been  brought  Prifoners  from  Canada  to 
4<  Rochelle,  r whom  1  fent  for  to  come  to  Paris ,  two  of  them  are 
4<  arrived,  and  the  third  is  cone  to  London.  I  will  take 
“  fuch  Informations  from  them  as  may  be  neceffary  for  my  own 
4‘  Inftrudtion,  to  fupport  their  receiving  Satisfaction  for  the  Injuries 
4‘  that  have  been  done  them.’1 


franflation  of  Part  of  the  Memorial  delivered  by  Lord  Albemarle  t$ 
Mr.  Rouille,  on  the  yth  of  March,  1752. 
f  As  to  the  Fort  which  the  French  have  undertaken  to  build 
on  the  river  Niagara,  and  as  to  the  fix  Englifhmen  who  have  been 
made  Prifoners  ;  Lord  Albemarle  is  ordered  by  his  Court  to  demand, 
that  the  mojl  exprefs  Orders  be  fent  to  Mr.  de  la  Jonquiere,  to  defijl 
from  fuch  unjufl  Proceedings ,  and  in  particular  to  caufe  the  Fort  above 
mentioned ,  to  be  immediately  razed ;  and  the  French  and  others  ill 
their  Alliance,  who  may  happen  to  be  there,  to  retire  forthwith  : 
As  likewife  to  Jet  the  Six  Englifhmen  at  Liberty ,  and  to  make  them 
ample  Satisfaction  for  the  Wrongs  and  Loffes  they  have  fuffered  ; 
and  lallly,  that  the  Perfons  who  have  committed  thefe  Exceffes, 
be  Punifhed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  ferve  for  an  example  to  thofe, 
who  might  hereafter  venture  on  any  like  Attempt. 

j-  Quant  a  la  Fortielfe  que  les  Francois  ont  enterpris  de  con-  * 
ftruire  fur  la  Riviere  Oniagra,  et  aux  fix  Anglois  qui  ont  ete  ar- 
retes,  IVly lord  Albemarle  ell  charge  par  fa  Gourde  demander,  que 
des  Orders  de  plus  ex  pres  foient  envoyes  a  Mr.  de  la  Jonquiere  de 
fe  defiller  des  Procedes  aufli  injuflcs;  et  particulierement  de  faire 
rafer  immediatement  la  Fortrelfe  dont  il  eft  queflion,  et  de  faire 
retirei  les  Francois,  ou  autres  Peuples,  leur  Allies,  qui  s’y  trou- 
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Europe,  and  printed  fince  the  writing  the  Fourth  Let¬ 
ter ,  Hates  the  Affair  as  I  relate  it,  in  Confequence  of 
a  Requeji  *.  Thus  then  the  Word  of  one  M— r,  fup- 
pofingjy0//r  Letter  to  be  authentic,  (lands  diredlly  againft 
another,  and  ought  to  be  equally  regarded;  only 
this  is  to  be  remarked,  that  your  inferting  the  Copy 
of  this  Letter  never  yet  printed  and  avowed  to  be 
genuine,  is  not  equal  to  the  Evidence  of  the  Authen¬ 
ticity  of  that  Memorial  printed  in  all  the  Dutch  and 
other  Gazettes,  and  figned  by  the  French  Minifters, 
particularly  as  our  M—rs  have  never  made  any  Reply 
to  prove  the  Falihood  of  the  AflTertion  in  that  Memo¬ 
rial.  So  far  then,  the  Argument  is  in  my  Favour* 
that  thefe  Prifoners  were  never  demanded.  Let  me 
now  endeavour  at  fome  collateral  Proofs  to  fuftain  the 

Truth  of  what  I  have  afferted. 

First  then,  if  the  Prifoners  had  been  releafed  on 
a  Demand ,  why  did  our  M—rs  difcontinue  to  demand 
the  Indemnification  for  our  Subjects,  and  Reparation 
for  the  Infult  on  the  Britijh  Crown,  both  which  they 
ceafed  to  claim  after  the  Releafe  of  the  Prifoners, 

veroient :  Comme  aufli  de  faire  rendre  aux  fix  Anglois  et  leur 
Liberte  et  une  ample  Reparation  des  Torts  et  des  Pertes  qu’on  leur 
a  fait  fouffrir.  Et  enfin,  qui  les  Perfonnes  qui  ont  commis  ces 
Exces  foient  punis  d’une  Manniere  a  fervir  d’Example  a  ceux  qui 
auroient  envie  a  l’avenir  de  faire  une  Pareille  tentative. 

*  Le  Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere  avoit  envoye  ces  quatre  Anglois  en 
France.  Detenus  quelque  temps  prifonniers  a  la  Rochelle,  ils  implo- 
rent  la  protection  de  Mylord  Albemarle,  alors  Ambafladeur  d’  An¬ 
gle  t  err  e.  Ce  Seigneur  folicite  leur  liberte  fans  fe  plaindre  du  motif  qui  lei 
en  aprivez.  S.lvi.  Tres -Chretienne  ordonne  qu’ils  foieneelargis,  leur 
fait  meme  donner  quelque  argent,  &  Mylord  Albemarle  en  re- 
mercie  le  Miniftre  de  la  Marine,  comme  d’une  grace  que  lui  eit 

perfonnelle.  En  1751.  f  „  . 

f  The  Marquis  de  la  jonquiere  had  fent  the  four  Englijb  Men  to 

France ,  detained  fome  Time  at  Rochelle ,  they  implored  the  Pi o- 
te&ion  of  my  Lord  Albemarlei  then  Embaffador.  from  England . 
This  Lord  follicited  their  Liberty,  without  complaining  of  the 
Reaion,  why  they  were  deprived  of  it.  His  molt  Chriltian  Ma- 
jelty  ordered  them  to  be  enlarged,  and  even  caufed  a  Sum  of  Money 
to  be  given  them  ;  and  my  Lord  Albemarle  thanked  the  Mmilter 
of  the  Marine  for  it,  as  a  favour  done  hirafelh  , 
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tho’  two  Years  expired  between  that  Time  and  the 
committing  Hodilities  againd  France  ?  Had  we  not 
an  equal  Claim  to  all,  fince  thefo  Particulars  were 
founded  on  equal  Juftice?  Had  the  Subjects- been 
releafed  on  a  Demand ,  as  you  affert,  the  Merchan¬ 
dize  mud  have  been  reftored  alfo  ;  Is  it  unreafonable 
then  to  conclude,  fince  neither  the  Infult  has  been  ac¬ 
knowledged,  nor  the  Effects  reftored  or  paid  for ,  that 

the  Prifoners  were  not  fet  at  Liberty  on  a  Demand? 

In  farther  Support  of  this,  I  mud  remark,  that  Lord 
Albemarle  received  the  Letter  from  thefe  Prifoners  in 
November ,  and  that  his  Letter,  giving  an  Account 
of  their  Imprifonment,  was  in  March ,  at  lead  three 
Months  after.  Was  my  Lord  Albemarle  all  this  while 
filent  on  this  Head  to  his  Court  ?  If  he  was,  how 
will  he  bejudified  as  an  Embaffador  in  his  Duty  to¬ 
wards  the  Subjects  of  England?  or  the  M — rs  judi- 
fied  in  the  Choice  of  fo  negligent  a  Man  ?  But  I  am 
apt  to  believe,  as  he  fays,  whether  he  had  mentioned 
it  to  his  Court  or  not  before,  that  he  had  demanded  the 
Releafe  of  the  Prifoners  and  the  Redoration  of  their 
EfFedts,  it  that  can  be  called  a  Demand  of  the  M — r, 
before  he  wrote  of  it.  to  his  Court,  and  foon  after  he 
knew  the  Affair.  But  you  fee  that  this  Releafe  of 
the  Prifoners  only ,  was  not  comply’d  with  in  March , 
and  the  Redoration  of  the  Effects  at  no  Time;  this 
Demand  then,  if  made,  had  no  EffeCt  on  the  French . 

Our  Embaffador  fays,  in  the  Beginning  of  the 
fecond  Paragraph  of  his  fird  Letter,  “  I  find  by  the 
cc  Paper  your  Lordfhip  has  font  me,  thefe  three  Per- 
<c  fons  are  of  the  Number  of  thofe  demanded  by  Mr. 

Clinton ,  and  named  in  Mr.  De  la  Jonquiere's  Let- 
“  ter.  Now,  Sir,  unlefs  you  tell  me  what  Orders 
accompanied  this  Paper,  I  mud  dill  infid  that  thefe 
Prifoners  were  never  demanded ;  or,  which  was  all  I 
meant,  and  all  that  has  been  underdood  by  it,  never 
releafed  in  Confequence  of  a  Demand ,  but  a  Requefl. 

His  Lordfhip  adds  alfo  in  this  Letter,  “  next 
“  Tue (day  I  will  reprefent  the  Cafe  to  Mr.  St.  Conteft.” 
But  does  this  prove  he  did  it,  for  you  hear  no  more 

of 
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of  it  ?  He  fays  in  the  next  Letter,  of  March  8,  that 
he  had  feen  Mr.  Rouille ,  and  given  his  Paper  of  Com- / 
plaints,  which  confift  (as  quoted  in  the  Memorial  by 
you,  fee  p.  8.)  of  demanding  exprefs  Orders  to  be  fent 
to  De  la  Jonquiere ,  to  defift  from  fuch  unjuft  Proceed¬ 
ings,  and  in  particular  to  caufe  the  Fort  at  Niagara 
to  be  razed,  and  the  French  to  retire  ;  as  likewife  to 
fet  the  fix  Englijhrnen  at  Liberty,  and  to  make  them 
ample  Satisfaction  for  their  Lofles  and  Wrongs  ;  and 
for  the  punifhing  the  Perfons  who  had  committed 
thefe  Exceffes. 

But  does  ajking  a  Thing  by  one  Man  prove  it  to 
be  granted  by  another?  on  the  contrary,  Time  has 
fhewn  us,  that  not  a  fingle  Article  of  thefe  Demands 
has  ever  been  comply  d  with  ;  the  Fort  of  Niagara 
remains  untouched  to  this  Hour  ;  the  other  three  Men 
in  Canada  were  never  releafed.  The  fame  Conduct 
has  been  purfued  in  America ,  by  the  French ,  and  no 
Satisfaction  made  for  Lofs  of  EffeCts  and  Liberty  to 
the  Prifoners,  or  Lofs  of  Honour  to  the  Crown  :  and 
the  Court  appears  to  be  fatisfied  with  that  vague  and 
indefinite  Anfwer  which  Mr.  Rouille  gave  our  Am- 
baffador,  That  he  would  ufe  his  be  ft  Endeavours  for  that 
Purpofe  \  that  it  was  the  Intention  of  their  Court  to  pre¬ 
vent  Difputes  ;  and  that  we  might  depend  upon  fuch  Or¬ 
ders  being  fent  to  their  Governors  accordingly . 

W  as  this  an  Anfwer  which  ought  to  have  fatisfied 

a  M - — r ;  and  yet  on  this  he  has  all  along  refted, 

though  things  continued  asjuftly  to  be  complained  of 
as  before  ;  and  though  Lord  Albemarle  faid  he  would 
examine  the  two  Men  which  came  to  Paris ,  in  order 
to  fupport  their  receiving  Satisfaction ,  was  it  ever  done  ? 
It  was  not.  And  the  Reafon  for  it  was,  that  our 

M - r  at  home,  by  means  of  the  French  Ambaffador 

in  London ,  had  obtained,  as  a  Requeft ,  the  Releafe  of 
thefe  three  Men,  and  given  up  all  Claim  to  the 
EffeCts  and  other  Things  which  were  mentioned  in 
the  Memorial.  Wherefore  Lord  Albemarle ,  in  confe- 
quence  of  Orders,  defifted  from  endeavouring  to  ob¬ 
tain  an  Indemnification  for  the  Britifh  Subjects. 

B  a 


Now, 
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Now,  Sir,  will  an  unprejudiced  Man  believe,  in 
confequence  of  what  you  have  laid  down,  and  of  the 

M - r’s  Letters,  unauthenticated ,  that  the  Priloners 

were  difcharged  in  compliance  to  a  Demand ,  which 
has  never  been  complied  with  in  the  other  Particulars 
depending  on  the  fame  Caufe  of  Complaint  againft 
French  Injuftice?  or  from  what  I  have  faid,  and  the 

French  Manifefto  fign’d  by  their  M - rs,  unreply'd 

to  by  the  Court  of  England ,  that  the  Relealement  was 
made  in  Conlequence  of  a  Requejl?  Let  me  now 
again  adz  you,  It  our  Sovereign’s  Rights  and  our  Pri¬ 
vileges  were  not  lhamefully  invaded  ?  Were  not  the 
Lands  on  the  Ohio  confels’d  to  belong  to  the  King  of 
France  ?  were  not  the  Frenchified  in  imprifoning  our 
Fellow-fubjedts  and  confifcating  their  Goods,  by  this 
tame  Behaviour  of  the  B—Jh  M— r.  You  then  add, 
that  I  affert  that  the  «  M— r’s  timidly  befeeching  as  a 
“  Favour  what  he  had  aRight  to  demand  asjuftice  from 
“  the  French,  has  given  that  Nation  a  better  Foundation 
“  to  the  Claim  on  the  Ohio."  And  who  is  there  that 
does  not  join  in  this  Alfertion  ?  And  then  you  lay,  in 
about  fifteen  Lines  lower,  “  He  alferts  again,  That 
“  the  Timidity  of  the  M— r  gave  the  French  no  Foun- 
“  dation  at  all.”  In  this  Place  you  either  cannot 
read,  or  have  exhibited  an  Example  of  your  Love  for 
Truth  fcarce  to  be  parallel’d  ;  the  Words  are  abfo- 
lutely  different  in  thernfelves  and  in  their  Meaning, 
as  the  PafTage  will  prove,  which  is  as  follows ;  “  If  it 
“  be  a  Iked,  whence  it  comes  to  pafs  that  this  Beha- 

“  v>our  of  the  B—Jh  M - r  has  never  been  men- 

“  tioned  in  the  French  Memorials  relative  to  the  Dif- 
“  putes  in  America  ;  it  may  be  anfwer’d  with  Truth, 
“  that  the  French  Miniftry  perfectly  knew  this  ceding 
“  the  Territories  of  England  by  the  Timidity  of  the 

«  M - r  was  no  legal  relinquifhing  the  B—Jh 

“  Rights  to  thefe  Lands,  and  that  the  King  and 
“  People  would  never  acquiefce  in  this  Conceffion.” 

Lut  me  alk  you,  If  your  Effrontery  is  not  extraorr 
dinary  in  this  Quotation  ;  nay,  much  heighten’d  by 

your 
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vour  Declaration  in  the  Beginning,  that  you  have  no 
Caufe  to  ferve  but  that  of  T ruth  and  your  Country  ? 
What  is  become  of  that  Matter  of  Fadt  and  Truth 
which  you  mention?  And  how  am  I  a  Libeller  in 
the  Paragraph  you  have  quoted  ?  What  Mifcreant 
but  yourlelf  is  unacquainted  with  this  Truth,  that 
man'  Things  may  afford  a  Foundation  for  a  Claim 
that Jdo  not  conftitute  a  legal  Right-,  otherwife  by 
what  Means  are  fomany  Law-fuits  brought  into  Wefl- 
minfter-tiJi  concerning  Property  ?  Are  all  thofe  who 
lofe  their  Suits  without  Foundation  for  a  Claim,  be- 

caufe  not  poffefs’d  of  a  legal  one  ?  _ 

Here  then  in  your  own  Words  I  join  Iffue  with 
you,  and  defire  that  our  Credit  with  the  Public  for 
Veracity  and  Candour  in  whatever  elfe  is  afferted  in  my 
Letter  and  your  Libel  (at  leaft,  if  mine  is  fo)  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  Truth  or  palfehood  of  the  Fadt  be¬ 
fore  us. 

Now,  Sir,  I  will  explain  to  you  why  Lord  Albemarle 
might  in  all  Appearance  be  employed  to  demand  the 
Prifbner,  £s?r.  M — • — rs  in  England  know  that  the 

p _ t  may  require  the  Papers  of  their  Tranfadtions 

to  be  laid  before  them  •,  wherefore  the  Face  of  a  Ne- 
gociation  is  made,  by  Memorials  and  Orders  to  Em- 
bafladors,  to  reprefent  fomething  very  different  from 
the  fecret  Springs  and  fecret  Manner  of  accomplifhing 
the  Bufinefs,  as  I  have  Reafon  to  believe  was  done 
in  negotiating  this  very  Affair. 

After  having  thus  difproved  all  you  have  offer’d, 
I  afk  you,  on  what  Reafon  you  prefume  to  fay,  1 
have  been  guilty  of  Scurrility  in  the  Paffage  you  have 
been  quoting?  and  I  tell  you,  that  no  Face  can  well 
be  endowed  with  more  audacious  Hardinefs  than  that 
of  a  Man  who,  whillt  he  is  condemning  a  Writer  for 
Scurrility  where  it  does  not  exift,  is,  himfelf,  the  moil 

fcurrilous  of  all  Men  ;  and  I  believe  the  M - rs,  if 

they  underfland  Latin ,  will,  by  the  time  they  have 
read  thus  far,  fend  back  your  Scrap  of  that  Language 
to  yourfelf,  and  tell  you, 


Non 
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Non  tali  exilio,  nec  defenforibta  iJUs 
Temptis  eget. 

Your  next  Paragraph  begins  with  faying,  «  you 
u  had  intended  to  drop  rne  here  ;  but  my  next  is  ftated 
“  as  falfely  and  ignorantly  as  this,  which  we  have 
“  feen  fo  unanfwerably  confuted.”  Would  not  you 
have  adted  wifer  in  tarrying  to  fee  what  could  have 
been  faid  again  ft  you,  before  you  had  pronounced  that 
Paragraph  lo  uncinjwer, ably  confuted  ?  However,  to  do 
you  Juftice,  this  Paragraph  is  as  falfe  as  the  former; 
foi  flatter  myfelf,  that  having  proved  the  former  to 
be  true  1  (hall  have  as  much  Succefs  with  this  alfo. 
Wherefore  as  things  equally  true  are  equally  falfe, 
for  once  you  are  right,  thoftgh  in  a  very  different 
Senfe  from  what  you  intended.  You  then  continue, 
by  laying,  “  That  I  had  not  the  fmalleft  Knowledge 
“  of  what  1  was  writing  about ;  and  that  I  am  un- 
“  acquainted  with  the  Nature  and  Form  of  Buftnefs; 

drat  the  M  r  is  blamelels,  and  every  other 
44  Perfon  in  the  Ad — - — n.” 

In  order  to  prove  this,  you  give  an  Account  how 
the  Quaker  and  his  Company  became  poflefTed  of 
the  Grant  of  the  Lands  of  the  Ohio .  You  there  tell 
us,  “  That  Hanbury  petitioned  the  King  for  thofe 
Lands  on  certain  Conditions;  that  the  Board  of 
“  Trade  thought  this  Application  was  Part  of  a 
Former,  tianlmitted  by  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
°;  Virginia,  that  it  might  be  for  his  Majefty’s  Ser¬ 
vice  to  comply  with  this  Requeft,  and  accordingly 
that  Inilrudlions  were  lent  on  this  Head  to  the 
<c  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia.  You  tell  us  then 
“  the  Ref«lt  of  the  Opinion  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  of  their  Report;  and  that  this  was  taken 
“  int0  Confideration  by  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
“  of  Council,  who  agreed  in  Opinion  with  the  Board 
41  of  Trade,  and  accordingly  a  Draught  of  an  In- 
“  ftruAion  was  approved  in  Council  and  tranfmit- 
“  ted  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor.” 

Your  next  Paragraph  proves,  that  in  Obedience 
to  thefe  Inftrudions  the  Grant  was  made  to  the  Ohio 

Company, 

*  Mr.  Hanbury. 
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Company,  becaufe  you  fay,  “  the  Prefident  of  the 
«  Council  of  Virginia ,  in  a  Letter  to  the  Board  of 
tc  Trade  1749,  Vet  forth  the  Difficulties  the  Ohio 
«<  Company  laboured  under,  from  the  Ficklenefs  of 
“  the  Indians ,  the  Claims  of  the  Penfylvantans  with 
“  refpedt  to  Limits,  the  Expence  of  ere&ing  and 
tc  garnfoning  a  Fort.”  Here  it  evidently  appears 
the  Grant  was  made,  other  wife  there  could  have  been 
no  Ohio  Company ;  the  Caufe  of  the  Ficklenefs  (as  it  i« 
called)  of  the  Indians ,  may  be  determined  by  what 
their  Chiefs  faid  to  our  Governors  on  that  Head, 
printed  in  the  News  Papers  of  America ,  that  they 
knew  of  no  Right  which  we  had  to  thofe  Lands ,  either  by 
T reaty  or  Sale ,  and  oppofed  our  fettling ,  as  they  have 
juftly  done  ever  fince  ;  and  as  to  the  Expence  of  erect¬ 
ing  and  garrifoning  a  Fort,  their  begging  Indulgences 
was  not  only  ridiculous  but  infolent,  becaufe  the  very 
Grant,  as  you  fay,  was  afked,  and  complied  with  on 
thefe  Conditions.  At  the  fame  Time  this  Quaker, 
to  give  farther  Inftances  of  his  and  his  Company’s 
Modefty,  after  having  obtained  this  Grant,  and  de- 
fired  to  be  indulged  with  Fort  and  Garrifon,  endea¬ 
vour  to  fhew  that  the  French  Claim  to  the  Miffifippi 
is  not  juft,  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  a  Grant  King 
Charles  1.  made  to  Sir  Robert  Heathy  which  was  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  Settlement  of  the  Englijh  long  before  the 
French  had  been  in  thofe  Parts. 

Now,  Sir,  fhould  this  Grant  of  thefe  Lands,  by 
Charles  I.  in  Confequence  of  Priority,  be  allowed 
equitable,  and  which  Lands  have  fince,  by  Treaties, 
been  acknowledged  to  belong,  and  allowed  to  remain 
with  the  French ,  will  it  not  afford  an  unlucky  Argu¬ 
ment  againft  all  new  Families  that  come  to  fettle  any 
where  after  the  former  have  abdicated  ?  Wherefore  I 
think  it  not  defenfible  in  this  Place ;  however  were 
not  the  French  acquainted  with  this  confcientious  Re- 
queft  of  the  Quaker,  and  to  this  is  it  not  chiefly  owing 
that  they  took  care  to  defend  the  Pofleffion  of  thofe 
Parts,  and  that  the  prefent  War  was  brought  on? 

Toy  then  tell  us,  that  “  the  Ohio  Company,  with 

“  refpeCt 
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“  refpeCt  to  their  Grants  made  no  farther  Application 
*c  till  1754,  when  they  prefented  a  Petition  to  his 
“  Majefty  ♦,  reciting  the  former  Tranfadions,  and  ad- 
“  ding  that  the  late  Governor  and  Council  had  made 
“  large  Grants  to  private  Perfons,  to  the  Amount  of 
u  near  1,400,000  Acres,  &c.  and  therefore  praying 
<c  that  their  Boundaries  may  be  fixed  by  certain  Ri- 
*c  vers,  £s?<r.  But  it  appearing  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
“  that  the  Limits  mentioned  in  the  Petition  would 
ic  include  too  great  a  Quantity  ;  (and,  you  might 
“  have  added,  robbed  as  honeft  Men  as  themfelves ; 
“  to  whom  the  1 ,400,000  Acres  had  been  granted, 
u  of  their  juft  Poffeffions)  they  concluded  it  fhould 
iC  not  be  comply’d  with,  when  they  propofed  fome  In- 
“  ftruCtions  to  the  Governor,  relative  to  this  Affair  in 
<c  their  Report  ;  (then  comes  the  Cream  of  all  in  Ita- 
cc  lies ;)  but  this  Report  ft  ill  remains  under  the  Confider - 
u  at  ion  of  the  Council ,  and  no  Order  at  all  has  been  made 
“  on  it  to  this  Day . 

In  what  Manner  does  all  this  contradict  what  I 
have  faid  in  the  Palfage  you  refer  to  ?  which  is,  “  It 
u  feems  however  before  this  timid  Acquiefcence  of  the 

“  B - h  M - r  in  thus  acknowledging  that  Part 

“  of  America  to  be  the  Property  of  France ,  he  had 
“  granted  the  Lands  on  the  Ohio  to  a  Quaker  of  the 
“  City  of  London  and  his  Aflociates.”  Do  you  im¬ 
agine  that  the  Lords  of  the  Committee,  who  had  given 
a  Power  of  granting  thefe  Lands,  were  not  of  the 
M— y  ?  or  that  it  was  done  without  the  Confent  of 

the  M. - r  ?  or  do  you  conclude  becaufe  Limits  are 

not  fettled  according  to  the  Ohio  Company’s  Inclina¬ 
tions,  that  therefore  no  Lands  were  granted,  and.  that 
they  were  no  Company  at  all  ?  The  very  Manner  in 
which  you  relate  the  Affair,  proves  the  contrary  of 
what  you  drive  at.  If  there  are  no  Lands  granted \ 
how  came  thefe  Men  to  be  a  Company  ?  and  if  they 
are  not  a  Company ,  what  Right  had  they  to  complain 
about  the  Condition  of  thofe  Lands ;  or  to  petition  for  a 
Fort  and  Garrifon,  and  Limits  to  be  afeertained  for 
Parts  in  America  which  did  not  belong  to  them  ?  If  two 

neighbouring 
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heighbouring  Gentlemen  difagree  about  the  Bound-, 
aries  of  their  Eftates,  does  it  thence  follow  that  one 
or  both  of  them  has  no  Eftate  at  all  ?  And  yet  you 
conclude,  becaufe  the  Company  fues  for  a  Settlement  of 
the  Limits  of  their  Lands ,  that  they  have  for  that 
Reafon,  no  Grant  at  all  of  thefe  Lands ,  (admirable 
Logic !)  Your  Reafons  are  equal  to  your  Love  of 
Truth,  and  Exhibitions  of  Modefly. 

Thus,  Sir,  you  have  not  only  not  contradicted  any 
Thing  I  have  faid,  by  pretending  to  give  authentic 
Accounts  to  the  contrary  ;  but  you  have  confirmed 
aho  that  the  French  were  not  the  firft  AggreiTors  in 
America ,  by  faying  that  the  Quaker,  honeft  Man,  not 
content  with  his  Grant  of  the  Ohio ,  was  fhowing  that 
the  French  had  no  Right  to  the  Mijjijippi  •,  and  by  that 
Means,  leading  towards  a  Claim  of  that  Territory 
alfo.  Can  it  be  wondered  at,  or  complained  againffc 
with  Juftice  then,  that  in  confequence  of  this  the 
French  prepared  to  oppofe  an  Invaiion,  which  might 
be  juftly  expeded  on  that  Quarter  ?  nay,  did  not 
Wajhington ,  by  intercepting  a  Convoy  of  French 
Provifions,  begin  Hoftilities  ?  and  when  he  was  after¬ 
wards  defeated  and  taken  Prifoner,  did  he  not  acknow-i 
ledge  this  by  figning  a  Paper,  in  which  it  was  faid,’ 
he  had  been  guilty  of  an  Affajjination ,  in  attacking  the 
French  ?  Now,  Sir,  who  belt  underftands  what  he  iss 
writing  about,  and  the  Nature  of  Bufinefs  ?  And  is 
not  the  Quaker  proved  by  you  to  be  the  Caufe  of  the 

War?  I  fancy  by  this  Time,  the  M - rs,  whom 

you  pretend  to  defend,  will  think  themfelves  but  lit¬ 
tle  obliged  to  you  for  thus  juftifying  the  Proceedings 
of  our  Enemies  ;  and  when  next  they  chufe  an  Advo¬ 
cate  for  their  Condud,  they  will  infallibly  pafs  by  you.' 

Your  next  Paragraph  begins,  “  I  now  defcend  at 
“  once  into  the  Subjed and  it  mult  be  confelled 
by  your  greateft  Enemies,  that  you  are  excellent  in 
the  Art  of  Sinking  ;  you  will  foon  be  at  the  very  Bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Bathos.  You  then  vouchfafe  to  tell  us 
great  Secrets:  “  that  the  prefent  War  was  juft  and 

‘  C  t  necdTary.;; 
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«  neceffary.”  But  was  it  for  that  Reafon  juft  and 
neceffary  that  it  fhould  be  conduced  in  this  infuffici- 
ent  and  pernicious  Manner?  You  add,  44  that  the 
“  People  in  general,  and  the  commercial  Part  more 
u  efpecialjy,  were  unanimous  and  clamorous  for  it.” 
Are  they  not  as  clamorous  and  unanimous  againft  its 
being  conduced  as  it  has  been  ?  44  That  the  Current 
44  of  Parliament  ran  violently  that  Way  alfo.”  It 

may  run  as  violent  againft  the  M - r  probably  this 

Winter;  or  will  that  juftify  male  Adminiftration  ? 
44  And,  laftly,  the  Adminiftration  would  have  been 
44  looked  upon  as  Enemies,  had  they  retarded  this 
44  favourite  Meafure.”  Very  true  ;  and  therefore 
you  infer  they  are  exempt  from  all  Faults  in  having 
been  guilty  of  male  Condudt.  You  then  add,  44  they 
44  fupported  what  was  begun  with  all  the  Alacrity  of 
44  Preparation.”  Tho’  this  is  not  true  ;  or,  if  it  was, 
not  to  be  placed  to  their  Merit  ;  you  fhall  have  that 
granted  too,  if  you  will  ;  the  next  Sentence  will  be 
fufficient  for  me.  44  And  all  the  Vigour  of  Execution .” 
Here  you  and  I  muft  debate  that  Matter  a  little,  and 
then,  as  you  fay,  44  let  the  Fadts,  for  thofe  alone  are 
44  Evidence,  prove  this  Aflertion  in  Detail.” 

Let  me  afk  you  then,  what  are  the  EfFedls  of 
this  Vigour  of  Execution  ?  Was  it  the  Lofs  of  Mi¬ 
norca?  Was  it  the  Lofs  of  Ofwego  ?  Was  it  the 
ill  Rationed  Cruife  of  Mr.  Bofcawen  and  Mr.  Hoi - 
bourne ,  or  that  of  Mr.  Hawke  ?  There  remains 
then  nothing  but  the  taking  the  little  Ifle  of  ChanJJee , 
the  Produdt  of  all  this  Vigour  of  Execution,  and  this 
great  Conqueft  may  poffibly  efcape  the  Knowledge  of 
Pofterity,  as  it  has  not  been  entered  into  the  Gazette , 
fo  remarkable  at  prefent  for  authentic  Intelligence. 

You  then  talk  44  of  the  Duke  de  Mirepoix's  Profef- 
44  fionsof  fincere  Defire  to  adjuft  all  Difputes  fubfift- 
44  ing  in  America ,  and  forget  the  Breach  of  Honour 

44  by  our  M - r ;  of  the  French  having  difpatched 

44  Orders  for  arming  a  confiderable  Fleet;  their  myfte- 
u  rious  and  extraordinary  Step,  and  our  general 

44  Alarm, 
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cc  Alarm,  which  made  it  indifpenfably  neceffary  for 
tc  the  King  to  equip  a  Fleet  which  might  fruftrate 
u  any  Attempts  of  France ,  and  pioteft  at  the  fame 
a  t;me  the  Briti/h  Rights  and  Dominions/’  And 
then  roundly  add,  Fhis  twcis  clout .  V-.  hat  \vas 

done  ?  Was  a  Fleet  equipt  which  might  fruftrate  the 
Attempts  of  France  and  protect  the  Bnti[h  Rights  and 

Dominions?  How  will  you  juftify  the  M - ;e  M— r 

then  in  not  effectuating  what  you  confefs  to  have  been 
in  his  Power  by  Means  of  this  Fleet  ?  for  can  you 
point  out  one  French  Attempt  that  has  been  fruftrated  ? 
Is  it  in  America  ?  The  French  fucceed  but  too  well  on 
that  Continent,  as  the  Lofs  of  our  Ships  on  the  Lake 
Ontario ,  the  Demolition  of  our  Forts,  the  taking  our 
Army  Prifoners,  and  the  reducing  Lord  Loudon  to 
aft  on  the  Defenfive,  are  too  melancholy  Proofs.  Is 
it  in  Europe  ?  The  entire  Lofs  of  Minorca  is  a  fatal 
Demonftration  to  the  contrary.  Where  then  are  out 
Dominions  protefted?  Not  in  the  American  Iflands, 
thefe,  particularly  Jamaica ,  every  Man  knows  is,  by 
the  negleft  of  a  proper  Squadron  to  defend  it,  in 
hourly  Danger  from  the  fuperior  Fleet  and  Force  of 

our  Enemies  in  thofe  Parts. 

■  What  a  Power  of  Face  you  mult  be  bleffed  with, 

who  dare  to  defend  the  M — — rs,  after  every  Attempt 
of  theirs  offensive  and  defenfive  has  mifcarried  !  And 
you  have  afferted,  that  a  Fleet  was  prepaied  which 
might  fruftrate  the  Attempts  of  France ,  and  proteft 
the  Dominions  of  England.  Why  were  they  not  de¬ 
fended?  How  greatly  the  M - rs  are  obliged  to 

you  for  this  excellent  Defence  of  their  Conduft ! 
What  higher  Place  will  you  choofe  ? 

You  then  tell  us  of  Bofcawen  s  and  Holboiu ne  s  fail¬ 
ing,  of  Macnamaras  failing  and  returning,  and  then 
beg  to  be  indulged  in  two  Remarks,  both  which  I 
beg  to  be  indulged  in  examining.  You  fay,  “  Every 
“  Child  in  Politics  knows,  that  after  receiving  Or- 
ders  as  to  the  Nature  of  the  Service  he  is  to  be  em- 
u  ployed  in,  and  as  to  the  general  Deftination,  the 
/  r  c  2  “  commanding 
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a  commanding  Officer  in  all  very  diftant  Expeditions, 
16  is  and  muft  be  intrufted  with  a  difcretionary  Power  $ 
u  firft  to  choofe  fucli  particular  Stations  as  may  be 
Ci  moft  proper  to  effedt  the  Bufmefs  intended,  and  to 
vary  them  afterwards,  according  as  different  Exi- 
16  gencies  arife,  or  as  the  earlieft  Intelligence  he  can 
ic  obtain  may  render  it  advifeable.” 

Now,  Sir,  if  you  mean  by  general  Deftination  a 
Space  to  cruize  in,  unlimited  by  Orders,  you  are 
worfe  than  a  Boy  in  Politics  ;  if  this  were  permitted 
to  an  Admiral,  how  could  the  Admiralty  know  where 
to  fend  him  Intelligence  on  particular  Emergencies  ? 
or  how  could  a  Commander  be  called  to  Account  for 
any  Mifcarriage  in  miffing  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  if 
fome  private  Inclination  fhould  prevail  on  him  to 
cruize  where  the  Enemy  was  not  like  to  pafs  ?  he  can¬ 
not  be  guilty  of  breaking  Orders  on  that  Head,  when 
none  are  given  him.  Now,  Sir,  no  Admiral  is  ever 
intrufted  with  difcretionary  Power  to  choofe  his  Sta¬ 
tions,  or  to  vary  them,  but  as  he  receives  Intelligence 
from  the  Admiralty.  All  Orders  are  given  to  cruize 
between  two  fpecified  Latitudes  and  two  Longitudes, 
as  near  as  they  can  obferve  the  Latter ;  or  fo  many 
Leagues  to  Eaftward,  Weftward,  or  fome  other  bear¬ 
ing  from  a  Cape  of  Land  or  Sea  Coaft  *,  and  no  In¬ 
dulgence  is  ever  given  to  depart  from  the  Extremes 
of  this  Station,  but  on  abfolute  Neceffity.  Thus 
there  is  no  Diftindtion  to  be  made  between  general 
and  particular  Orders,  and  all  the  difcretionary  Part 
given  to  the  Admiral  is  the  Choice  between  the  Ex¬ 
tremes.  And  in  this  manner  the  Orders  were  given 
to  Mr.  Bofcawen  and  to  Mr.  Hawke ;  and  therefore 
you  cannot  avail  yourfelf  of  this  evafive  Falfhood  to 

defend  the  M - r  :  for  unleis  you  can  prove  that 

either  of  thefe  Gentlemen  have  exceeded  the  Limits 
given  them  in  their  Orders,  the  whole  Charge  ftill 
refts  on  the  M— — e  M - r,  who  only  has  difcre¬ 

tionary  Power,  with  which  the  prefent  Head  of  the 
Ad — — y  is  remarkably  endowed,  to  choofe  their  Sta¬ 
tions* 

*  *  / 
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tions,  and  who  is  fuppofed  belt  to  underftand  in  what 
manner  the  Service  that  Commanders  are  fent  upon 
is  to  be  accomplifhed.  Then  you  add,  “  That  the 
a  Merchants  muft  be  fenfible,  that  to  lay  before  the 
“  Public  Inftruftions  of  fuch  a  Nature,  even  were  it 
u  in  your  Power  lb  to  do,  is  a  Step  of  too  delicate  a 
«  Nature  for  any  private  Man  to  take,  however  juft 
«  they  may  be  in  themfelves,  however  warranted  by 
“  the  Laws  of  Reafon  and  Self-defence ,  the  W dr  that 
“  occafioned  them  is  fill  carrying  on.”  Admirable  in¬ 
deed,  thofe  Inftruftions  juft  in  themfelves,  warranted 
by  Reafon  and  Self-defence,  are  to  be  concealed  becaufe 
we  are  ftill  at  war. 

Now  declare,  for  once,  honejlly  if  you  can,  Do  you 
believe  that  thefe  juft  and  reafonable  Inftruftions  by 
being  published  can  difcover  any  thing  which  can  af- 
feft  the  Succefs  of  Mr.  Bofcawens  Cruize,  which  has 
been  finifhed  more  than  a  Year  fmce?  Do  you  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Reafon  and  JuJlice  of  them  would  excite 
other  Nations  to  join  our  Enemies  ?  Do  you  think  they 
would  irritate  the  French ,  and  fo  create,  as  it  were,  a 
double  War  by  the  increafed  Violence  ?  Do  you  ima¬ 
gine  the  People  of  England  would  be  inflamed  againft 
the  M _ r  for  having  deftined  the  Fleets  with  Ju¬ 

Jlice  and  Reafon  and  for  Self-defence  ?  Can  theM-- — -rs 
then  whom  you  are  defending  be  hurt  by  publilhing 
fuch  Inftruftions?  Would  they  be  filent  if  the  Difco- 
very  of  fuch  Secrets  could  ferve  them  in  their  prefent 
Perils?  Tell  me  then,  what  is  this  pretended  Pru¬ 
dence  and  Neceffity  of  Concealment  moic  than  a 
wretched  Evafion  to  avoid  the  attempting  to  juftify 
that  which  you  know  is  impollible  to  be  fupported  ? 

Your  next  Remark  is  extremely  fhrewd  indeed  ; 
that  “  whenever  the  Adminiftratiori  makes  ufe  of 
“  Means  duly  proportioned  to  the  End  propofed, 
“  and  choofes  for  obtaining  fuch  End,  Men  of  ac- 
“  knowledged  Abilities  in  their  Profeffion,  fully  in- 
“  ftruCted  and  impowered  to  aft,  they  have  done 

their  Duty.”  And  I  fuppofe  you  will  allow  alfo, 

that 
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that  when  fuch  Men  have  not  been  chofen,  and  fuch 

things  not  done ,  that  then  the  M - r  has  not  done  his 

Duty. 

Tell  me,  was  Mr.  Braddock  acknowledged  to 
pofiefs  Abilities  for  a  General,  who  had  never  com¬ 
manded  at  any  one  Place ;  or,  as  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  feen  any  one  Adtion?  Was  Mr.  S——y, 
bred  to  the  Law,  a  proper  Perfon  to  be  put  at  the 
Head  of  an  Army  ?  Here,  at  leaft,  the  M - — r  fail¬ 

ed  in  his  Choice  of  Men;  you  fhall  fee  how  he  did 
in  Means,  immediately. 

You  then  declaim  very  prettily  indeed,  and  tell 
us  a  vaft  Secret ;  “  that  no  Minifter  was  ever  Mafter 
“  of  Events ;”  and  then,  with  an  Apology  for  the 
Tritenefs  of  the  Obfervation,  tho5  i  believe  it  is  the 
fir  ft  Time  it  has  ever  been  made;  “  That  the  Sea 
“  continues  the  moft  inconftant  of  all  the  Elements.” 
You  have  forgotten  the  Air,  out  of  which  the  Winds 
are  formed.  Then  you  fay,  “  If  our  Vice-Admiral 
u  could  not  intercept  the  whole  French  Fleet,  either 
cc  in  its  going  to  America  or  returning,  is  the  Atlantic 
“  no  wider  than  the  Channel  between  Dover  and  Ca- 
“  lais?”  Had  the  Ocean  been  as  wide  as  the  Uni- 
verfe,  it  would  have  been  of  no  Effed  to  prevent 
their  being  taken,  is  evident  from  your  own  Account : 
becaufe  you  fay,  “  the  two  Fleets  faw  and  fell  in  with 
tc  each  other  more  than  once.”  That  Storms  did 
not  vex  our  Fleet,  or  prevent  theirs  from  being  feen, 
you  and  the  Account  from  the  Admiral  confirm,  who 
mentions  nothing  of  that  Nature  ;  and  the  Nights  in 
that  Part  of  the  World  are  fo  fhort  at  that  Time  of 
the  Year,  that  no  Fleet  can  fail  thro’  another  between 
Sun-fet  and  Sun-rifing,  fo  as  to  be  out  of  Sight,  or 
out  of  Reach  of  it  in  the  Morning.  Their  Efcape  is 
to  be  placed  to  that  Account,  to  which  the  Admiral 
afcribes  it,  cc  the  Fog  prevented  him.”  A  Fog  con¬ 
tinuing  a  Month,  perhaps  two,  as  effectually  conceal¬ 
ing  Ships  as  the  darkeft  Night :  Thefe  Fogs  in  that 
Part  of  the  World  are  not  uncertain  Meteors,  which 

come 


(  2'3  ) 

come  and  go  at  no  fettled  Time,  as  in  this  Ifland  ; 
but  as  regular  in  thofe  Months  in  which  the  French 
Fleet  part  thofe  Parts,  as  the  Monfoons  or  trade 
Winds  in  other  Latitudes ;  and  as  well  known  fo  to 
be  by  all  Seamen  who  underftand  the  Nature  of  their 
Profeffion.  Why  then  was  our  Fleet  fent  to  meet 
that  of  the  Enemy  in  thofe  Seas  ?  Was  it  thro’  Igno¬ 
rance  or  Defign  in  the  M— — r?  Is  this  becoming 
the  Knowledge  or  Integrity  which  ought  to  refide  in 

the  Head  of  the  A - y  ?  Is  there  a  Defence  for  this 

Behaviour  concealed  amongft  your  warrantable ,  juft , 
and  reafonable  Inftru&ions  ?  And  here  I  cannot  avoid 
remarking  your  Delign  of  faying  what  has  been  al¬ 
ready  confuted  in  relation  to  the  Orders  given  by  the 

A - -y  to  the  commanding  Officers  ;  it  was  vifibly 

to  remove  the  Blame  of  choofing  this  miftaken  Sta¬ 
tion  from  the  M - e  M— — -r,  and  to  lay  it  on  the 

Admiral,  to  fave  the  Guilty  by  accufing  the  Innocent. 
Is  this  an  A&ion  becoming  the  Man  who  fets  out 
with  faying,  he  has  no  Caufe  to  ferve  but  that  of  Fruth 
and  his  Country . 

After  this,  you  give  an  Account  of  taking  two 
French  Ships,  and  fay  nothing  of  lofing  one  of  our 
own  ;  of  taking  eight  Companies  of  French  Soldiers, 
and  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds  fterling  of 
their  Money.  And  then  inftance  a  fecond  Proof  of  the 
wrong  Deftination  of  this  Fleet,  by  the  Fogs  faving 
Monfieur  de  la  Mothe  in  his  going  into  the  Gulph  of 
St.  Lawrence  after  which  you  add,  that  we  buried 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  Sailors  in  this  well  appoint¬ 
ed  Cruize  ;  you  now  tell  us  that  the  French  Squadron 
efcaped  Mr.  Holbourne  through  the  Streights  of  Belle - 
ifte ,  an  unfrequented  and  hazardous  Navigation,  which 
had  never  before  been  attempted  by  any  Fleet  or  Squa¬ 
dron  of  Ships:  But  had  it  not  by  fmgle  Ships  ?  Now 
let  me  fuppofe  you  faw  another  Reafoner  as  clear  head¬ 
ed  as  yourfelf,  pafs  thro’  a  Door,  would  not  you  con¬ 
clude  that  twenty  fuch  clever  Fellows  might  pafs  the 

fame  Way  one  after  another?  The  M- - e  M - r 

ought 
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ought  to  have  known,  in  Confequence  of  the  Duty 
of  his  high  Commifllon,  that  fingle  Ships  of  War  had 
paft  that  Way  ;  and  he  ought  to  have  had  Undemand¬ 
ing  enough  alfo,  to  have  infer’d  that  twenty  might 
have  done  it  for  the  fame  Reafon.  For  Ships,  tho’ 
in  a  Squadron,  are  not  obliged  to  fail  a-breft.  But 
however,  tho’  their  Ships  efcaped  Mr.  Holbourne ,  you 
give  us  great  Comfort  in  alluring  us  he  paid  them  go¬ 
ing  in  another  Way  •,  he  chaced  one  that  could  not  be 
overtaken ;  and  the  Edenburgh ,  Dunkirk ,  and  Norwich 
purfued  two  others  which  were  not  to  be  overtaken. 
Indeed  you  fay,  “  the  Dunkirk  came  near  them,  but 
“  dire&ly  to  Windward Which  was  to  Wind¬ 
ward,  the  Dunkirk  or  the  French.,  for  you  don’t  de¬ 
termine  ?  If  the  Dunkirk,  then,  had  fhe  continued 
the  Purfuit  with  the  two  others,  probably  the  French 
had  been  taken  by  failing  before  the  Wind  ;  and  if 
they  had  been  purfued  and  overtaken  already  by 
turning  to  Windward,  in  either  Cafe,  why  were  they 
called  off  by  the  Admiral  ?  If  this  Story  be  true,  I 
am  afraid  you  have  brought  Mr.  Holbourne  into  a 
more  criminal  Behaviour  than  Mr.  Byng  has  been  re¬ 
ported  to  be ;  becaufe  I  don’t  fee  how  you  will  clear 
the  Admiral’s  Conduct  in  calling  off  three  English¬ 
men  of  War  from  engaging  with  two  French ,  when 
they  v/ere  fo  near  as  to  be  all  in  Sight  of  each  other; 
and  the  Englijb  had  overtaken  the  French  in  the  Chace. 
Are  not  three  Englijb  Ships  of  War  a  Match  for  two 
French  ?  I  hope  you  will  reafon  the  fame  in  the  Cafe 
of  Mr.  Byng ;  as  to  be  fure  this  is  faid  for  the  Sake  of 
Truth,  and  not  ferving  any  Caufe  but  that  of  your  Coun¬ 
try.  The  French  Attempts  then,  were  not  fruftrated 
by  this  Expedition  ■,  and  now  the  whole  Advantage 
reaped  from  this  expenfive  Equipment,  when  it  comes 
to  be  fum’d  up  together,  was  taking  two  French  Ships, 
and  lofing  one  of  our  own  ;  taking  a  thoufand  French¬ 
men  Prifoners,  and  burying  near  three  thoufand  Englijh- 
men,  taking  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  Pounds  of 
French  Money  ;  and  fpending  perhaps,  half  a  Million 

of 
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of  this  Nation’s  ;  chafing  three  Frenchmen  of  War,  and 
taking  never  a  one  of  them.  Ample  Satisfaction  for  fo 
expenfive  an  Expedition,  and  a  thorough  Jufufication 
of  the  M _ r.  Now,  Sir,  i  think  your  plain  De¬ 

duction  of  Fadts  will  not  ferve  tue  Pm  pole  of  vin¬ 
dicating  the  M - e  M - r;  and  when  you  fay 

that  nothing  has  been  kept  back  from  our  View,  you 
forget  yourfelf;  an  unlucky  Circumftance  for  a  Man 
who  treats  Truth  as  you  do.  Have  not  you  kept  back 
the  reafonable  and  juft  Inftruftions  ?  And  when  you  fay 
nothing  has  been  brought  too  forward,  what  think  you 
of  your  Endeavours  to  throw  the  Blame  of  an  ill  judged 
Station  on  Admiral  Bofcawen,  and  your  puffing  about 
Holbourne's  Chaces  ;  and  here  you  exclaim,  “  That  you 
“  fliould  rank  yourfelf  amongft  the  worfl  of  Man- 
“  kind,  as  not  deferving  the  common  Benefits  of  Air 
“  and  Water,  much  lefs  the  Privileges  of  a  Free 
“  Briton ,  if  from  Levity  or  Malice  you  fhould  debafe 
“  your  Pen  fo  far  as  to  unfettle  the  Affedtions  of  your 
‘‘  Fellow-fubjeds,  by  fpreading  Lies  of  Men  merely 
“  becaufe  they  are  Miniflers,  or  to  enforce  the  Cala¬ 
is  mities  of  your  Country  merely  to  fhew  your  Ta¬ 
ts  lent  in  Ridicule  and  Ribaldry.” 

Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Lies  that  have  been  told  by  me, 
according  to  your  Account,  does  not  the  contrary  of 
that  pretty  plainly  appear  at  prefent,  and  that  Imputa- 
tion  revert  doubly  upon  you?  And  as  to  your  lying 
through  Malice  or  Levity,  probably  you  excufc  your¬ 
felf  by  faying,  you  are  paid  for  it ;  then  tell  me,  which 
deferves  the  Interdiction  of  Fire  and  Water,  he  who 

lies  to  fupport  a  ruinous  M - r  againft  the  public 

Voice  of  his  Country ,  and  criminates  the  Innocent  to  ex- 
cufe  the  Guilty,  he  who  mifreprefents  and  falfjies 
through  the  whole,  becaufe  he  is  defending  an  iniquit¬ 
ous  Ad - n,  and  attempts  to  perfuade  the  molt 

refpedable  Body  of  Men,  the  Merchants  of  London, 
that  their  Deftroyers  are  their  Friends ;  or  I,  who  hav¬ 
ing  thus  far  juftified  all  I  have  written  ;  who,  oy 
freaking  Truth,  have  laid  open  the  nefarious  W  ays 
■  D  by 
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by  which  my  Country  has  been  almoft  undone  by  the 
moft  profligate  of  Men,  and  attempted,  at  leaft,  the 
Prefervation  of  our  little  remaining  Liberty  and  Con- 
ftitution,  by  the  very  Letter  which  you  wifh  to 
condemn. 

Whom  then  ought  the  People  of  England  now  to 
avoid  ?  Again  ft  the  Infufion  of  whofe  Writings  fhould 
they  guard  themfelves  ?  Which  of  us  is  moft  proba¬ 
bly  the  Mifcreant?  Who  will  betray  his  Friend  or  affaf- 
Jinate  his  Father ,  he  who  endeavours  to  fave  his  Coun¬ 
try  from  the  Hands  of  its  Deftroyers ;  or  he  who  has 
given  a  Demonftration  that  he  is  prepared  for  any  kind 
o l  Iniquity ,  by  daring  to  deceive  his  Countrymen  into 
a  Belief  that  thofe  who  have  brought  this  Nation  to 
the  Threfhold  of  Perdition ,  are  yet  a  blamelefs  Set  of 
Men,  in  order  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  fill  the 
Meal  lire  of  their  Iniquity  and  our  Ruin ,  and  clofe  eter¬ 
nally  the  Door  upon  our  Liberties ,  Privileges ,  and  Con¬ 
futation ?  no  Man  ever  was  or  ought  to  be  accounted 
honeji  who  defends  the  Enemies  of  his  Country ,  Hie 
niger  eft  bunc  tu  Britanne  cave  to. 

Your  next  Paragraph  begins  with  faying,  “  our 
tc  Object  was  the  intercepting  of  the  French  Fleet 
you  mifs’d  it  then  ;  which  is  followed  by  an  Aflertion 
equally  true  as  the  former  is  juft,  “  the  fame  Plan 
ct  which  had  fucceeded  fo  well  in  the  laft  War  was 
<c  purfued  in  this.”  Was  there  a  Fleet  fent  to  cruize 
on  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland  in  the  foggy  Months, 
or  was  the  Mediterranean  left  without  a  fufficient  naval 
Defence  for  Minorca  and  Gibraltar  during  the  laft 
War  ?  What  Regard  is  to  be  paid  to  fuch  hard  faced 
Writers,  who  dare  to  contradid  the  united  Know¬ 
ledge  of  all  England?  You  then  fay,  6C  That  the 

fame  Officers  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves 
fC  then  were  employed  now  and  undoubtedly  they 
would  have  rendered  their  Country  equal  Service  at 
this  Time,  if  the  fame  Men  had  prefided  at  the  Head 

of  the  Ad - y  and  deftin’d  the  Stations  of  our  Ships 

which 


— 
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which  did  the  laft  War;  and  then  you  lug  in,  by  way 
of  palliative  Cant,  the  Uncertainty  of  Iflues,  and  their 
being  in  the  Hands  of  Providence,  as  a  Screen  for  the 

ivi _ r.  Are  you  ignorant  that  it  is  the 

certain  Rule  of  Providence,  tho’  Ignorance  and  Folly 
may  at  firft  fueceed,  that  good  Scnfe  fhall  foon  pre¬ 
vail  ?  And  Purely  our  Misfortunes  have  been  long 
enough  continued  to  prove  the  Superiority  of  good 

Senfe  in  our  M - rs,  if  they  are  poffels’d  with  that 

neceffary  Qualification,  and  l  know  of  no  Intervention 
of  Providence  in  Favour  of  our  Enemies  or  againft  us, 
which  can  countenance  your  unnatural  Search  of  this 
Obfervation  in  their  Favour,  unlefs  you  call  the  Igno¬ 
rance  or  Perfidy  of  the  M— — r  an  Intervention  of 
Providence  in  Favour  of  our  Enemies,  and  to  our 

own  Ruin.  . 

Your  next  Article  is  thePraife  of  the  Adminiitra- 

tion  for  taking  French  Effects  and  French  Sailois  be¬ 
fore  the  War  was  declared ;  an  Adion  which  all 
rope  has  beheld  with  Horror ,  and  ruined  our  Cha¬ 
racter  of  Humanity  in  every  State  of  it ;  will  the  De- 
fign  of  preventing  the  French ,  in  a  Time  of  Peace, 
from  availing  themfelves  of  their  oven  Subjeds,  jufti- 
fy  our  confining  their  Sailors  in  loathfome  Dungeons, 
half  ftarved  by  the  cruel  Method,  connived  at  by  the 

M _ r,  of  letting  out  the  Privilege  of  feeding  them 

from  one  to  another,  till  from  Sixpence,  allow  d  by 
the  Government,  it  becomes  probably  Threepence 
only  to  him  who  provides  for  the  unhappy  Priloner, 
by  which  Means  the  Price  is  reduced  (o  low,  their 
Food  is  fcarce  better  than  Poifon  :  this  together  with 
clofe  Confinement  and  putrid  Air  finifhes  the  I  .ives 
and  Miferies  of  innocent  Men.  Are  Politics  and 
Mercy  fuch  utter  Strangers,  that  in  Peace  even  thele 

Cruelties  cannot  be  prevented  ?  Are  the  M - rs  of 

fuch  Crimes  to  be  applauded  for  their  Admits?  par¬ 
ticularly  as  you  have  juftified  the  French,  by  men¬ 
tioning  the  Mifftfippi  Overture  of  tne  Quakei,  in 
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guarding  themfelves  from  Infult  on  that  Side  ;  and, 
I  think,  when  Mr.  fVaJhington  figned  thofe  Articles 
which  denominate  him  an  Affafiin,  he  proved  him- 
ielf  the  AggreiTor.  Befides  is  it  credible  that  the  con¬ 
fining  eight  thoufand  out  of  eighty  thoufand  rem tiered 
Seamen ,  and  being  the  Bane  of  half  of  them,  can  have 
prevented  an  Invafion  from  France.  And  though  you 
are  pleated  to  fay,  that  thofe  who  ridiculed  the  At¬ 
tempt,  would  have  been  the  firlt  to  tremble  at  it ; 
yet  believe  me,  there  is  one  Symptom  of  Cowardice 
which  you  have  given,  and  they  not,  the  Approbation 
of  Cruelty.  How  fcrupulouily  you  obey  the  Didates 
of  that  Matter,  which  you  pretend  to  follow,  in  lov¬ 
ing  your  Enemies,  when  you  approve  of  Barbarity 
againft  thofe  who  were  not  fo  at  that  Time.  But 
what  Wonder  is  it,  that  a  Man  who  lias  declaimed 


all  Afledion  for  hts  Country,  by  defending  the 

Iniquity  of  M - rs,  her  greatell  Enemies,  fhonld 

renounce  the  heeling  of  Humanity  and  the  Mandates 
of  his  God.  When  you  were  attempting  to  juftify 
this  Meafure,  which  has  branded  the  Englijh  Nation, 

by  the  Crimes  of  their  M - r,  with  Piracy,  through 

all  the  States  of  Europe ,  would  you  have  perfifted 
had  the  following- manner  of  thinking  entered  your 

Imagination  ?  that  the  M - r  by  confenting  ’to  a 

Militia  almoft  two  Years  patt,  might  by  that  Means 
have  proteded  the  Kingdom  from  all  Danger  of  In- 
vafton,  have  then  declared  War  againft  France ,  and 
by  rendering  our  i  roops  ufelels  at  home,  lent  them 
immediately  to  attack  Ehtehec  (upported  by  a  Squadron 
of  our  Navy  ?  I  hefe,  joined  by  the  Americans ,  would, 
in  tne  Condition  that  City  then  flood,  have  rendered 
all  Canada  no  difficult  Conqueft.  Whilft  Minorca 
might  have  been  rendered  impregnably  in  our  Pof- 
fefticn  by  another  Part  of  the  Fleet  and  Soldiery  ; 
thus  France  might  have  been  completely  humbled, 
at  half  the  Expence  which  has  been  already  fo  fruit- 
lefly  and  fatally  walled,  and  of  this 'the  French  were 


not 
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not  a  little  afraid.  Ih  this  manner  Men  of  under- 
ftanding  would  have  behaved,  inftead  of  which  the 

M - rs,  juftly  afraid  of  a  People  they  have  fo  long 

and  fo  egregioufly  injured,  withheld  Aims  from  tlieir 
Hands,  kept  too  many  of  the  Navy  and  Troops  at 
home,  half-ruined  America ,  by  permitting  the  French 
to  land  their  Forces  in  Canada  ;  (offered  ['Ate bee  to  be 
placed  in  Safety,  by  their  fending  Succours ;  and  loft 
that  important  Ifland  of  Minorca ,  by  the  fame  Ma¬ 
nagement  ;  all  this  while  chearing  themfelves  with 
the  Thoughts  of  ading  like  Pirates,  and  doing  that, 
which  though  it  injured  a  few  of  the  private  Subjects 
of  France ,  effedted  almoft  nothing  againft  it  as  a  Na¬ 
tion  ;  for  what  is  the  Value  of  all  that  has  been  taken 
in  tb  ree  hundred  Ships ,  when  confidered  ns  a  national 
Lofs  ?  How  many  Millions  have  we  fpent  to  obtain 
that  Trifle?  But  by  their  Behaviour  in  this  Particular 
they  have  branded  this  Nation  with  the  Stigmata  of 
Inhumanity  and  Piracy,  as  they  had  before  with  that 
of  Folly,  by  our  fuffering  the  lmbecillity  and  Profli¬ 
gacy  of  their  Adminiftration.  And  yet  fuch  Men 
you  have  the  Hardinefs  to  defend. 

The  next  Affertion  which  you  make  is  as  replete 
with  Truth  as  the  former  is  with  Humanity ,  you  fay, 
“  It  cannot  be  denied,  while  our  own  Trade  never 
“  was  better  nor  more  generally  protected  in  any 
“  Period  during  a  War,  the  Trade  of  our  Enemies 
“  never  fuffered  more  at  the  fame  Time/’  You 
mean,  I  fuppofe,  when  we  took  the  French  and  they 
returned,  or  did  not  take,  our  Ships.  u  The  Con- 
fequence  of  which  is,  that  the  homeward  bound 
“  Ships  from  the  French  Settlements  are  from  40  to 
“  55  per  Cent}'  This  thofe  very  Merchants  to  whom 
you  write  will  deny  ;  they  know  that  40  Guineas  per 
Cent,  is  the  higheft  which  has  been  given  for  the  In- 
furance  of  French  Merchandize  from  thofe  Parts  *,  10 
and  12  per  Cent,  are  things  of  no  Confideration,  and 
indeed  ought  not  to  be  to  a  Man  determined,  as 
'  *  you 
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you  are,  per  fas  et  nefas ,  to  vindicate  a  ruinous 
M - r. 

Those  very  Merchants  alfo  to  whom  you  write, 
will  inform  you,  that  the  contrary  of  this  Attention 
to  the  protecting  our  Trade  is  true,  and  that,  when 
they  petitioned  for  a  ftronger  Convoy  for  their  Ships 
to  our  Sugar  lflands,  through  Apprehenfion  of  Perrier 
de  Salver t’s  fuperior  Squadron,  they  were  denied,  and 
anfwered,  that  Salvers's  Squadron  was  greatly  magni¬ 
fied.  I  hey  know  alio  that  Jamaica  is  as  fhamefully 
open  to  the  hourly  Invafion  of  the  French ,  thro’  Neg¬ 
lect  of  a  fufficient  Squadron  ;  and  that  the  Trade  of 
the  other  ifiands  is  in  the  fame  ruinous  Condition, 
from  a  fimilar  Inattention  ;  and  the  Neglect,  if  it 
deferves  no  worfe  Appellation,  of  Minorca ,  is  that  a 

Proof  of  M - 1  Attention  to  the  Care  of  Englijh 

Commerce  ?  Tarry  till  next  Spring,  and  then  decide 
whofe  Commerce  has  buffered  moft,  that  of  the 
French  or  that  of  England ;  unlefs,  happily,  fome 
fuperior  Underitanding  prelides  over  the  Affairs  of 
this  Kingdom,  and  prevents  the  approaching  Mif- 
chief. 

You  then  recount  what  Squadrons  have  been  fitted 
out  and  commanded  by  Bcfcawen ,  Hawke ,  Byng,  Of- 
horne ,  Hawke  again,  and  lallly  Byng ,  once  more,  for 
the  Mediterranean ;  what  is  the  lhameful  Hiftory  of 
thefe  Fleets  ?  Have  not  the  Cruifes  of  all  been  ren¬ 
dered  ineffectual  by  their  Inlufficiency  and  the  ill- 
judged  Stations  to  which  they  have  been  deftined? 
what  Merit  is  there  in  fitting  out  Navies,  when  fuch 
unparalleled  Imbecillity  renders  the  whole  Effect 
abortive?  You  then  add,  “  That  much  licentious 
“  Invedtive  has  been  thrown  out,  at  random,  on  that 
“  Topic  by  thole  who  of  all  Men  knew  the  Ieaft  of 
“  what  they  were  to  condemn  or  approve.”  We  fhall 
foon  difeern  whether  you  are  not  more  ignorant  than 
thofe  you  dare  to  condemn  :  You  then  tell  us,  “  This 

Squadron  was  not  only  defigned  to  intercept  Du 
“  Guayx  but  even  La  Mothe  and  Salvert ;  and  that 

“  Du 


(  31  ) 

Du  Guays  going  from  Li  fa  on  to  Cadiz ,  rendered 
“  the  Conjecture  extremely  probable,  that  he  was  to 
“  join  thole  other  Squadrons  in  their  Return,  at  feme 
“  fixed  Rendezvous,  and  by  that  Means  fecure  their 
“  fafe  Entry  into  France Now  to  whom  was  this 
extremely  probable  ?  Was  it  to  the  M  e  M  r  ? 
Do  you  fpeak  this  from  Authority  alio  ?  If  you 
do,  you  and  that  fagacious  Head  are  the  only  two  to 
whom  it  has  ever  appeared  barely  probable  ;  and  if 
your  Ignorance  of  Geography  did  not  furpafs  every 
thing  that  can  be  imagined,  if  you  knew  Land  from 
Sea,  in  the  Map,  you  could  not  have  uttered  fitch 
things.  You  fay,  Du  Guay  went  from  Lift) on  to  Ca¬ 
diz  in  order  to  join  La  Motbe  and  Salvert  *,  that  is,  be 
did  as  you  have  done  in  this  Defence,  he  went  en¬ 
tirely  out  of  his  Way.  Louifbourgh  lies  about  the 
Latitude  of  46,  Breft  of  48,  the  Courfe  from  Louif¬ 
bourgh  then  from  this  laft  named  City  is  Eall  a  little 
Northerly ;  Du  Guay  at  Lifbon ,  about  the  Latitude 
29,  136  Leagues  diftant  from  the  Courfe  to  Breft 
from  Louifbourgh ,  not  being  fufficiently  out  of  ^the 
Way,  however  fails  to  Cadiz ,  which  is  more  than 
twenty  Leagues  farther  out  of  the  Road  in  Latitude, 
and  almoft  as  much  in  Longitude,  with  Pefign  to 
meet  La  Motbe  and  Salvert :  was  there  ever  a  Man 
who  pretended  to  write  upon  naval  Expeditions  fo  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  Map  ?  But  then  to  mend  this  Matter, 

and  jultify  your  M - e  M— r,  you  fay,  Mr. 

Hawke  was  deftined  to  cruife  where  he  did,  to  inter¬ 
cept  them  all  j  and  it  you  fpeak  this  from  authentic 

Accounts  alfo,  you  have  proved  your  M - r  even 

more  ignorant  than  he  was  conceived  to  be  before, 
a  thing  which  moft  People  thought  impoflible  ;  be- 
caufe  Mr.  Hawke  being  ftationed  off  Cape  Finiftet 1 
about  the  Latitude  43,  was  five  Degrees,  that  is 
reckoning  only  fixty  Miles  to  a  Degree,  a  bundled, 
Leagues  fouth  of  the  Courfe  from  Louiflwurgh  to  Bi  eft  v 
if  then  the  M - e  M - r  had  fuggefted  a  Ren¬ 

dezvous  of  Du  Guay  and  the  Louifbourgh  Squadrons, 

and 
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and  therefore  Rationed  Mr.  Hawke  off  the  Cape.*  does 
he  imagine  that  Du  Guay ,  who  muft  know  of  Hawke's 
Station,  would  not  have  informed  thofe  of  it  whom 
he  was  appointed  to  meet,  and  have  avoided,  as  he 
did  alone,  that  Fleet  under  Hawke  ?  You  are  excel¬ 
lent  in  the  Science  of  Defence.  Have  not  you  juftified 
this  Station  of  Mr.  Hawke  to  Admiration,  by  this 
New  Light  you  have  thrown  upon  it  ?  How  reafonable 

it  is  to  admire  both  the  M - e  M - r  and  yourfelj , 

the  more  one  is  let  into  the  Knowledge  of  you.  But  I 
afk  Pardon  for  omitting  to  take  notice  that  one  Ship 
of  the  Canada  Squadron  was  taken  (the  Irijh  way)  by 
being  not  taken  at  all,  for  (he  funk  ;  another  of  great¬ 
ly  fuperior  Force  was  engaged  by  one  of  our  cruifing 
Frigates ,  the  Frenchman  was  finely  paid  going  I  war¬ 
rant  you  ;  and  a  Third  efcaped  by  our  Ship  that 
chaced  carrying  away  her  Topmaft ;  and  you  might 
have  added,  fo  did  all  the  reft  by  the  wrong  Station 

of  our  Fleet  by  the  M — — e  M - r,  and  not  by 

Mr.  Hawke  \  this  would  have  made  a  round  Account 
of  it.  Now,  pray  who  knows  moft  of  what  he  has 
been  talking,  you  in  this  Letter,  or  I  in  the  Fourth 
to  the  People  of  England  ? 

You  now  begin  to  improve  greatly  upon  our  Hands, 
and  tell  us,  “  Thefe  different  and  neceffary  Steps, 
tc  on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain ,  produced,  and  could 
“  not  fail  of  producing,  in  the  French  an  ardent 
“  Defire  of  Revenge What,  for  efcaping  our  Squa¬ 
dron,  and  for  fucceeding  in  their  Defigns  in  America  ? 
thefe,  indeed,  would  be  ftrange  Motives  to  Revenge. 
You  fhould  have  faid,  an  egregious  inclination  to  laugh, 

and  a  great  Contempt  for  the  M - e  M - r  of 

E - d.  Indeed  the  Treatment  of  their  Fellow-fub- 

jeds,  which  you  fo  tenderly  approve,  did  awaken 
them  to  the  Defire  of  taking  Revenge.  You  fay  alfo, 
that  their  Squadrons,  after  only  a  common  Paflage 
to  and  from  America ,  could  have  fuffered  very  little  ; 
and  yet,  you  tell  us,  that  Admiral  Bofcawen  returned 
from  near  the  fame  Place,  by  the  fame  Courfe,  in  a 

very 


i 


ii¥ 

11 


BBBj 


■ 

.  ,  •  •  i.  jiv'-'t  .  i  .f' 


(  33  J 

very  bad  Condition,  as  the  whole  Squadron  had  Of¬ 
fered  in  their  Mafts ,  Yards,  and  Rigging,  were  without 
Stores ,  and  loft  great  Numbers  of  their  Crews.  Now 
this  would  be  furprizing  in  any  Writer  but  yourfelf, 
that  the  French  fhould  be  little  the  worfe  for  a  Voyage 
which  had  almoft  ruined  the  Englifb ;  was  this  owing 
to  the  French  being  better  Ships  than  ours  P  TTo  the 
Commanders  and  Sailors  being  better  to  command  and 
obey  ?  to  the  Forgetfulnefs  of  our  fending  out  Stores  ? 
were  the  Winds  and  Waves  in  League  with  Lewis 
XV.  againft  George  II  ?  or  what  was  the  Reafon  ? 
Neither  of  thefe.  It  was  neceffary  in  your  Defence 
that  our  Fleet  fhould  be  pattered  and  di/lrejl ,  to  ac¬ 
count  for  their  being  kept  at  Home  from  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  ;  and  the  French  Fleet  in  good  Repair,  to  keep 
up  in  your  Writings  the  Idea  of  the  Probability  and 
V error  of  a  French  Invafion.  But,  methinks,  you  might 
have  covered  this  with  more  Skill,  and  remembred 
when  you  were  writing  of  the  Englifb,  what  you  had 
faid  of  the  French  Fleet.  You  ought  to  have  a  better 
Memory,  according  to  the  old  Saying  ;  and  confider- 
ing  whom  you  intend  to  fupport. 

You  now  grow  formidable  in  your  Accounts  “  of 
<c  great  Bodies  of  Troops  fpread  along  the  Coafts  of 
“  Picardy,  Normandy,  and  Britany,  threat  ning  a  De- 
“  fcent  on  this  Ifland,  or  Ireland.”  And  you  judge 

of  the  Inclination  of  the  French  M - y  by  the  Threats 

of  the  Soldiers.  Befides,  whatever  Intention  there 
might  be  againft  England,  one  would  imagine  that 
the  Troops  defigned  againft  Ireland  would  fcarce  have 
been  polled  in  Picardy  and  Normandy,  becaufe  the 
Navigation  would  have  been  long,  and  more  apt  to 
be  interrupted  in  failing  down  the  Channel,  than  if 
they  had  been  embarked  at  the  Ports  of  Britany  and 
Guienne  -,  but  you  are  fit  to  read  Lectures  in  Geogra¬ 
phy  ;  “  and  yet  we  had  repeated  and  Jure  Intelligence. 
Of  their  Threats  you  mean,  it  could  not  be  of  their 
coming,  I  humbly  prefume;  and  indeed  I  believe, 

they  never  intended  coming,  becaule  they  never  did 
1  E  come. 
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tome.  But  probably,  from  what  appears  in  your 
Manner  of  Reafoning,  you  may  have  concluded  they 
were  coming,  becaufe  they  did  not  come  ;  and  I,  that 
this  Alarm  was  only  contrived  from  a  thorough  Know¬ 
ledge  of  our  M - 1  Capacity,  to  amufe  us,  whilft 

they  were  preparing  to  invade  Minorca .  You  then 
fay,  “  we  knew/’  (meaning  yourfelf  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  I  prefume,  from  your  repeating,  “  I  fay  that  all 
“  this  was  early  known  to  the  Government)  that  they 
“  meditated  an  Invafion  of  Minorca”  and  what  is 
execrable  in  them ,  iC  after  they  had  fblemnly  guaran- 
“  tied  it  to  England  againft  all  Powers  whatever  ?” 
What,  againft  themfelves^  in  Time  of  Hoftilities  ?  af¬ 
ter  you  had  been  taking  their  Ships  for  many  Months, 
and  confining  their  Subje&s  to  Jails  and  Death  ?  the 
Breach  of  this  Guarantying  muft  certainly  aggravate 
their  Offence  ;  being  Guarantees  againft  themfelves. 
Do  you  conceive  the  French  make  Treaties  to  deprive 
the  Nation  of  its  own  Powers  after  War  is  begun, 

like  our  M - -rs  in  that  between  H - ~r  and  E - d 

with  Pruffa  ;  and  fo  attack  Minorca  with  the  left 
Hand,  becaufe  they  are  at  War  with  us ;  and  defend 
it  with  the  right,  becaufe  they  have  guarantied  it  to 
us?  You  then  add,  “  In  confequence  of  the  Invafion 

ic  being  known,  the  M - r  was  not  fb  ill  informed 

cc  as  hundreds,  that  do  not  believe  what  they  pub- 
“  lifh,  have  dared  to  affert.” 

I  am  but  one  of  thefe  hundreds  ;  and  upon  my 
Word,  how  little  foever  the  others  have  believed  and 

aherted,  concerning  the  M - r’s  Ignorance  of  what 

was  palling  at  C1  onion ,  I  have  always  believed  what  1 
have  publi filed  ;  and  even,  as  you  fay,  that  the 

M - r  was  much  better  informed  than  1  have  dared 

to  offer t .  And  yet,  I  truft  you  will  do  me  the  Juftice 
to  acknowledge  that  1  am  not  the  moft  fcrupulous  in 
a  Benin  g  what  I  know  to  be  true;  in  this  one  Particu¬ 
lar,  we  agree  then.  But  1  fhould  imagine  the  M - e 

M - r  will  not  agree  to  thank  you  for  what  you 

have  offer  ted  here,  becaufe  it  may  create  an  Enquiry, 

wherefore, 


% 
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wherefore,  after  having  received  fuch  good  IntelhT 
gence,  he  did  not,  in  confequence  of  it,  proceed  to 
defeat  the  Enemy’s  Defign  at  Toulon  ?  Why  a  Fleet 
was  not  fooner  fent  into  the  Mediterranean ,  and  a 
Jlronger  after  it  had  been  fo  long  delay’d  ?  Why,  when 

this  M - e  M - r  knew  that  twelve  were  equip- 

ing  at  Toulon ,  he  allured  Mr.  Byng  that  five  Ships 
only  would  oppofe  him,  and  no  more  than  [even  could 
be  brought  to  Sea.  Had  not  you  better  adhere  to  the 
Ignorance  of  the  M — — r  for  his  Defence,  and  prove 
from  the  whole  Tenor  of  his  Proceedings,  that  he 
was  non  compos  mentis ;  and  therefore,  tho’  a  proper 
ObjeEl  of  national  Enquiry,  not  an  QbjeEl  of  national 
Punifhment  ?  this  may  lave  his  Head  at  lead.  Take 
my  Word,  the  mod  convincing  Arguments  in  his 
Favour,  are  to  be  drawn  from  this  Side ;  and  I  think, 
(tho’  probably  you  may  fufpebt  the  Advice  as  coming 
from  me)  that  a  Pamphlet  full  as  well  written  as  this 
I  am  examining,  would  be  very  acceptable  to  the 

Public,  and  advantageous  to  the  Caufe  of  the  M - r 

you  are  defending. 

But  alas,  here  again  you  grow  extremely  difcreet, 
and  whip  yourfelf  under  a  Secret,  as  a  Mole  does  un¬ 
der  Ground,  becaufe  his  Eyes  cannot  bear  the  Light 
of  Heaven,  any  more  than  yours  the  View  of  Fruth. 
You  tell  us  four  Months  after  Minorca  is  taken,  it 
would  be  premature  and  hazardous  to  expole  fuch  In¬ 
telligence  ;  and  therefore,  left  Minorca  fhould  be 
taken,  twice,  I  fuppofe  you  meant  prudently  to  conceal 
- what  every  one  fees,  and  the  Reafon  for  fo  do¬ 
ing  ;  it  makes  againft  your  M — - — e  M - - r.  u  I  his 

“  Declaration,  you  fry,  would  be  to  copy  after  the 
cc  pernicious  Example  of  fome  other  Writers,  who,. 
“  while  they  pretend  to  inform  us,  afford  real  and 
“  dangerous  Information  only  to  our  Enemies And 
u  I  fuppofe  you  would  have  them  afford  dangerous 
Information  to  our  Friends  only,  as  you  have  done* 

in  this  Defence,  to  your  Friend  the  M - e  M - r. 

It  is  impoflible  to  omit  obferving  how  much  your  Se- 

E  z  crets 
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crets  refemble  thofe  of  him  you  would  defend*  In^ 
•  the  Beginning  of  the  War,  he  was  very  fecret  alfo 
when  nothing  was  to  be  revealed.  u  Let  it  fuffic 
4C  then,  you  fubjoin,  for  the  prefent  to  fay,  that  b 
“  a  Letter  from  abroad,  dated  the  24th  of  Dec .  you 
tc  accidentally  read  in  the  Original,  it  appeared  the 
<c  French  were  then  going  upon  an  Equipment  of  a, 
<c  Squadron  at  Toulon ,  and  that  this  Squadron  was  to 
<c  coniilt  of  twelve  Ships  of  the  Line ;  thofe  Ships 
“  were  in  effed  got  ready  in  about  two  Months  after 
“  the  Intelligence  came  ;  and  failed  to  fupport  the 
“  Attack  upon  Minorca,  where  they  arrived  the  18th 
“  of  April And  in  this  Place  I  find  you  are  as  good 
an  Arithmetician  as  Geographer;  from  the  24th  of 
December  to  the  24th  of  February  makes  two  Months  ; 
this  Fleet  then  from  Toulon  was  almoft  two  Months  at 
Sea,  becaufe  it  did  not  arrive  at  Minorca  till  the  1 8 th 
of  April ,  a  long  Voyage  for  fo  fhort  a  Diftance ;  or 
it  did  not  fail  till  the  14th  of  April ,  and  was  but  four 
Days  ;  either  you  do  not  know  that  from  the  24th  of 
December  to  the  14th  of  April  is  four  Months,  or  you 
have  faid  what  all  Europe  knows  to  be  falfe,  take 
which  you  pleafe,  the  Credit  of  the  Ignorance  or  of 
the  Falfnood,  or  if  you  like  both  take  them,  indeed 
they  are  not  equal  to  your  Deferts.  Now  why  was 
th  is  Difcovery  (by  means  of  this  early  Intelligence) 
not  attended  to  ?  Did  the  Letter  come  through  your 
Hands  to  the  M — ■ — r?  And  did  he  know  your  Love 
of  Veracity  at  that  time  as  well  as  /  do  at  prefent,  and 
therefore  believe  that  nothing  true  could  come  from 
you  ?  plead  this  in  his  Excufe  next  time  you  write, 
and  this  you  can  aftert  from  your  own  authentic  Intelli¬ 
gence  within.  You  fee  how  dangerous  it  may  prove 
to  the  Nation  to  have  Men,  fufpeded  of  being  Liars , 
about  a  M - r. 

You  now  tell  us,  that  cc  Mr.  Byng  fet  fail  from  St. 
ct  Helens  April  the  6th,  and  arrived  in  three  and 

forty  Days  off  Minorca and  then  add,  “here 
“  doubtlefs,  it  will  be,  as  it  has  been  often  already 

u  afk’d, 
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‘  alk’d,  Whv  there  was  not  a  Squadron  in  the  Me- 
*«  dtterranean  early  enough  to  have  blocked  up  the 
«  French  Fleet  in  Port,  or  to  have  intercepted  it  in 
.<  its  Paflao-e  to  Minorca  ?  And  why  for  this  mofi  ne- 
«  ceffary  Service  it  did  not  fail  from  hence  by  the 
“  Beginning  of  March ,  at  the  lateft  ?  This  indeed 
has  been  aiked  and  never  anfwered  ;  I  wilh  you  bet¬ 
ter  Luck  than  thofe  who  have  preceded  you  ;  but  we 
(hall  fee.  You  then  fay,  «  It  will  be  aiked  again, 

«  why  this  Squadron,  even  when  joined  with  the 
«  three  already  .in  thofe  Seas,  was  fuperior  in  Num- 
«  her  to  the  French  Ships  by  only  one  Ship  ot  the 
“  Line?”  Indeed  this  Queftion  will  never  be  aiked  •, 
it  may  be  enquired,  why  the  Englifo  Fleet  was  one 
inferior?  Eleven  to  twelve  French  Ships  of  the  Line> 
as  the  Deptford  and  Portland  being  but  48  Gun  Ships, 
are  never  reckoned  of  the  Line.  Hence  it  appears. 
Sir  you  either  do  not  know  that  twelve  French  Ships 
are5  more  than  eleven  Englijh,  or  what  conftitutes  a 
Line  of  Battle  Ship ;  and  thus  you  exhibit  another 
Proof  of  your  Skill  in  Arithmetic,  or  of  your  Know¬ 
ledge  in  naval  Affairs.  Then  you  add,  “  I  have 
“  ftated  the  Queftions  fairly,  Gentlemen,  ,and  1  will 
«  anfwer  them  with  the  drifted  Truth.  Indeed 
you  have  miftaken  already  in  the  ftating,  y  two 
Ships  ;  and  you  will  not  anfwer  with  the  drifted  Re¬ 
gard  to  E ruth,  as  you  fhall  fee  immediately. 

.  To  do  this  effectually  you  fay,  “  It  is  proper  to 
“  take  a  Review  of  the  State  of  our  Navy  during  the 
«  Autumn  and  Part  of  the  Winter  :  in  thefc  Months 
“  thirty-one  Ships  of  the  Line  had  been  emp  oy  in 
“  cruizing  to  the  Weftward  to  which  you  (hould 
have  added  ufelefsly.  Thus  the  Fleet  of  England ,  once 
fo  Formidable,  became  an  unavailing  Expence  to  this 
Nation,  and  the  ObjeCt  of  Ridicule  in  the  Eyes 1  of  our 
Enemies ;  returning  as  you  confefs  (hatter  d, 
difabled,  during  which  time  many  bundled  Men, 
braver  than  himfelf,  were  alio  facrihced  by  the  fmifte 
Conduct,  or  from  fome  worfe  Motive,  of  one  perni¬ 
cious  Man. 
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„  IZ  r;:ie"lCOnt!n;;e’  . V  V;ce  Admiral 

„  be  O  rl,  'PS  i  l*  C°mmand’  to  the  Num- 
ber  of  thu teen  of  the  Line,  return’d  from  North 

simencn  about  the  Middle  of  November  ”  (NoW  I 

termlne'd  y°U  ^Rcafon this  Delay  ;  but  l  am  de- 
™nfd  ?nf  Jn  mV  Llff,  to  be  as  fecret  as  you  ) 

„  Moft,of  tllfaWeVn  bad  Condition,  had  fuffered 

«  Sn^at  )Y  111  Mafts’  •  Yards>  R'ggi»g;  and  the  whole 
;€  Sf».uadro,n  wa^  qtnte  bare  of  Stores,  and  greatly  di- 

“  Z Dfe!"'- tS?  n« vr  1  “Cbn'dby  ^ 
'f  Wimer  was  Zjt 

mot  hard-hearted  and  cruel,  the  mod:  floral  y  and 

“  pL  “"der  ""V, Appearance,  till  neat  the 
<c  v  d  ’  7anilaryi  that  has  been  known  thefe  40 

«  Jear  ;  the/e  'neY'^ab!e  Accidents  greatly  retarded 
the  Cure  of  the  fick  Men,  as  well  as  the  refitting 

our  Ships  again  for  Service.”  Thefe  Accidents  in¬ 
deed,  had  the  Sh,ps  been  at  Sea,  would  have  been 
very  great  Obftrudhons  to  their  being  refitted;  but 
how  the  high  Winds  and  high  Waves  at  Sea  (hould 
retard  the  refitting  of  Ships  in  Chatham,  P or tf mouth, 
and  Plymouth  Docks,  is  not  fo  eaf.Iy  to  be  compre¬ 
hended  ;  or  how  the  Winds  and  Waves  (hould  aftedt 
the  Sailors  Health  on  Shore.  You  then  tell  us,  “  that 
“  thole  that  were  dead  run  away ,  and  render'd  unfit 
■  for  Duty,  had  dimmed  the  Number  fo  greatly  that 
even  unufual  Means  could  not  fupply  the  Navy” 
And  here  you  (hould  have  added,  thefe  Things  were 
owmg  to  the  Want  of  Ventilators  and  of  good  Pro- 
vihons  on  board,  and  to  that  inhuman  Tyranny  of 
foremg  a  liberal  Race  of  Men  from  their  Families 
which  are  dear  to  them,  bound  like  Felons.  ’ 

However, «  it  feems,  notwithftanding  this  Train 
of  unhappy  Circumftances,  twenty-five  Ships  of  the 
I-.rne,  and  three  for  Convoys,  in  all  twenty-eight 
were  ready  by  the  Middle  of  January  ;  thirteen  of 
thefe  failed  January  the  30th,  and  return’d  in  fixteen 
Days.  Now,  Sir,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  tell  us,  that 

you 


(  39  > 

you  faw  a  Letter  dated  on  the  24th  of  December ,  which 
I  conclude  came  to  hand  before  the  thirtieth  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  >  Why  was  that  Fleet  of  Mr.  OJbourne  s  not  fent 
into  the  Mediterranean ,  after  having  convoyed  the 
Ships  to  the  Place  he  left  them  ?  And  why  was  that 
inojl  neceffary  Service,  as  you  term  it,  at  that  time 
negledfed  ?  For  as  thole  Ships  could  be  fpared  to  con¬ 
voy  a  Fleet  for  fixteen  Days,  notwithstanding  the 
dread  of  an  Invafion,  could  they  not  have  been  fent 
to  fave  Minorca  ?  Twenty-eight  were  ready,  fhould 
not  the  three  that  went  as  Convoys  have  been  detain¬ 
ed,  becaufe  the  more  important  Service  ought  to  fu- 

perfede  the  lefs  ;  the  M— - r  then,  if  an  Invafion 

was  apprehended,  adfed  weakly  to  deprive  us  of  the 
Ufe  of  that  Fleet  for  fixteen  Days,  during  which  time 
it  might  have  been  carried  into  Adtion ;  or  if  he  was 
under  no  Dread  of  that  Kind,  he  behaved  with  great 
Imbecillity,  or  fomething  more  criminal,  in  not  fend¬ 
ing  it  to  Minorca. 

You  then  inform  us,  that  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  with 
fourteen  Ships  of  the  Line,  fet  fail  about  the  Middle 
of  March ,  to  cruife  off  of  Breft  ;  you  then  fubjoin, 
44  Now  it  appears,  by  a  true  State  of  our  Fleet,  that 
44  not  fewer  than  forty-nine  Ships  were  employed  at 
44  the  Beginning  of  this  Month  ( March )  for  indif- 
44  penfible  Home-fervices whereof  it  feems  but 
eighteen  were  of  the  Line  ;  confequently,  however 
fhowy  the  Number  Forty-nine  may  appear,  no  more 
than  eighteen  ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  whole 
Number  of  the  Line  in  Commillion.  Now  where 
were  the  reft,  and  what  Truth  is  there  in  this  Ex¬ 
pedition  of  fitting  out  Ships  attributed  to  him  whom 
you  would  defend,  v/hen  eighteen  of  the  Line  only 
were  ready  for  Sea.  You  tell  us  after  this,  44  that 
*4  there  remained  in  Port,  not  under  Orders  to  proceed 
44  to  Sea ,  forty-fix  Ships  of  the  Line.”  And  how  many 
under  Orders  to  proceed  to  Sea  you  do  not  choofe  to 
mention.  44  Of  thefe,  twenty  were  only  in  a  Condi- 
44  tion  for  Service,  had  their  due  Numbers  of  Men 

44  been 
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*c  been  complete  :  but  in  thefe  they  were  deficient  by 
44  Two  thoufand  Two  hundred  and  Fifty-fix.  The 
44  Complements  of  the  other  twenty-fix  Ships  amount- 
44  ed  to  Thirteen  thoufand  Seven  hundred  and  Forty- 
44  eight.  But  from  this  Number,  deducing  the 
44  Officers,  Petty-officers,  and  Servants,  there  remain- 
44  ed  only  about  Two  thoufand  Two  hundred  Fore- 
44  mailmen ;  as  there  could  be  no  other  immediate 
44  Way  of  furnifhing  out  the  Complements  of  the 
44  twenty  Ships,  ready  in  all  other  Refpedts,  it  is  un- 
44  deniably  evident,  that  the  doing  fo,  would  have 
44  ftripped  the  other  twenty-fix  of  almoft  all  their 
44  Foremaft-men. 

The  firft  Obfervation,  on  this  Part,  is  that  in  giv¬ 
ing  this  Detail,  you  fay,  44  That  twenty  Ships  only 
44  could  be  fitted  out,  befides  thofe  under  failing  Or- 
44  ders.”  Pray  let  me  afk  you,  Are  failing  Orders 
irrevocable  ?  And  if  they  are  not,  why  were  they 
rot  contrad idled  for  the  fake  of  that  moft  important 
Service ,  the  Prefervation  of  Minor  cay  which  you  knew 
had  been  menaced  ever  fince  December  ?  Do  you  adt 
like  a  Lover  of  fair  Reprefentation  ?  by  fcreening  the 
true  Number  of  fitted  Ships,  in  excluding  thofe  under 
failing  Orders,  is  not  your  Defign  feen  through  ?  And 
when  you  after  t  that  taking  Two  thoufand  Two  hun¬ 
dred  Foremaft-men  would  deprive  the  twenty-fix  Ships 
of  all  their  Foremaft-men,  do  you  not  play  the  So- 
phift  moft  egregioufly  ?  You  firft  tell  us,  to  excufe  a 
Fleet’s  not  being  fent  into  the  Mediterranean ,  that  but 
twenty  Ships  could  immediately  be  mannd ;  and  ex¬ 
clude  thofe  under  failing  Orders.  And  then  to  excufe 
their  not  being  completely  mann’d,  that  taking  Two 
thoufand  Two  hundred  Seamen  from  the  other  twenty- 
fix  Ships,  would  have  ftrip’d  them  of  almoft  all  their 
Foremaft-men. 

Now,  Sir,  according  to  your  own  Way  of  reckon¬ 
ing,  that  Ships  unman’d,  tho1  in  Commiffion,  fhould 
never  be  carried  to  the  Account  of  adtive  Ships,  till 
their  Crews  are  complete;  as  there  were  but  Two 

thoufand 
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thoufand  Two  hundred  Seamen  amongft  the  twenty- 
fix,  the  taking  thefe  Hands  would  probably  not  have 
render’d  any  one  Ship  inactive ;  becaufe,  if  fo  few 
Men  were  equally  fpread  amongft  all  of  thefe  Ships, 
then,  not  one  of  them  was  near  ready  for  the  Seas* 
And  therefore,  not  one  could  be  render’d  ufelefs  ;  and 
if  thefe  Two  thoufand  Two  hundred  Seamen  had 
been  difpofed  in  a  Manner  to  make  whole  Crews, 
then  about  three  Ships  only  could  be  deprived  of  their 
Hands.  Thus,  inftead  of  ftripping  twenty-fix  of  their 
Crews,  and  thereby  rendering  fo  many  Ships  ineffec¬ 
tual,  as  you  would  infinuate,  from  taking  Two  thou¬ 
fand  Men ;  in  the  firft  Manner,  of  difpofing  thefe 
Men,  they  would  not  have  deprived  the  Kingdom  of 
the  Ufe  of  one  Ship,  becaufe  none  were  a  Quarter 
complete  in  their  Crews  ;  and  in  the  fecond  Manner, 
three  Ships  only  could  have  been  render’d  inactive, 
becaufe  the  whole  Amount  of  Foremaft-men  did  not 
exceed  the  Crews  of  fo  many  capital  Ships.  Now  at 
a  Moment  when  all  Europe,  was  convinced  of  the 
Danger  of  Minor ca,  and  you  and  the  M- — $  M- — — r 
had  known  it,  why  in  the  Month  of  March ,  after  re¬ 
peated  Intelligence  of  the  Defign  at  Toulon ,  were  not 
thofe  Men  taken  to  complete  the  Crews  of  the  Ships 
which  wanted  them  ?  and  why  were  not  the  failing 
Orders  of  thofe  Ships  remanded,  and  others  given 
whereby  to  have  completed  a  Squadron  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  of  Mahon?  This  would  effectually  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  whole  Scheme  of  attacking  Minorca .  Nowi 
iS/V,  need  I  intreat  your  ferious  Attention  to  thefe  Par - 
ticulars  ?  is  not  what  you  have  adopted ,  taken  from  un¬ 
certain  Memoirs  and  deceitful  Sugg tf l ions  ? 

Besides  what  has  been  already  faid,  there  is  yet 
another  Reafon  which  will  perfectly  efface  all  the  pal¬ 
liative  Defence,  that  you  have  made.  Even  fuppofing 
that  the  Ships  were  fo  few  as  you  affirm,  and  were 
neceffary  at  home  at  that  time,  whence  arole  this  Ne- 
ceffity  ?  Was  not  the  P - 1  of  £- - d  then  fitting  ? 

Was  not  a  Militia-bill  the  ardent  Purfuit  of  all  who 

F  loved 
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loved  their  Country  ?  Why  then  had  this  Aft,  fo  tie- 
ceflary  for  the  Prefervation  of  every  thing  dear  to  ho¬ 
ned  Men  in  this  Ifland,  been  rejected  ?  Why  had  it 
not  been  pafs’d  the  preceding  Year  ?  fince  Fleets  were 
then  known  to  be  difficultly  mann’d,  and  much  Ser¬ 
vice  mud  be  inevitably  wanted  from  them,  to  protect 
our  Trade,  Colonies- and  Poffeffions  :  by  this  Means 
all  the  Men  of  War  alrnod  might  have  been  deflin’d 
to  the  iifeful  Service  of  their  Country,  and  not  rode  at 

Spithead  in  mock  Parade  for  your  M - e  M - r  to 

go  on  board,  hoid  his  Flag  one  Day,  and  then,  as 
Admiral  ahfent  on  Leave,  receive  a  thoufand  a  Year 
of  the  Nation’s  Revenue  ever  fince  ;  infamous  In¬ 
dance  of  the  Third  of  Money  in  him  !  and  Profligacy 
in  thofe  who  acquiefce  in  it.  Why  don’t  you  infid 
upon  it,  that  ONE  Family  ought  to  engrofs  all  the 
Riches  and  Honours  of  the  Nation. 

Anfwer  thefe  Things,  and  then  tell  me,  whether 
Ignorance  or  Defign,  Avarice  or  Patriotifm  influenced 
mod  in  this  Conduct.  As  a  farther  Pretext  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  Fleet  at  home,  again  you  tell  us,  “  The 
“  French  Troops  were  all  along  their  Shore,  and 
cc  that  the  fmail  Craft  v/as  numerous  in  their  Ports, 
<c  and  that  they  had  it  in  their  Power  to  infult  this 
cc  Ifland  whenever  our  Inferiority  fliould  furmfh  them 
“  the  wifhed-for  Occafion.” 

And  here  you  mud  permit  me  to  tell  you,  that 
all  the  Navy  cA  England ,  dedined  as  that  was  at  Spit- 
lead ,  cannot  prevent  a  Defcent  on  this  Ifland  coming 
from  France  in  fmail  Craft ;  and  that  the  dationing  a 
Fleet  on  that  Account,  on  that  Spot,  is  as  erroneous 
and  abfurd  as  the  dedining  Mr.  Bofcawen  and  Sir 
Edward  Hawke  has  been  proved  to  be.  Whatever 
Invafion  fhall  come  in  fmail  Craft  from  Fiance  will 
undoubtedly  be  font  from  the  Ports  of  Flanders  and 
Picardy ,  becaufe  the  Paffiage  is  much  the  fhorted  be¬ 
tween  the  Goads  of  thofe  Provinces  and  thofe  of  Eng¬ 
land ,  and  particularly  in  the  Winter  Months,  fmail 

Craft  cannot  dare  to  tranfport  Troops  where  the  Dif- 

tance 
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tance  is  great ;  this  Craft  rendezvous’d  at  Dunkirk, 
Calais ,  and  Bologne ,  would  certainly  have  waited  a  fair 
Wind  to  come  over:  the  Wind  then  blowing  from 
South- eaft  to  North-call  would  have  landed  all  this  Craft, 
either  on  the.  Shores  of  Kent ,  Suffix,  or  Effix ,  untouched 
by  any  Fleet  from  Spithead ,  the  very  Winds  which  are 
fo  fair  to  bring  over  the  French  being  contrary  to  the 
Fleet  of  Spithead,  if  it  fhould  attempt  failing  to  op- 
pofe  their  Landing.  To  protect  the  Ifland  from  a 
Defcent  of  fmall  Craft,  a  Spithead  Expedition  will 
avail  nothing  ;  and  a  Squadron  before  Brefl  prohibit¬ 
ed  the  coming  out  of  their  Ships  of  War.  Thus 
even  had  our  Danger  been  ever  fo  great,  from  fmall 
Craft,  a  Fleet  kept  at  home  would  have  been  ineffec- 
tuah  Would  not  thefe  Ships  then  have  proved  more 
feniibly  employed  in  defending  Mahon,  which  they 
could  have  faved,  than  England  which  they  could 
not?  If  you  fay,  that  a  fufficient  Number  of  Ships 
were  then  in  the  Downs  to  prevent  the  Embarkation 
and  Defcent  in  fmall  Craft,  then  thofe  at  Spithead 
were  Hill  more  ufelefs  ;  if  you  anfwer  there  were  not, 
which  as  that  is  the  Truth,  probably  you  will  not ; 
then  why  were  thofe  Ships  detained  at  Spithead  which 
were  neceflary  in  the  Downs  ?  Befides  this,  every  ex¬ 
pert  Seaman  knows,  that  Ships  of  the  Line  are  of  lit¬ 
tle  Service  to  prevent  a  Defcent  made  in  the  Night, 
in  fmall  Craft,*  and  acrofs  fo  narrow  a  Channel,  as 
that  between  Flanders,  Picardy,  and  England. 

Thus,  Sir,  you  have  clenched  the  Arguments 

which  have  been  already  urged  againft  the  M - r 

by  your  manner  of  defending  him.;  and  when  you 
exhibit  your  aukward  and  ill-judged  Pathos  of  throw¬ 
ing  a  Veil  over  a  Scene  in  your  Eye,  a  kind  of  bunging 
your  Eye,  I  prefume,  you  let  fly  an  Arrow  againft  the 

M - r,  which  wounds  more  fatally  than  any  thing 

which  has  yet  parted  from  me:  You  lay,  u  Had  a 
cc  Defcent  been  then  attempted  ;  had  they  even  fa- 
cC  crificed  Fifteen  or  Twenty  thoufand  Men  in  the 
“  Attempt,  What  mud  have  been  the  Confequence 

F  2  '  “to 
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ct  to  this  great  Capital  ?”  Then  you  choofe  to  veil  it 
in  your  Eye ,  and  afk  the  Merchants,  if  they  don’t  en¬ 
tirely  feel  your  Reafons  for  fo  doing.  What  can  be 
a  more  envenomed  Satire  againft  thofe  M — - — rs  you 
are  defending,  than  fuggefting  that  Fifteen  or  Twen¬ 
ty  thoufand  Men  would  have  produced  a  Diftrefs 
which  you  are  afraid  to  look  upon  ?  for  that  is  the  Eng- 
lift)  of  the  Veil  and  the  Scene.  Good  Heavens!  that 
you,  a  Subject  born  to  Freedom,  fhould  renounce 
the  Love  of  your  Country ,  the  firft  Chriftian  and  Pa¬ 
gan  Virtue,  and  have  the  Face  to  defend  the  Actions 

of  M - rs,  who  you  confeis  have  reduced  and  left 

this  once  opulent  and  powerful  bland,  containing 
two  Millions  of  Men  able  to  bear  Arms,  open  to  In- 
valion,  and  to  fuffering  fuch  Scenes ,  as  even  you  are 
afraid  to  look  upon,  from  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand 
Frenchmen.  How  fimilar  in  their  Lives  and  Charac¬ 
ters  are  thofe  who  defend  the  Deftroyers  of  their  na¬ 
tive  Land  to  the  Men  they  dare  to  juftify.  I  hope 
there  are  but  three  Men  more  in  the  Kingdom  who 
would  dare  fuch  an  Adlion,  S — B — w,  and  T — k — r. 
And  this  wretched  State  to  which  England  is  reduced, 
it  is  that  the  Merchants  feel  fo  intimately  when  they 
read  your  Defence. 

After  all  the  Danger  and  Diftrefs  of  that  Scene  in 
your  Eye,  expreft  with  fuch  puffing  Pathetic,  you  tell 
us,  cc  The  Ad — n  did  not  look  upon  it  as  a  Meafure 
u  taken  abfolutely  at  Verfailles ,  nor  as  the  only  one  in 
<c  the  Plan  of  that  ambitious  Court ;  they  were  fully 

apprifed  of  the  Preparations  carrying  on  at  Foulon , 

and  they  v/ere  aware  that  either  of  thefe  Schemes 
“  might  prove  the  Feint  or  Reality  and  therefore 
very  cunningly  provided  againft:  neither  of  them. 

Not  againft  that  for  the  taking  Minorca ,  the  Event 
has  proved,  not  only  by  not  fending  Succours  and  a 
fufficient  Fleet,  but  by  fending  none  that  could  ar¬ 
rive  till  long  after  they  mud  have  been  aftured  the 
French  were  landed.  And  you,  by  confeffing  the 
Danger  we  were  in  from  Fifteen  thoufand  Men,  have 

acknowledged 
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acknowledged,  as  well  as  by  the  ftationing  of  the 
Ships,  that  this  Ifland  was  equally  negle&ed.  You 
then  fay,  “  This  French  Fleet  might  fail  through  the 
«  Straights  of  Gibraltar ,  either  to  fuccour  their  Colo- 
«  nies  in  North  America ,  or  to  put  our  Fleet  in  the 
“  Ocean  betwixt  the  two  Fires  of  the  Bred  and  Tou- 
“  Ion  Squadrons.”  You  mean,  I  fuppofe,  by  might, 
it  was  barely  poffible  •,  but  was  it  more  probable  than 
their  attacking  Conftantinople  by  way  of  reducing  Eng¬ 
land  ?  If  your  M — e  M — r  knew  the  Fleet  was  fitting 
at  Toulon ,  he  knew  the  Nature  of  the  Ships  which 
were  engaged  for  tranfporting  the  Troops;  thefe 
were  chiefly  Tartans,  Veffels  adapted  to  the  mild 
Seas  and  fliort  Voyages  of  the  Mediterranean ,  as  little 
able  to  bear  the  Storms  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  as  you 

are  to  defend  the  M - r.  Was  it  probable  then 

that  thefe  Ships  were  defigned  for  America ,  particu¬ 
larly  when  it  was  known  that  the  Duke  de  Richlieu 
was  to  command  the  Expedition,  who  would  as  foon 
attempt  to  defend  your  Writings  as  a  Voyage  to  that 
Part  of  the  World  ?  And  pray,  were  the  old  Women 
and  live  Oxen  to  go  to  America  in  Tartans  alio?  Was 
this  probable  to  any  Heads  but  fuch  as  yours  and  of 
thofe  whom  you  defend  ?  Improbable  as  this  muft  ap¬ 
pear,  the  coming  with  all  this  Apparatus  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  Tranfports,  to  put  our  Fleet  between  two  Fires, 
is  yet  even  more  incredible  and  ridiculous.  Could 
that  from  “Toulon  and  that  from  Bred  have  met  as  re¬ 
gularly  as  the  two  Parts  of  a  Pair  of  Sciflars,  and  have 
cut  off  our  Fleet  betwixt  them  ?  If  not,  one  coming 
before  the  other,  muft,  as  it  was  inferior  to  ours, 
probably  have  been  beaten,  and,  not  unlikely,,  jhe 
other  after  it ;  and  furely  they  would  not  have  in- 
cumbered  themfelves  with  fo  many  Tranfports  in 
fuch  an  Undertaking.  But  let  us  fuppofe  either  or 
thefe  was  the  Defign,  was  the  Toulon  Fleet  there¬ 
fore  to  be  neglected,  and  not  a  fufficient  Force  fent 
to  oppofe  it  ?  Thus  you  fee  that  the  Head  and  Heart 

had  been  left  expofed  to  Danger,  if  the  two  Fleets, 

according 
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according  to  your  own  Account,  had  taken  ours  be. 
tween  two  Fires,  and  the  Limbs  have  been  as  little 
taken  care  of  alfo  ;  for  I  believe  that  thofe  two  Fleets, 
after  engaging  ours  off  of  Btrji,  v/here  their  Superi¬ 
ority  would  moft  likely  have  given  them  the  Vi&ory, 
might  have  proceeded  diredly  to  the  Heart,  for  any 
Interruption  that  the  Fleet  which  you  have  deferibed 
could  have  given  them  :  and  thus,  according  to  your 
Way  of  thinking,  the  delaying  a  Fleet  for  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  lay  open  the  Head  and  Heart  of  England 
to  an  Invafion. 

But  now  you  come  to  tell  us,  our  moft  vigorous 
Endeavours  however  were  ufed  to  fecure  this  Part  of 
the  Britifh  Dominions  likewife  ;  as  well  as  to  lend  out 
a  Force  Efficient  for  our  Colonies ;  that  is,  on  thefecond 
and  third  of  March  ;  two  Months  after  you  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  having  feen  a  Letter  which  gave  an  Account 
of  the  Toulon  Squadron  and  Expedition.  You  fay,  our , 
that  is,  yours  and  the  M - e  M - r’s  moft  vigo¬ 

rous  Endeavours  were  ufed  to  fecure  this  Part  of  the 
Britifh  Dominions  alfo.  I  am  afraid  that  this  Vigor  in 
preparing  a  Fleet  is  pretty  much  like  a  Vigor  of  an¬ 
other  Kind,  for  which  he  has  been  no  lefs  remarkable. 
At  this  Diftance  of  Time,  you  fay  Orders  were  firft 
i ftued  for  preffing  from  Protections,  and  laying  an 
Embargo  on  all  Merchant-fhips.  Now  pray,  why 
were  thefe  Orders  fo  long  delayed  ?  Do  you  imagine 
your  Note  after  ting  that  March  is  the  ordinary  Month 
for  fitting  out  Ships  will  be  an  Excufe  for  the  Delay? 
The  Merchants  will  tell  you  that  January  and  Febru¬ 
ary  are  equally  fo,  and  where  would  you  drive  the 
Sailors  in  any  of  thefe  Months  more  than  in  Marchy 
when  an  Embargo  was  laid  on  the  Merchants  Ships  ? 
And  why  were  the  Ten  Ships  fir  (l  order’d  to  be  fitted 
out  on  the  third  ol  March  for  the  Mediterranean ,  when 

you  and  the  M - r  had  certain  Intelligence  of  the 

Foil! on  Preparations  in  December  ?  T  hen  you  fay. 

From  this  fair  Deduftion  of  Particulars,  it  follows 
4<  clearly,  that  a  Squadron  of  equal  Strength  could 

“  not 
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u  j^ot  have  been  difpatched  to  the  Meditert atican  con- 
t<  ftftentlv  with  the  Security  of  this  Kingdom.  And 
“  thus  much  in  Reply  to  the  firft  Queftion Now, 
tho’  this  Reply  has  been  evidently  proved  to  be  to¬ 
tally  infufficient,  1  fhall  immediately  lhow  you  that 
your  laft  Words  are  all  a  Falfhood,  and  that  a  much 
greater  Fleet  might  have  been  fpared,  confiftent  with 

the  Security  of  this  Kingdom.  . 

We  now  come  particularly  to  the  Cate  or  Air. 

JSyng  ;  where  you  tell  us,  “  the  ill  Succefs  of  our  Me- 
tt  diterranean  Scjuadron  has  given  Occafion  to  lav, 
tc  that  a  greater  Force  fhould  have  been  lent.  Let 
“  us  fee  then,  whether  we  could  have  reafonably 
“  fpared  more  Ships  at  that  Time  ;  and  to  judge  of 
t<  this,  we  muft  look  impartially  into  the  State  of  our 

Fleet  at  FLome,juft  beiore  the  Scjuadiou  in  cjueftion 
«  put  to  Sea.  Exclufive  of  it,  and  Six  Ships  more 
“  for  the  Colonies,  there  remained  either  cruiling  or 
«  going  to  cruife,  Twenty-fix;  and  in  Harbour 
“  Twenty-four,  not  under  failing  Orders.  Cf  the  lat¬ 
te  j-er?  Nine  only  were  otherwife  ready,  could  they 
“  have  been  manned  ;  but  they  wanted  of:  their  Com¬ 
te  plement  above  Eleven  hundred  ;  and  the  Six  Ships 
“  defigned  for  the  Colonies  wanted  Three  hundred 
“  and  Seventy-feven.  The  remaining  Fifteen,  of 
“  the  Twenty-four  in  Harbour,  were  either  fitting 
<-  qj-  refitting.  They  muftered  about  Eight  hun- 
“  dred  Foremaft-men  ;  however  you  fay,  by  means 
“  of  thefe,  and  ftripping  one  Ship,  it  would  be 
“  juft  poflible  to  man  the  other  eight ;  and  then 
“  Thirty-four  Ships  of  the  Line  were  the  whole  Force 
“  we  had  to  employ  in  Services  at  Horne  ;  of  which 
“  it  was  now  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  have  nineteen 
“  cruifing  before  Brejt  and  Rocbfort. 

Here,  I  fancy,  it  will  be  proved,  you  did  not 
know  the  State  of  the  Fleet,  or  have  delignedly  mil- 
reprefented  it.  It  appears  that  feme  of  thefe  were 
actually  cruifing.  You  fhould  have  told  the  Number, 

and  of  thofe  going  to  cruife  alio.  Do  you  imagine 

that 
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that  Ships  being  named  to  cruife,  is  a  fufiicient  Rea- 
fon  that  they  fhall  not  be  countermanded ,  when  a 
greater  Service  requires  them  ?  Their  being  dejiined 
to  cruife  then,  is  no  Juftification  for  their  not  being 
fent  to  the  Mediterranean ,  tho’  their  being  on  adlual 
Cruife  may.  And  yet,  even  in  this  Cafe,  thofe  fhould 
have  been  recalled  for  this  mojl  important  Service ;  as 
all  letter  Advantages  ought  for  ever  to  yield  to  the 
acquiring  greater,  when  both  cannot  be  obtained. 
But,  “  thirty-four,  (you  fay,  exclufive  of  Mr.  Byng’s 
“  and  the  Colony  Squadron)  were  all  that  could  truly 
“  be  reckoned  fit  for  the  Sea;  and  the  whole  Force 
<c  we  had  to  employ  in  Service  at  Home  :  of  which 
u  it  v/as  now  indifpenfably  necettary  to  have  nineteen 
“  cruizing  before  Breft  and  Rocbfort Here,  Sir, 
you  mifreprefent  or  forget ;  Sir  Edward  Hawke  had 
failed,  according  to  your  own  Account,  the  12th  of 
March ,  with  fourteen  Sail  of  the  Line .  Now  if  nine¬ 
teen  were  judged  necettary  to  cruife  before  Breft , 
five  additional  Ships  would  have  completed  that  Num¬ 
ber.  For  certainly  you  don’t  mean  to  fay,  that  the 
former  fourteen  were  to  be  joined  by  nineteen  more, 
in  all  thirty-three  Ships,  or  to  be  changed  after  a 
three  Weeks  Cruife.  Thus,  inftead  of  nineteen  be¬ 
ing  wanted,  five  only  of  the  thirty-four  were  necettary  ; 
and  then  the  remaining  Number  would  have  been 
twenty-nine,  befides  Mr.  Byng  s  Squadron,  and  that 
for  the  Colonies.  Is  it  not  Pity  that  fuch  an  impartial 
Writer,  fuch  a  candid  Lover  of  Truth,  a  Man  di¬ 
verted  of  all  Defign  to  ferve  any  Caufe  but  that  of  his 
Country ,  fhould  have  fo  fhort  a  Memory  ?  Thus,  Sir, 
you  have  given  a  falfe  Reprefentation,  according  to 
your  own  Way  of  ftating  the  Navy;  and  as  Things 
did  not  ftand  as  you  reprefent  them,  all  your  Reafons 
deduced  from  thence  muft  fall  to  the  Ground ;  and 
your  Arguments,  which  were  offered  for  not  fending 
a  Fleet  into  the  Mediterranean  in  March ,  and  refuted, 
are  here  again  proved  to  be  abfolutely  infufficient. 

You. 
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You  affirm  alfo,  cc  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  ap¬ 
parent  Neceffity  for  fending  a  Fleet  fooner  than 
this  under  Mr.  Byng tho’  you  have  already  faid* 
you  were  acquainted  with  the  Toulon  Preparations  as 
long  fince  as  December .  And  then  fay,  u  That  ten 
Sail,  with  three  already  in  thofe  Seas,  making  in 
all  eleven  of  the  Line,  and  two  Forty-eight  Gun 
Ships,  compofed  a  Strength  fuperior  to  any  the 
French  could  have  there,  even  according  to  the 
largefh  Accounts/’  And  this,  after  you  have  told 
us,  that  you  knew  in  December  the  French  Fleet  would 
confift  of  twelve  Ships  of  the  Line.  You  increafe 
every  Minute  in  the  Goodnefs  of  your  Memory,  or 
your  Love  of  .Truth.  And  fuch  a  Fleet  you  fay, 
might  probably  have  enfured  Succefs.”  But  how 

was  the  M - -r  fure  that  Mr.  Byng  and  Mr..  Edge- 

cumbe  could  join  ?  We  flail  fee  immediately  if  this 
Probability  was  well  founded. 

The  next  Thing  you  enter  upon,  is  the  Equip¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Byng's  Fleet ;  in  which  you  as  ftrenu- 
oufly  adhere  to  the  Truth,  as  you  have  all  along. 
You  declare  no  Fleet  was  ever  better  equip’d,  or 
manned  with  abler  Hands.  As  to  the  Equipping, 
the  contrary  is  remarkable;  not  a  Store- (hip,  Fire- 
(hip,  or  Hofpital-fhip,  Things  never  omitted  till  then, 
was  to  accompany  fo  large  a  Fleet.  Phefe  three 
effential  Particulars  then,  were  wanting  in  the  Equip¬ 
ment  ;  the  Intrepid  alfo,  which  arrived  at  that.  Time, 
was  given  in  at  Spithead  to  the  Admiral,  by  Captain 
Young*  as  unfit  for  a  foreign  Voyage;  became  (he 
had  made  fo  much  Water  thro’  her  upper  Works, 
tho’  the  Ports  were  caulk’d,  that  he  had  been  obliged 
to  fkuttle  the  lower  Deck,  to  let  the  Water  into  the 
Hold,  in  order  to  be  pumped  up  :  in  this  Condition 
(he  failed.  One  of  the  Squadron  was  not  well  equip’d 
then;  befides  which,  one  or  two  more  of  the  fleet 
wanted  careening.  Your  next  affertion  is,  u  That 
the  Toulon  Squadron  was  lll-mann  d,  made  up  of 
the  Sweepings  of  Toulon ,  old  Men  pall  Service, 
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U  ana  Boys  not  come  to  it.”  Thefe  things  are  eafily 
faid,  though  the  contrary  is  eafy  to  be  proved ;  but 
fuppofing  the  Fleet  ill  manned  at  its  leaving  Toulon , 
it  was  much  otherwife  on  the  Day  of  Battle  •,  the  Ad¬ 
miral  had  all  the  Sailors  of  two  hundred  Tranfports 
to  add  to  his  Crews,  and  then  to  choofe  the  beft  for 
his  Squadron,  and  put  theworft  to  look  after  the 
Tranfports  at  Anchor ;  and  by  this  Means  no  Fleet 
was  ever  better  manned  than  that  of  La  Galijfontere 
on  the  Day  of  Battle.  What  Regard  then  is  there 
to  be  paid  to  what  you  fay  ?  You  then  hop  to  make 
an  Obfervation  worthy  fo  keen  an  Underltanding, 
“  that  Ships  though  in  Commiflion,  yet  not  prepared 
“  for  the  Seas,  ought  not  to  be  reckoned  fit  for  Ser- 
“  vice.”  Which  is  as  Ihrewd  as  my  old  Aunt’s 
Obfervation,  that  Sampfon ,  though  the  (Iron  gelt  Man, 
could  not  put  on  his  Breeches  before  he  had  them. 

You  then  lay,  44  With  fuch  a  Squadion,  that  is, 
<«  with  ten  Ships  of  the  Line,  Mr.  Byng  fet  fail  the 
“  6th  of  April-,  and  that  it  is  with  equal  Shame  and 
“  Indignation  you  purfue  the  Sequel  of  the  Narrative, 
“  wifhing  it  to  be  buried  in  Oblivion,  for  the  Dif- 
«  grace  it  has  brought  on  the  Britijh  Flag,  and  the 
“  fatal  Difalters  confequent  on  that  Difgrace,  by  one 

“  Man’s - ,  but  let  the  Juflice  of  the  Nation 

“  give  it  a  Name.”  And  I  add,  fix  who  that  one 
Man  is,  if  they  are  not  already  unanimous  that  this 
Misfortune  is  owing  to  the  fame  Man,  who  has  never 
Rationed  one  Fleet  right  fince  the  Beginning  of  the 
War.  Then  you  are  taken  with  a  fit  of  Tendernefs 
about  condemning  the  greateft  fuppofed  Criminal, 
juft  after  you  have  been  exerting  every  thing  but 
Truth  to  condemn  him  in  your  Readers  Opinion. 
Are  not  you,  in  fa£t,  the  Thing  you  pretend  to  abhor, 
unjuft,  ungenerous,  and  a_kin  to  Cowardice? 

And  in  this  Place  you  mull  excnfe  my  choofing  to 

infert  a  few'Things  which  you  have  chofen  to  fupprels, 

it  is  the  different  Behaviour  of  Mr.  Byng  and  the 
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p  ^  a  1\/f _ f  for  a  little  while  before  the  Admiral 

failed,  and  then  alk  you  a  few  Queftions. 
r  It  mod  undeniably  appears,  that  the  haftening 
out  the  Fleet  was  not  the  Furfuit  of  the  M  e 

M _ r,  becaufe  at  Mr.  Byngs  Arrival  at  Portfmoutb 

he  was  ordered  pofitively  not  to  man  his  Fleet  out  of 
the  Torbay,  EJfex,  Prince  Frederick,  Colcbefler,  or  Grey¬ 
hound,  or,  if  poffible  to  be  avoided,  with  any  Ships 

Crews  in  a  ferviceable  Condition, '  under  the  Notion 

of  being  wanted  on  more  preffing  Service.  Was  not 
this  done  with  Defign  to  delay  his  Departure  as  much 
as  poffible,  and  preferring  the  inferior  to  the  iupenor 
Objed,  as  no  fuch  preffing  Service  has  ever  iince 

wanted  them?  . ■  c  . 

Does  it  not  feem  to  coincide  with  the  Idea  ot  giv¬ 
ing  up  Minorca,  all  along  fo  vifible,  by  frill  detaining 
the  Means  of  Relief  ?  On  the  2.1ft  of  March,  in  the 
Evening,  the  Admiral  received  a  Letter  from  tie 

Secretary  of  the  A - ty,  at  the  Command  ot  Mr. 

Fox,  preffing  the  utmoft  Diligence  in  getting  his 
Squadron  into  failing  Order,  explaining  the  Neceffity 
he  was  under  of  being  ready  for  immediate  Service 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  inclofing  the  Reafons  in  an 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Brijlol  at  Turin,  to  Mr. 
Fox,  communicating  the  Intention  of  the  French  to 

invade  Minorca.  .  „  ,  .  r 

In  Aufwer  to  this,  the  Admiral  exprefles  his  uling 

all  poffible  Difpatchj  and  that  in  eight  or  ten  Days  he 
hoped  to  be  ready  ;  at  the  fame  T.  ime  accompanying 
this  with  a  State  of  the  Ships,  intimating  thereby  that 
from  thefe,  if  an  Order  was  difpatched  to  him  to  take 
what  were  ready,  he  might  be  at  Sea  in  a  few  Hours. 

And  here,  not  to  do  as  you  do,  lump  the  Ships 
cruifing  and  not  cruifing,  under  failing  Orders  and 
not  under  failing  Orders;  I  will  give  you  the  Names 
of  thofe  that  were  at  Portfmoutb :  There  was  the  Ad¬ 
miral’s  Divilion  of  ten,  beftdes  this,  the  Prince  of  90, 
the  Prince  George  of  80,  the  Invincible  and  Torbay  -ot 

74,  the  Monmouth ,  Tar  mouth,  Effex,  NaJJau,  and 
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Prince  Frederick  of  64,  the  Nottingham,  Prineefs  Auf 
gufta ,  and  Anfon  of  60  ;  all  thefe  Ships,  twelve  of  the 
Line,  were  full  manned,  or  had  more  than  their  Com¬ 
plements. 

In  the  Harbour,  the  Royal  Ann  and  Duke  of  90, 
the  Barfleur  of  80,  tne  Swiftfure ,  Bedford ,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  of  64,  the  Bnftol  and  Colchefter  of  50,  the  Romney 
40,  the* Greyhound,  Gibraltar ,  Nightingale ,  and  Uni¬ 
corn  of  20  Guns.  All  of  which  except  the  four  firft 
were  manned. 

Tell  me  then,  why  the  M - e  M - r  did  not 

immediately  order  a  Squadron  to  proceed  to  Sea,  and 
increafe  it  by  the  Means  of  thefe  Ships  ready  for  fail¬ 
ing  ;  particularly  as  Mr.  Kepple  was  ordered  by  the 
Letter  received,  in  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Byng'  s,  to  Sail  as 
foon  as  poflible  with  the  EJfex ,  Gibraltar ,  and  Unicorn 
on  a  Cruife  ?  Thefe  might  have  been  added  to  the 
Mediterranean  Squadron,  without  leffening  the  home 
Defence  ?  Why  did  he  not  order  full  mann’d  Ships 
to  be  taken,  and  change  the  Intrepid ,  and  thofe  that 
wanted  Careening,  for  Ships  perfectly  equipt  ?  Why 
did  he  not  order  the  Admiral  to  man  his  Fleet  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  others?  Why  did  not  he  add  three 
Line  of  Battle  Ships  to  the  EJfex ,  and  join  them 
to  the  Mediterranean  Squadron  ?  Three  Ships  could 
not  have  preferved  this  Nation.  Why  did  the  M — e 

M - r  delay  the  Fleet  from  the  25th  of  March  to 

the  6th  of  April*  after  the  Letter  came  to  Mr.  Fox  s 
Hands  and  from  him  to  the  Admiral,  by  not  doing  as 
is  juft  faid,  and  by  ft  ill  ordering  Mr.  Byng  to  man 
his  Fleet  from  Tenders  and  Holpital-fhips  only  ;  and 
then  not  till  the  Stirling-CaJHe  was  provided  with  her 
Complement?  Thefe  are  Things  which  you  did  well 
to  hide  amongft  your  Inftru&ions,  not  fit  to  be  re¬ 
vealed,  for  the  fame  Reafon  that  this  was  concealed. 
Is  there  any  Man  who  can  longer  believe  even  lucli 

Ignorance  as  the  M — e  M - r  poffeffes  could  have 

been  the  foie  Caufe  of  this  Delay,  efpecially  after 
Mr.  Fox  had  ordered  him  to  expedite  the  Fleet  and 
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fl,ewn  him  Ms  Intelligence  i  There  mull  be  feme 
other  Reafon  in  tMs  premeditated  Delay  ;  I  wi(h  I 
was  not  convinced  that  the  Duke  *  Mm fax  had 
Two  hundred  and  Seventy-four  thoufand  Pounds  re- 
fitted  him  from  France  a  little  before  he  left  this 

^Putting  all  thefe  Things  together,  is  it  credible 
that  Minorca  was  ever  intended  to  be  relieved i  part'cu" 
larlv  when  it  is  obferved,  that  the  general  and  fubaltern 
Officers  of  the  Regiments  at  Mahon,  to  the  Number  ot 
fixtv  were  all  the  Time  of  this  Preparation  at  Toulon  iut- 
fered  to  remain  in  England ;  that  Six  thoufand  Troops 
offered  to  this  Court  by  the  Modenefe  Minifter,  were 
refufed  and  that  no  Reinforcements  were  fent,  nor 
Regard  paid  to  Blakeney' s  Requeft,  who  is  but  now  / 
differed  to  return,  hoping,  as  they  were,  that  old 
Age  might  clofe  thofe  Lips  from  uttering  fuch  Truths 

as  mult  undo  the  M — • — r. 

And  laftly,  when  it  is  farther  remarked,  that  a 

Fleet  even  beaten  before  the  French  had  landed  in  Mi¬ 
norca,  could  have  faved  the  Place,  becaufe  it  would 
have  had  a  Harbour  to  retire  to  and  refit,  and  fupplied 
the  Garrifon  and  lfiand  with  Men  to  repel  the  Enemy. 

As  to  the  Determinations  of  the  Council  of  War, 
you  will  excufe  me  if  I  believe  that  thofe  Men  on  the 
Spot,  Judges  of  the  whole  Affair,  have  founded  their 
Decifion  on  better  Reafons  than  you  have  conceived 
to  found  your  Conclufions  on ;  and  when  you_  tell  us 
they  reafoned  amifs  in  determining  that  Gibraltar 
was  in  danger  if  the  Fleet  was  beaten,  and  that  it 
ran  no  danger  at  all  becaufe  it  has  not  bztnftnce  at¬ 
tacked.  I  will  allow  you  the  Force  of  this  Argument, 
if  you  pleafe,  taking  the  fame  Advantage  to  myfelf 
alfo,  that  this  Kingdom  has  not  been  in  Danger  of 
an  Attack,  becaufe  it  has  not  been  attacked ;  and 
therefore  our  whole  Fleet  might  have  been  fent  on 
real  Service.  Befides,  the  Defence  of  Gibraltar  was 
one  Article  in  Mr.  Byiig’-s  Orders.  The  .Council  of 

War  then  were  not  more  out  in  their  judgment  than 
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the  M - e  M - r.  How  impartial  you  appear  in 

the  reprefentations  and  Inferences  which  you  make  in 
the  two  fimilar  Cafes  of  Gibraltar  and  England. 

You  now  come  to  “  Mr.  Byng's  arriving  off  Mi- 
“  norca  at  the  very  Time  that  a  Commander  of  Spi- 
“  rit  and  Enterprize  would  have  wifned  precifely  to 
“  arrive,”  as  you  declare  ;  and  then  you  add  the 
Realbn,  “  becaufe  fuch  a  Commander  had  an  Op- 
“  portunity  of  engaging  the  Enemy’s  Fleet,  and  pro - 
ic  bably  ruining  the  whole  Undertaking,  with  mod 
u  Reputation  to  himfelf  and  moft  Glory  to  his  Coun- 
try.  Could  a  Greenville  or  a  Drake  arife  for  a  Mo- 
16  ment  from  the  Dead,  to  pronounce  upon  this  Opi- 
u  nion,  I  am  confident,  by  all  they  thought  and 
u  adfed  upon  fimilar  Occafions,  they  would  heartily 
“  confirm  it.”  And  I  am  confident  that  as  you  have 
been  confidently  wrong  in  all  you  have  faid  hitherto, 
that  you  are  in  this  alfo,  and  that  Greenville ,  Drake , 
and,  you  may  add,  Admiral  fVarren>  are  of  Opinion, 

that  in  comparing  the  two  Addons  of  the  M - e 

M - r  and  Mr.  Byng ,  that  of  the  firft  in  the  Chan¬ 

nel,  and  that  of  the  latter  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  if 
your  Friend  deferved  a  Barony  for  that  Adtion,  Byng 
deferves  a  Dukedom  for  his,  and  if  Byng  deferves 
Death,  the  other  deferves  it  with  Torture  ;  for  cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  the  Succefs  of  that  Adtion  in  the  Channel 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  fnperior  Skill  and  Courage 
of  Sir  Peter  IVarren  ;  and  if  being  diftant  from  the 
Enemy  is  a  Crime,  how  great  is  that  of  the  M — —  e 

IS/T - -r,  who  was  not  within  nine  Miles  of  the 

Enemy  during  the  Engagement?  why  is  he  feized  with 
Horrors  at  the  Word  Chace  ?  had  not  Sir  Peter  broke 
thro’  the  Orders  of  the  Commander  in  Chief,  the 
whole  French  Fleet  would  have  efcaped,  as  too  many 
did  by  the  prepoflerous  Behaviour  of  the  Man  you  dare 
to  defend.  Wherefore  an  Examination  of  Mr.  Byng 
and  him,  as  Commanders  in  the  Day  of  Battle,  may 
probably  be  given  to  the  Public  hereafter.  Let  me 
now  enquire  on  what  you  ground  your  Probability  of 
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all  this  Glory  to  Mr.  Byng  and  the  Nat, on  ;  tins  will 
be  bell  done  by  comparing  the  two  Fleets. 

First  the  Englijh  and  French  Fleets  were  equal  in 
Number  of  Ships.  From  this  Circumftance  no  proba¬ 
ble  Advantage  could  be  drawn  in  favour  of  one  Side 

La  Galiffoniere  was  fuperior  m  Number  of  Guns, 

according  to  the  M - 1  Account,  by  twenty-two, 

and  according  to  the  true  Account,  fifty.  Here  the 
Probability  of  Succefs  is  againd  Mr.  Byng,  as  much 
as  fifty  can  influence  in  932  Cannon,  which  is  equal 
to  a  Fifty-gun  Ship  •,  thus  La  Galiffoniere  in  this  Re- 

fpedt  was  thirteen  to  twelve  againd  Byng. 

W  Weight  of  Metal,  the  Shot  of  the  Foudroyant 
exceeds  that’  of  the  Ra,n, ll.es.  In  each  general  D,t 
charge,  by  five  hundred  feventy-two  Pounds,  almoit 
a  third  of  the  whole  Weight ;  in  Men  a  low  d  for 
Small-arms,  the  fame  Superiority  exifts  in  favour  of 
the  Foudroyant,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Appeal  to  the 
People  Thus  then  on  account  of  thefe  fuperior  Pow¬ 
ers  if  you  add,  a  Third  of  the  Number  Twelve,  to 
La  Galiffoniere ,  the  French  will  be  increafed  as  fixteen 
to  twelve  •,  and  then  taking  in  alio  the  Number  of 
fifty  Guns,  already  mentioned,  as  another  Ship,  the 
Enemy’s  Fleet  mud  be  confidered  as  feventeen  to 
twelve.  Now,  Sir,  on  what  Probability ,  m  Favour  of 
England ,  could  an  Admiral  of  Spirit  and  Enterprize 
found  his  Expectations  of  ruining  the  Undertaking  01 
the  French  ?  Nay,  had  he  conquer’d,  is  there  a  Pro¬ 
bability  of  his  being  able  to  keep  the  Seas  and  relieve 
Mahon,  as  he  had  no  Soldiers  to  land,  and  his  dimi- 
nifhed  Crews  would  have  required  all  his  Hands  to 
navigate  his  Ships,  through  fear  of  being  attacked  in 
returning  home  ?  Are  not  you  as  excellent  at  calculat¬ 
ing  Probabilities  as  in  the  Knowledge  of  common 
Arithmetic,  meafuring  Time,  Acquaintance  with 
Geography,  Love  of  Truth,  and  Service  of  your 
Countrv  ?  Now  do  you  dill  believe,  the  Probability 

of  Succefs  remains  on  the  Side  of  England,  if  Green- 
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ville  and  Drake  could  be  Judges  ?  You  then  let  loote 
a  Rant  “  about  a  daftardly  half-foul’d  Race _ Roman¬ 
tic — Vifionary — Gallantry - Noblenefs  of  Spirit— 

“  Britain - degenerate  Pirates  and  Free-booters ; 

“  that  our  Commanders  folicit  Employments,  not  for 
“  the  fake  of  glorious  Danger,  but  to  wear  the  Livery 
“  for  humbler  Motives.”  Is  not  this  the  Scurility  you 
complain  of?  This  I  am  afraid  hits  as  hard  as  any 

thing  can  well  do  upon  your  M — e  M - r,  whole 

Voyage  round  the  World  was  more  of  that  piratical 
and  free-booting  Order  than  any  I  remember,  and 
who,  fnug  from  Danger,  at  prelent  wears  the  Livery 
and  is  paid  for  only  having  hoilted  his  Flag  at  Spit- 
head,  dined  on  board  with  the  D — e,  as  Admiral,  on 
Leave  of  Abfence  from  that  time  to  this.  Had  not 
you  better  have  blotted  out  this  PalTage  ? 

You  now  tell  us,  the  French,  difcovering  the  En- 
glijh  Fleet,  fent  for  a  Reinforcement  from  the  Duke 
de  Rich  Hen  ;  and  that  thofe  Men  were  fent  out  in  Tar¬ 
tans  to  the  Affillance  of  the  Fleet.  And  then  you  alk, 
if  this  is  not  a  Confirmation  of  the  bad  Condition  in 
which  their  Fleet  put  to  Sea  ?  Now  thefe  Men  were 
all  Land  Soldiers  to  increafe  the  Number  of  Small 
Arms ;  an  admirable  Proof  of  the  Fleet’s  Want  of 
Sailors ;  juft  as  good  as  if  I  fhould  infer  that  having 
no  Beef  a-board  Ship,  the  Fleet  wanted  Water ;  or 
becaufe  you  have  not  common  Senfe  in  your  Arguments, 
that  therefore  you  want  a  good  Stomach.  The  num¬ 
bers  on-board  were  ftill,  notwithftanding  the  taking 
thefe,  and  preventing  more,,  as  17  to  12;  was  not 
that  Superiority  enough  ?  Indeed  I  think  with  you, 
that  Day  of  Battle  will  be  long  remember’d  by  the 
Friends  of  England  with  Pain;  and  I  hope  will  be 
mark’d  with  exemplary  Jultice  on  thofe  who  confpir- 
ed  to  produce  the  Calamities  which  it  has  already,  and 
mult  hereafter,  bring  on  this  finking  Nation. 

You  now,  as  you  advance,  grow  more  refined  in 
your  Oblervations  ;  and  pronounce  “  that  the  taking 
“  One  hundred  and  fix  Men,.  Officers  and  Soldiers, 
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«  two  Tartans,  was  particularly,  encouraging ;  and 
«<  might  have  been  interpreted  without  much  Super- 
«  ttition  into  an  Aflurance  of  Vi&ory.”  And  why  ? 

Becaufe  every  Circuroflance  to  confirm  the  Bold,  or 
**  animate  the  Fearful,  concurred  on  our  Side,  the 
it  Sailors  all  in  higli  Spirits,  the  Officers  determined 
“  and  eager  to  lliew  themfelves  Englijhmen  •”  and 
how  do  you  know  but  the  French  were  as  high-fpirit- 
ed,  and  as  eager  to  fhew  themfelves  Frenchmen?  “  And 
«  the  Wind  blowing  all  Day  long  to  favour  our  At- 
“  tack;”  which  is  no  Favour  at  all,  unlefs  the  Admi¬ 
ral  had*  been  prepared  with  Fire-fhips  to  fend  in 
amongft  the  Enemy’s  Fleet  to  Leeward  ;  and  thofe 
your  M — e  M - r  had  not  permitted  to  accom¬ 

pany  him.  Now  do  you  and  the  fagacious  Head  you 
are  defending  believe  that  high  Spirits,  Eagernefs,  and 
a  fair  Wind,  ought  to  create  an  Aflurance  of  V  l&ory 
combined  with  the  taking  two  Tartans  and  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  fix  Men,  againfl:  an  Enemy’s  Fleet  which 
was  as  feventeen  to  twelve  ;  and  all  the  other  Circum- 

ftances  upon  an  equal  Footing  ? 

I  fhall  now  wave  your  next  Paragraph,  and  tell  you 
the  Reafon.  Admiral  Byng  has  never  entertain’d  the  leaft 
Idea  of  juftifymg  himfelf  to  the  People,  concerning 
his  Conduct,  except  in  relation  to  the  Parts  of  his  Let¬ 
ter,  which  were  caftrated  by  the  M - r ;  and  this 

with  Deftgn  only  to  take  off  that  popular  Prejudice 
which  had  by  means  of  thofe  Omiffions,  and  other 
mean  Artifices,  been  raifed  againfl  him .  that  his 
Fate  might  not,  under  the  People’s  Refentment,  be 
determined  by  his  Enemies,  to  fkreen  themfelves,  and 
fatisfy  the  Nation  ;  whofe  Anger  they  had  fo  artfully 

contrived  to  be  kept  alive  againfl  him.  _ 

You  fay,  “  You  can  give  no  Account  of  his  Beha¬ 
viour  on  the  Day  of  Battle  As  good  as  you  have 
^iven  of  any  other  Part.  I  am  convinced,  had  your 
Hero  been  called  up  for  his  particular  conduit  in  the 
memorable  Engagement  on  the  third  of  May ,  1747, 
3ff  Cape  Finifter ,  Sir  Peter  Warren  would  have  told 
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tlie  World,  that  no  Man  had  ever  more  Coolnefs  in 
the  Day  of  Combat,  or  greater  Inclination  to  preferve 
the  Line  of  Battle,  and  prevent  his  Matters  Ships 
from  being  injured,  at  the  fame  time  not  caring  what 
became  of  the  Enemy’s ;  the  Fate  of  that  Day  we  all 
know  was  owing  to  the  Obftinacy  of  his  Coadjutor, 
who  disregarding  formalities,  and  to  prevent  an 
efcape,  infilled  on  a  Signal  to  Chafe,  which  brought 
the  Fleets  too  near  for  the  Commander,  fo  that  he 
left  the  Bufinefs  of  that  Day  to  Sir  Peter  and  his 
Comrades.  The  whole  Booty  of  the  Voyage  round  the 
World,  had  this  enquiry  been  made,  would  not  have 
procured  the  Peerage ;  tho’  thefe  great  Aft  ions  and 
Proofs  or  his  Prowefs  have  placed  him  to  prefide  at 
the  Board  of  the  A— — .y,  but  with  what  honour  to 
his  Country,  I  will  leave  you  to  point  out  in  the  next 
Edition  of  your  Vindication.  Mr.  By  fig,  we  know  is 
not  included  in  the  Articles  of  Capitulation,  as  it  is 
neceflary  fome  Satisfaction  fhould  be  made  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  fo  mult  Anfwer  for  his  Conduft,  while  others 
not  lefs  criminal  are  endeavouring  to  cede  their 
Places  on  the  fcandalous  Conditions  of  no  Impeach¬ 
ment  ;  and  which  it  is  prefumed,  the  Men  who  have 
fo  far  proceeded  to  ferve  our  Country,  will  exert 
every  Endeavour  to  prevent.  Obtaining  Jufiice  on  our 
d  meftit  Enemies ,  ought  to  be  the  Cry  of  every  honeft 
Englijhman ;  wherefore,  it  is  aftonifhing  to  the  honeft 
Part  of  the  Nation,  that  whilft  Mr.  Byng  is  clofe  con¬ 
fined  for  what  is  now  even  in  the  word  View  con— 
fidered  as  a  much  inferior  Crime,  the  great  Author 
of  our  prefent  Evils,  by  wrong  Conduft,  from  Igno¬ 
rance,  or  fome  more  iniquitous  Motive,  is  differ’d  to 
be  at  large ,  and  probably  to  efcape  the  Nation’s  De¬ 
mands  for  J  lift  ice,  by  flying  into  the  Lands  of  thofc  tQ 
whom  he  has  fo  remarkably  proved  the  Friend. 

In  the^fame  Sentiments  of  preferving  the  Idea  of 
Mr.  Byng1  s  Delinquency,  before  the  Eyes  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  and  themfelves  from  being  obferved ;  it  was  re¬ 
ported,  he  had  fold  forty  thoufand  Pounds  out  of  the 

Stocks  ; 


(  59  ) 

Stocks !  with  a  View  of  infinuating,  that  he  fet  out 
with  a  Determination  never  to  return.  That  he  had 
taken  Money  formerly  before  Genoa :  to  intimate  he 
was  capable  of  being  bribed.  That  a  Ship  got  into 
Mahon  the  Day  of  the  Battle,  to  prove  he  might  have 
done  the  fame  ;  then  he  and  Mr.  Weft  were  fen t  for 
Home  to  be  confined;  and  Mr.  Weft  permitted  Ins 
Liberty  without  a  Witnefs  examined,  to  infinuate  one 
guilty  and  the  other  innocent ;  and  all  this  on  the  lole 

Evidence  of  the  Enemy’s  Letter. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  does  it  not  fairly  follow, 

that  all  which  you  have  afferted,  in  defence  of  the 

IVl _ r,  is  exactly  like  what  he  has  done  for  the 

Nation,  falfe,  and  pernicious  ?  Nay,  may  I  notvem 
ture  to  affirm,  that  had  all  that  you  have^  uttered  been 
true,  it  could  have  been  no  Vindication  of  the  M  r. 

How  could  this  have  juftified  his  raifing  fuch  enor¬ 
mous  Taxes,  on  a  haraffed  People,  fix  times  the 
Sum  which  was  levied  at  the  Revolution  ?  His  rroru- 
fion  of  the  public  Money,  gotten  by  the  hard  Labour 
of  the  induftrious  Natives,  fquander’d  in  German 
Schemes,  on  mercenary  Hanoverians  and  Heftians\ 
concluding  contradictory  Treaties,  affronting 
renouncing  Auftria,  difarming  and  keeping  difarmed 
the  Englijb,  exempting  foreign  Hirelings  from  the 
Laws  of  the  Land,  fpreading  Corruption  every  where, 
preferring  Men  of  infamous  Charadters  in  the  Churc  , 
to  the  Neglett  of  Learning  and  Piety,  excluding 
Men  of  Senfe  and  Integrity  from  the  M - y ,  (elect¬ 

ing  thofe  who  are  void  of  Principle  and  Undemand¬ 
ing,  added  to  what  has  been  already  proved,  com¬ 
pleting  an  Accumulation  of  Guilt,  that  no  M  r, 
till  now,  has  heaped  together,  nor  this  Nation  ever 

The  Expedition  to  Minorca  has  anfwered  the  In¬ 
tention  of  the  M— - y,  and  as  a  Proof  that  it  was 

intended  to  favour  the  French ,  I  fhall  give  the  fol- 
lowing  Reafons,  viz . 

I.  The  general  and  fubaltern  Officers  or  the  he- 

■  H  2  guiients 
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giments  at  Mahon,  to  the  Number  of  fixty,  were  fuf- 
fered  to  remain  in  England  during  the  whole  Time 
of  the  Equipment  at  Toulon. 

II.  An  offer  of  fix  Thoufand  Troops  by  the  Md- 

denefe  Minifter,  for  the  Defence  of  St.  Philip' s  was 
refilled. 

III.  No  Reinforcement  of  any  other  Troops  was 
lent,  Notwithftanding  the  Application  and  Remon- 
ftrances  of  the  commanding  Officer  on  that  head. 

IV.  And  I  wo  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY  THOU¬ 
SAND  Pounds  fterling  was  remitted  to  Mirepoix  from 
France,  juft  before  he  left  this  Kingdom. 

Tell  me  then,  with  what  hace  you  could  prefume 
to  call  this  an  impartial  Examination  of  the  Conduit 
or  the  Mini  (try,  who  have  not  dared  to  fpeak  of  their 
Capital  Delinquencies,  and  have  only  confirmed  the 
conti ary  of  what  you  intended  to  have  juftified  ? 

To  promote  the  Service  of  my  Country  was  the 
Caufe  of  my  writing,  and  as  far  as  you  have  proved 
to  the  contrary  hitherto,  nothing  but  Truth  ;  and  if 
I  eat  my  daily  Bread  from  this  Service,  no  Man  has 
ever  yet  lived  on  honefter  Bread  than  that  which 
paffes  my  Lips ;  for  as  long  as  the  Endeavour  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Liberties  and  Conftitution  of  a  Nation  fhall 
be  deemed  honourable,  fo  long  muft  my  Attempts 
be  efteemed  amongft  Mankind  ;  this  nothing  but  my 
own  Fault  can  ever  deprive  me  of,  and  till  I  have 
forfeited  my  Right  to  it,  nothing  can  diveft  me  of  a 
Pleafure  which  lives  continually  in  my  Breaft,  that  I 
nave  aflifted  in  removing  the  Deftroyers  of  the  King¬ 
dom  from  before  the  King  and  People,  and  that  the 
very  Men,  who  muft  fave  (if  it  be  yet  poflible  to 
preferve)  this  Country,  have  efpoufed  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  of  thinking,  and  are  chofen  for  that  very  Reafon  : 

I  have  the  Nation  adopting  and  uniting  in  what  I  fay  ; 
you  the  iniquitous  Dependants  of  more  iniquitous 
M  rs  ;  and  though  you  fay  in  the  Beginning, 
that  you  have  done  every  thing  to  avoid  being  im- 
pofed  upon  and  impofing,  you  bear  through  the  whole 
fuch  deep-burnt  Stigmas  of  Falfification,  that  Igno¬ 
rance* 
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ranee,  great  as  yours,  cannot  cover  them  from  the 
Eyes  of  your  Readers. 

Who  then  deferves  the  Name  of  Libeller,  you  who 
dare  to  attempt  the  fereening  Men  who  have  brought 
their  Country  to  the  brink  of  Ruin,  or  I  who  have 
held  out  a  Light  to  the  People  to  warn  them  of  ap¬ 
proaching  Deftruftion  ?  If  mine  be  a  Crime,  it  is 
laudable  filently  to  behold  a  Houfe  in  Flames  and  ne¬ 
ver  attempt  to  extinguifh  it;  to  fee  Thieves  robbing 
my  honeft  Neighbour,  and  not  endeavour  to  oppofe 
it.  If  yours  be  praife-worthy,  to  plunder  and  con- 
fume  in  Flames  arehoneft:  and  which  you  would 
probably  perpetrate  alfo,  for  your  Advantage,  could 
it  be  done  with  Impunity.  As  I  now  know  that  the 
Acquifition  of  your  Fortune,  from  not  being  trufted 
with  a  Loaf,  has  rifen  from  defrauding  your  Country, 
and  flawing  the  unhappy  Prifoner ,  who ,  the  Moment 
he  becomes  a  Captive ,  in  all  generous  Minds,  ceafes 
to  be  an  Enemy . 

In  defending  the  M - r  you  ftrive  to  defend  jwzr- 

felf  in  vain,  with  whom  you  have  long  been  a  clofe 
and  iniquitous  AJJociate . 

No  wonder  then  you  exprefs  fuch  Antipathy  to 
Gallows-makers,  when  feeing  over  whofe  Heads  they 
hang,  and  reflecting  on  your  Deferts,  you  tremble  to 
think  how  near  they  are  to  your  own,  efpecially  fhould 
the  Magnanime  and  the  Six  thoufand  Pounds,  with 
other  fimilar  Circumftances,  fhoot  a-crofs  your  Mind  * 
at  the  fame  time. 

As  to  myfelf,  I  have  no  perfonal  Pique  againfl: 
thofe  who  have  lately  been  eminently  fuperior  in 
Power  and  Deftrudlion,  nor  perfonal  Efteem  for  thofe 
who  at  prefent  promife  their  Endeavours  to  fave  this 
Land;  equally  unknowing  of  and  unknown  to  each. 

I  entertain  no  Chagrin  from  Denial,  becaufe  I  have 
never  afked  ;  I  have  never  expe&ed,  and  therefore 
can  never  have  been  difappointed,  and  would  rather 
live  and  die  like  Maffaniello ,  the  bare-footed  Fifher- 
paan  of  Naples ,  and  be  inftrumental  in  faving  my 

Country, 
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Country,  than  enjoy  all  the  Riches,  Honors,  Ports, 

and  Power  of  the  Lord  — - and  his  Family,  in 

the  manner  which  he  has  obtained  them.  But  let  it 
be  your  Imployment  to  perftft  in  juftifying  the  Ruin- 
ers  of  your  Country  and  Fellovv-fiibjecLs,  and  mine 
the  laying  open  their  nefarious  Defigns,  then  let  the 
World  decide  whether  I  moft  refemble  the  Incendiary , 
who  writes  Letters  to  extort  Money  from  the  Worthy ; 
or  you  a  fuborn'd  Evidence  in  favour  of  Accomplices 
more  criminal  by  this  Defence  which  you  have  written 
Cor  the  M— — r. 


A  LETTER, 


A 


letter, 

•  S. 

SHEWING  THE 

REASONS 

OF  THE 

Mifcondudt  and  Mifcarriages 

O  F  T  H  E 

N  A  V  Y. 


Si  quid  novifti  rettius  iflis 
Candidus  imperti.— — 

O  cives,  cives,  quaerenda  Pccunia  primum  eft 
.Virtus  poft  Nummos.- >» 
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A 

LETTER 

♦  ;  *  V 

Shewing  the  Reafons  of  the  Miscon¬ 
duct  and  Miscarriages  of  the  Navy. 

NOTHING  has  more  furprized  the  Britifh 
nation,  than  the  behaviour  of  our  navy, 
during  the  late  and  prefent  war.  The  Tea¬ 
men  were  a  body  of  men  always  highly  efteemed  by 
the  people,  and  thought  fuperior  not  only  in  flrill, 
but  in  courage  likewife,  to  all  others  in  Europe ; 
from  them  therefore  they  expedled,  not  only  protec¬ 
tion  from  their  enemies,  but  likewife  conqueft  over 
them,  and  cherifhed,  and  carefled  them  more  than 
any  other  fet  of  men  ;  never  denying  them  any  en¬ 
couragement,  which  a  minifler  propofed,  and  often 
preventing,  and  even  forcing  the  miniflry  to  grant 
them  greater  rewards,  than  were  defigned. 

But  inftead  of  our  fleets  being  fuccefsful  and  vic¬ 
torious  over  our  enemy,  we  hear  fcarce  of  any  thing 
but  continual  difgrace  and  infamy  attending  them. 
Almofl  every  poft  in  the  late  war  brought  us  fome 
frefh  account  of  the  cowardly,  or  bafe,  or  blunder¬ 
ing  behaviour  of  our  commanders.  If  we  have  not 
fuffered  a  total  defeat,  one  would  almofl  be  tempted 
to  think,  from  what  has  happened,  that  it  is  rather 
owing  to  the  neceflary  and  unavoidable  engagements, 
our  enemies  then  lay  under  to  exert  themfelves  by 
land,  which  difabled  them  from  making  any  greater 
efforts  at  fea,  than  to  our  own  courage  and  conduct 

This 
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This  is  not  the  cafe  now ;  our  enemies  have  no  land 
war  to  carry  on,  no  enemy  to  contend  with,  but  us, 
and  we  may  be  fure  they  will  exert  their  whole  force 
againft  us ;  they  are  endeavouring  all  they  can  to 
embroil  us  with  other  nations  alfo;  if  therefore  the 
utmoft  care  be  not  taken  to  keep  treachery  from  the 
council,  and  cowards  from  the  fleet  by  a  ftridt  en¬ 
quiry,  and  upon  detection  exemplary  punifhment, 
our  ruin  is  unavoidable.  Tho’  our  navy  be  fuperior 
to  the  fleets  of  our  enemies,  yet  we  have  no  triumphs 
to  boaft  of,  but  over  their  merchant  fhips  *,  and  even 
there  they  have  a  more  ample  revenge,  than,  con- 
fidering  the  number  of  our  fhips  of  war,  might  rea- 
fonably  have  been  expefted  ;  for  our  captains  have 
not  always  exprefled  as  much  ardor  to  protect  their 
friends,  for  which  they  were  to  expert  no  reward  but 
thanks,  and  perhaps  a  piece  of  plate,  as  to  enrich 
themfelves  by  the  capture  of  a  weak  defencelels 
enemy. 

How  contemptible  this  behaviour  has  made  our 
fleet  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  may  fairly  be  concluded 
from  the  condudt  of  the  King  of  Naples,  in  the  laft 
war,  and  even  of  the  little  republic  of  ' Genoa,  * 
whofe  territority  though  Situated  on  the  fea-coaft,  and 
as  it  were  within  the  reach  of  our  cannon  ;  joined  our 
enemies  in  violation  of  treaties  then  very  lately  con¬ 
cluded,  and  in  defiance  of  our  power.  Some  efforts 
indeed  were  made  to  punifh  the  latter,  but  fo  weakly 
and  unfuccefsfully,  that  they  only  added  to  our  fhame, 
and  their  arrogance.  ’Tis  true  the  Auftrians  made 
them  Suffer  Severely  *,  but  we  contributed  fo  little  to 
their  fuccefs,  that  it  redounds  nothing  to  our  credit, 
whatever  we  did  gain  by  it. 

And  what  is  ftill  more,  tho’  the  mifcondudl  of 

I  our 

*  The  Genoefe,  Tis  faid,  have  lately  afiifted  our  enemies ; 
but  conhdering  the  tyranny  of  their  government,  and  the  vicinity 
of  their  territories  to  the  fea  ;  it  would  not  be  a  difficult  matter 
for  an  able  minifterand  brave  commander  to  reduce  their  power 
▼cry  low. 
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our  commanders  has  been  fo  frequent  and  notorious ; 
tho’  the  nation  has  been  fo  highly  and  juftly  exaf- 
perated  ;  tho’  the  parliament,  fully  convinced,  that 
there  had  been  faults  of  the  moft  fcandalous  and  ig¬ 
nominious  kind,  interpofed  their  authority,  and  ad- 
dreffed  his  majefty,  that  the  perfons  among  whom 
there  certainly  had  been  a  moft  fhameful  behaviour 
upon  a  very  important  occafion,  (the  Toulon  engage¬ 
ment  ;)  might  be  tried,  in  order  that  the  offenders 
might  be  difcovered,  and  brought  to  exemplary  juf- 
tice,  that  others  might  be  deterred  from  the  like 
fcandalous  conduCt,  tho*  in  purfuance  of  this  addrefs, 
a  court  martial  was  appointed,  and  the  expectations 
of  all  men  raifed  with  the  hopes  of  feeing  the  courage 
and  difciphne  of  the  navy  revived  by  a  neceffary  and 
laudable  feverity  ;  yet  after  a  long,  tedious,  and 
chargeable  profecution,  tho’  none  doubted  that  there 
had  been  great  and  fhameful  faults  fomewhere,  none 
were  capitally  convicted  ;  only  a  few  were  broke,  and 
rendered  incapable  of  the  fervice,  which,  as  they  had 
already  made  their  fortunes  in  it,  was  in  reality  nei¬ 
ther  any  punifhment  to  them,  nor  any  reparation  to 
the  fervice ‘they  had  fo  fcandaloufly  difgraced,  nor 
fatisfaCtion  to  a  nation  they  had  fo  grofsly  and  fenfi- 
bly  injured.  >  T  e . 

When  the  nation  failed  ofj uft ice  here  in  fo  folemti 
and  confpicuous  a  trial,  it  is  lefs  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  only  one  offender,  tho5  many  offenders  there 
were,  has  been  condemned  to  death,  and  that  a  poor, 
young,  unexperienced  lieutenant ;  but  there  are  ma¬ 
ny,  who  to  this  day,  wanton  in  the  fpoils  taken  from 
merchant  (flips,  and  are  honoured  v/ith  commands  in 
a  fervice,  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  render 
infamous  by  their  cowardice  and  negleCt,  as  if  the 
members  of  court  martials  were  confcious  to  them- 
felves,  that  they  would  have  afted  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  had  they  been  in  the  fame  circumftances  with, 
the  accufed,  and  could  not  condemn  a  behaviour  in 

others. 
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others,  which  they  would  have  been  guilty  of  them- 
felves. 

Men  have  from  hence  concluded,  that  it  was  e- 
qually  vain  either  to  expedt  courage  in  action,  or 
juflice  on  the  bench  from  our  captains,  who  feeined 
refolved  neither  to  fight  themielv.es,  nor  to  punifh 
thofe,  that  did  not ;  (1  fpeak  of  the  opinion  men  had 
of  the  generality ;  for  we  have  feen  fome  inftances 
of  great  bravery  and  honour  i;,  tho’  it  muft  be'own- 
ed  they  are  too  rare)  and  upon  this  prefumption, 
they  have  gone  from  one  extreme  to  another,  and 
inftead  of  regarding  the  navy  with  affection  and 
efteem,  no  propofals  were  liftened  to  with  greater 
approbation,  than  fuch,  as  tend  to  leflen  the  pay,  .or 
fix  marks  of  infamy  and  diflruft  upon  fea  officers  in 
general — fuch  as  trying  delinquents  at  courts  of  com¬ 
mon  law — or  joining  an  equal  number  of  captain^  of 
merchant  men  with  captains  of  men  of  war  in  court 
martials  ;  tho’  the  firft  of  thefe,  confidering  the  in¬ 
tricacy  of  fea  affairs,  and  how  ignorant  lawyers  muff: 
be  of  them,  would  render  it  almoft  impoflible  for  the 
guilt  of  a  cunning  offender  ever  to  be  detedled,  and 
the  other  would  be  fuch  a  {landing  reproach  upon  the 
navy  in  general,  that  no  man  of  fpirit  would  continue 
in  the  fervice,  thus  branded  with  perpetual  marks  of 
ignonimy  and  diftruff,  and  both  thefe  expedients 
would  in  many  cafes  be  impradticable,  and  liable  to 
many  inconveniencies  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe 
they  were  intended  to  prevent,  and  to  others  of  a  yet 
more  dangerous  nature. 

O  f 

But  it  is  not  by  fuch  methods  as  thefe,  that  the 
reputation  of  our  fleet  is  to  be  recovered  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  all  that  could  be  expeded  from  them,  would 
be,  that  they  would  reduce  our  fleet  to  the  level  of  a 
Portuguefe  navy,  which  was  once  in  as  much  repu¬ 
tation  as  that  of  any  ffate  in  Europe,  but  now  is  held 
in  the  greateft  contempt. 

To  recover  the  wonted  glory  of  the  navy,  the  ut* 

I  2  molt 

The  late  Sir  Peter  Warren* 
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moft  endeavours  ought  to  be  ufed  to  revive  principles 
of  honour  and  a  fpirit  of  emulation  among  the  officers 
of  the  navy  •,  and  this  is  not  to  be  done  by  methods, 
which  fix  marks  of  ignominy  and  diftruft  upon  all  the 
captains  of  the  navy  in  general.  I  believe  extraordi¬ 
nary  feverity  is  at  this  time  neceffary  ;  but  let  that 
feverity  be  (hewed  to  thofe  only,  who  have  deferved 
it.  Others  whofe  characters  are  hitherto  clear  and 
unfpotted,  fhould  be  treated  by  the  publick  with  all 
thofe  marks  of  refpect,  which  their  llation,  and  the 
fervice  they  may  do  their  country,  may  claim.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  ought  to  be  a  general  maxim  in  all  govern¬ 
ments  never  to  (hew  a  diftruft  of  any  man,  to  whom 
they  have  committed  any  poft  of  confequence  ;  and 
the  military  ought  always  to  be  careful  to  keep  their 
honour  and  reputation  unfullied. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  that  a  fleet,  as  it  is 
the  moft  natural,  fo  it  is  of  any  human  means  the 
fafeft  bulwark  that  our  nation  can  truft  to  for  its  de¬ 
fence.  Strong  garrifons  and  numerous  armies  are  al¬ 
ways  burthenfome  to  the  place  where  they  are,  and 
too  often  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  their  country, 
which  they  ought  to  protedt.  ’Tis  true  a  militia 
may  fometimes  prove  rebellious,  but  it  very  rarely 
happens,  except  when  a  miniftry  a&  contrary  to  the 
intereft  and  honour  of  their  country  ;  and  a  miniftry, 
who  oppofe  the  eftablifhment  of  a  regular  militia, 
may  very  juftly  be  fufpedted  of  having  views  very 
contrary  to  the  public  intereft,  or  at  lead  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  inclinations  of  the  people.  But  a  fleet  can  nei¬ 
ther  be  employed  by  an  ambitious  minifter  to  deftroy 
the  liberties  of  the  nation,  nor  by  a  faClion  to  bring 
about  a  revolution  •,  it  can  only  be  formidable  to  fo¬ 
reign  enemies,  and  no  otherwife  fatal  to  its  country, 
but  by  cowardice,  treachery,  or  neglect.  So  impor¬ 
tant  and  defireable  a  bulwark  is  not  therefore  to  be 
paffionately  thrown  down  and  defpifed ;  but  every 
proper  method  ought  to  be  ufed  to  repair  its  breaches, 
and  reftore  it  to  its  ancient  firmnefs  and  fplendour. 
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It  was  my  intention,  at  firft, 


duty  and  ftation  it  is  to  watch,  and  provide  for  the 
public  fafety,  that,  and  the  integrity  of  the  intention, 
will,  I  hope,  atone  in  feme  meafure  for  the  lmper- 
fedtnefs  of  the  performance.  In  a  country  like  Kn- 
eland  every  one  has  the  privilege  of  proposing,  what¬ 
ever  he  thinks  will  be  of  advantage  to  the  public, 
and  ’tis  the  part  of  the  legiflature  to  choofe  out  of  the 
various  methods,  which  are  offered,  whatever  in  any 
of  them  appears  to  be  the  moft  practicable  and  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  common  fafety  and  welfare.  _ 

But  I  find  this  would  be  much  longer,  than  I  ima¬ 
gined  ;  that  I  may  not  be  too  tedious,  I  fhall  con¬ 
tract  my  firft  defign,  and  only  give  my  opinion,  what 
have  been  the  principal  caufes  of  the  fcandalous  be¬ 
haviour'  of  too  many  of  our  commanders,  and  what 
will  be  the  beft  way  to  prevent  the  like  for  the  future, 
and  reftore  our  navy  to  its  ancient  reputation.  _ 
One  caufe,  which  has  generally  been  anigned,  is 
the  great  force  that  parliamentary  intereft  has  in  the 
promotions  in  the  navy.  This,  I  believe,  has  been 
carried  too  far,  and  fometimes  done  hurt,  but  I  can 
by  no  means  allow  it  to  be  fb  fatal,  as  fome  have 
faid  •,  nor  indeed  is  the  force  of  intereft  at  any  time 
or  in  any  country,  or  under  any  form  of  government 
to  be  entirely  prevented.  Men  of  large  property, 
and  in  eminent  ftations  muft,  and  ought  to  have  a 
fuperior  influence  in  the  country,  whofe  welfare  they 
are  fo  eminently  concerned  in,  and  for  whofe  defence 
they  contribute  fo  largely.  Nor  is  there  any  reafon  to 
fuppofe?  that  their  children  or  relations  are  more  like- 
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ly  to  want  undemanding,  courage,  and  integrity 
than  others,  who  are  of  a  mean  birth,  or  lefs  com 
fiderable  intereft.  Caeteris  paribus,  they  ought  there 
fore  certainly  to  be  preferred  to  others,  and  to  prevent 
fuch  a  preference  from  being  detrimental  to  th<»  pub¬ 
lic  ;  all  that  is  neceffary,  is  only  to  take  notice  of  ex 
traordmary  merit  wherever  ’tis  found,  that  the  mean- 
eft  may  fee,  if  they  excel,  they  will  furely  be  re¬ 
warded  ;  to  lay  down  fome  rules  never  to  be  varied 
from,  by  which  every  perfon,  before  he  is  capable  of 
having  a  command,  ftiall  be  obliged  to  have  ferved  fo 
long  and  conftantly,  that  it  may  reafonably  be  fup- 
pofed,  he  cannot  be  entirely  ignorant  of  his  duty, 
nor  unfit  for  the  ftation,  to  which  he  is  promoted— and 
always  to  pumfti  with  exemplary  feverity,  without  the 
lead  regard  to  birth  or  intereft,  all  who  are  guilty  of 
cowardice,  egregious  ignorance,  or  tyranny.  ’Tis 
not  fo  much  the  preferring  officers  by  parliamentary 
intereft,  as  fcreening  offenders,  that  will  hurt  the  pub- 
lie.  But  a  very  fatal  caufe  of  the  mifeonduit  of  many 
of  our  commanders  was,  the  cautious  manner  of  wag¬ 
ing  war,  that  was  ufed  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft. 
It  mull:  not  be  expedled  that  I  fhould  clearly  prove, 
what  I  am  now  going  to  alfert,  but  I  am  fully  con¬ 
vinced  myfelf  (and  have  reafons  for  being  lb,  which 
it  is  not  proper  for  me  to  mention)  that  there  were  re- 
ftraining  orders  fent  to  fome  of  our  commanders  at 
firft,  and  that  obedience  to  thefe  orders  coft  one  of  the 
braveft  admirals,  ( Haddock )  that  ever  commanded  a 
Biitifh  fleet,  more  than  his  life,  his  reafbn.  What 
were  the  motives  of  fending  fuch  orders,  does  not  be¬ 
come  me  to  fay ;  whatever  they  were,  they  were  fuch, 
as  could  not  be  made  public,  and  therefore  tojuftify 
fo  extraordinary,  and  unexpe&ed  a  behaviour,  the 
friends  of  the  admiral,  and  of  the  miniflry  urged  the 
importance  of  the  fleet— the  ill  confequences,  that 
would  happen  to  the  nation,  if  it  fhould  be  deftroy- 
ed — the  necefiity  there  was  of  taking  care  of  the  king’s 
fhips  (the  fame  apologies  have  been  made  for  the 
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conduct  of  a  Commander  in  the  prefent  war,)  and 
many  other  fuch  arguments,  as  if  men  of  war  were 
fitted  out,  armed,  and  manned  fo  well,  for  no  other 
reafon,  but  only  to  make  a  fine  figure,  and  keep  out 
of  harm’s  way  for  fear  their  gildings  and  carved  work 
fhould  be  damaged,  and  not  to  enable  them  to  attack 
and  deftroy  the  enemy.  Thefe  weak  arguments  did 
not  indeed  fatisfiy  the  brave  unfortunate  admiral ;  he 
never  enjoyed  himfelf  after  his  fatal  obedience,  and  to 
the  lofs  of  a  glorious  opportunity  (when  the  fpanifh 
fleet  pafled  him,  lying  at  gibraltar)  of  attacking  and 
probably  defeating  an  enemy,  added  another,  which 
in  the  event  has  proved  to  his  country  at  leafl  as  fatal, 
which  was  the  lofs  of  himfelf.  Had  not  his  reafon 
been  impaired  by  a  nice  fenfe  of  honour,  he  probably 
would  have  commanded  at  the  battle  of  Toulon  ;  and 
tho’  the  battle  is  not  always  to  the  ftrong,  yet  hu¬ 
manly  fpeaking,  there  would  have  been  fhewn  ano¬ 
ther  fort  of  conduct  in  the  admiral,  and  a  different 
behaviour  in  moft  of  the  captains,  which  (human¬ 
ly  fpeaking)  would  have  been  crowned  with  a  very 
defferent  iflue,  from  what  then  happened.  But  what 
was  fuggefted  at  firft  out  of  friendlhip  or  intereft, 
coinciding  likewife  with  their  fear,  from  being  plau- 
fible,  appeared  at  laft  to  many  folid,  and  became  the 
real  opinion  of  their  hearts.  They  confidered  every 
thing  that  might  poffibly  happen  againjl  them ,  then  fnp- 
pofed  it  really  mould  happen ,  and  conducted  themfelves 
accordingly.  And,  as  our  commanders  grew  more 
fearful  than  ufual,  our  enemies  of  courfe  grew  more 
couragious,  and  began  to  defpife  that  force,  which 
before  they  dreaded. 

I  will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay,  that  the  miniflry 
forefaw,  much  lefs  defigned  fuch  a  thing  •,  but  I  aver 
that  it  was  in  fadl  the  confequence  of  the  meafures 
purfued  and  maxims  propagated  at  that  time,  and 
ought  to  be  a  perpetual  warning  to  all  minifters,  ne¬ 
ver  to  wage 'war  in  jeft.  Great  care  ought  to  be 
taken,  before  a  war  is  declared,  not  only  that  it  be 
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juft,  but  that  not  having  been  able  to  get  redrefe 
otherwife,  it  be  alfo  neceflary ;  but  when  once  it  is 
declared,  it  ought  to  be  purfued  with  vigour,  which 
is  the  moft  likely  way  to  obtain  both  a  fpeedy  and  ho¬ 
norable  peace ;  if  they  a£t  otherwife,  they  muft  ad¬ 
vance  and  cherilh  maxims,  which,  when  once  they 
have  taken  root,  are  not  to  be  deftroyed  when  they 
pleafe,  but  will  ftill  remain,  when  their  fyftem  of  po¬ 
litics  is  changed,  and  the  reafon  of  their  myfterious 
conduit,  whatever  the  reafon  was,  is  ceafed,  and  they 
with  the  war  to  be  carried  on  with  vigour.  To  ex- 
tinguilh  the  effects  of  thefe  fatal  maxims,  it  ought  to 
be  ftrongly  inculcated,  that  one  refolute  man  will  al¬ 
ways  get  the  better  of  two,  who  are  wavering  and 
fearful — That  a  determined  and  fedate  courage  is  the 
moft  likely  way  to  fhun  death  and  danger,  fince  it 
furprizes  an  enemy,  and  often  brings  not  only  fafety, 
but  conqueft;  whereas  flight  can  only  prolong  life  for 
a  few  days  to  end  it  at  laft  with  ignominy  on  a  fcaf- 
fold  ;  but  to  give  this  reflexion  force  is  the  duty  of 
court-martials. 

The  courage  of  our  common  feamen  is  hitherto  ge¬ 
nerally  unfufpefled  ;  however  I  am  afraid  that  feme 
maxims  favoured  by  their  betters,  have  made  an  im- 
preflion  even  upon  many  of  them.  I  am  fure  nothing 
that  will  confirm  or  improve  their  bravery  ought  to 
be  negleCted.  But  perhaps  the  public  will  laugh  at 
one  method  I  am  going  to  propofe  to  do  this,  which 
is  that  one  or  two  gentlemen  of  genius  fhould  be  em¬ 
ployed  to  write  in  a  familiar  and  eafy  ftile,  fongs  up¬ 
on  fome  of  the  moft  celebrated  actions  of  the  feamen, 
interfperfing  them  with  fentiments  of  piety,  virtue 
and  humanity,  which,  whatever  a  corrupted  world 
may  think,  are  the  moft  likely  means  to  infpire  men 
with  true  courage  to  obtain,  and  moderation  to  ufe  a 
viiftory  :  that  thefe  fongs  be  fet  to  eafy,  but  martial, 
tunes,  and  fmging  them  be  encouraged  in  the  fleet 
as  much  as  poflible.  This  may  feem  below  the  no¬ 
tice  of  a  ftatefman,  or  the  ftudy  of  a  genius.  Happy 
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would  it  have  been  for  mankind,  if  the  fagacity  and 
penetration  of  the  former,  and  the  wit  and  learning 
of  the  latter,  had  never  been  employed  on  more  ufe- 
lefs  fubjedts  ?  In  tcnui  labor ,  at  tenuis  non  gloiia  ;  and 
tho*  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  could  not  give  any 
formal  order  about  finging  thefe  fongs,  yet  they 
might  eafily  in  private  recommend  it  to  the  captains  \ 
and,  if  they  would  have  them  fung  at  their  tables,  the 
failors  would  foon  have  them  likewife  ♦,  they  would 
naturally  be  fond  of  fongs,  which  they  would  think 
themfelves  in  fome  meafure  interefted  in,  and  would 
confider  them,  as  aufpicious  omens,  that  they  might 
themfelves  be  one  day  celebrared  in  verfe,  and  the 
fubjedt  of  fome  future  fong  which  even  their  miftrefles 
might  vouchfafe  to  fing.  Nor  do  I  believe  fuch  in¬ 
fluence  would  be  confined  to  the  common  failors  only, 
it  would  extend  to  the  officers  alfo.  My  opinion  is 
confirmed  both  by  hiftory  and  experience.  W  hat  ef¬ 
fect  Homer  produced,  whofe  verfes  were  ufually  fung 
in  detached  pieces  in  wars  and  at  banquets  in  Greece, 
is  well  known.  Tyrtseus  by  his  martial  fongs  revived 
the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  Lacedemonians,  and  fired 
them  fo,  that  nothing  could  refill  them  *.  Sir  Philip 
Sidney  laid  he  never  heard  the  old  fong  of  Percy  and 
Douglas,  that  he  found  not  his  heart  more  moved, 
than  with  a  trumpet,  tho’  fung  by  fome  blind  Crowder 
with  no  rougher  voice  than  rude  ftile  ;  and  I  myfelf 
heard  the  fong  about  the  battle  of  La  Hogue  fung  by 
almoft  every  man  on  board  of  one  fhipthe  day  of  the 
battle  of  Toulon  with  very  good  effect,  till  the  infa¬ 
mous  behaviour  of  fome  in  the  fleet  put  an  end  to 
their  fong,  and  changed  their  praifes  of  the  dead  in¬ 
to  curfes  of  the  living  ;  and  upon  enquiry  I  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  it  was  fung  in  every  fhip  in  the  fleet 
with  the  fame  effect.  But  I  would  have  fongs  of  this 
kind  fung  every  day,  and  the  names  and  gallant 

*  When  by  impulfe  frorp  heav’n  Tyrtseus  fung, 

In  drooping  foldiers  a  new  courage  fprung: 

Reviving  Sparta  now  the  fight  maintain’d, 

And  what  two  generals  loft,  a  poet  gain’d,  Ros. 
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actions  even  of  common  failors  mentioned,  which  I  am 
confident  would  make  them  defpife  death  and  danger, 
and  infpire  them  with  a  laudable  enthufiafm,  without 
fome  degree  of  which,  no  navy  or  army,  no  general 
or  admiral  will  ever  make  any  figure.  * 

Another  great  reafon  of  the  mifconduCt  of  our  navy 
is,  an  improper  diftribution  of  fome  rewards,  and  de¬ 
ficiency  of  others.  There  are  two  forts  of  rewards  to 
encourage  military  men,  pecuniary  and  honorary. 
As  to  the  former,  the  nation  has  been  liberal  of  them 
even  to  profufenefs ;  but  then  I  am  afraid  they  have 
been  diftributed  very  improperly,  infomuch  that  the 
largenefs  of  them,  inftead  of  carrying  on  the  fervice 
fteddily  and  furely,  has,  like  a  vaft  weight  in  a  wrong 
place,  overfet  it.  As  to  honorary  rewards,  they  are 
lcarcely  known  in  our  fervice,  tho’  it  is  demonflrable 
that  they  are  not  only  cheaper  to  the  nation,  but 
more  productive  of,  and  congruous  to,  true  courage 
and  virtue,  than  pecuniary.  No  nation  in  Europe 
has  equalled  us  in  pecuniary  rewards ;  but  to  know, 
whether  they  are  properly  diftributed,  we  muft  con- 
fider,  for  what  ends,  and  upon  what  occafions  re¬ 
wards  ought  to  be  at  all  propofed.  What  a  man  has 
afligned  to  him  for  his  ordinary  fervice,  is  not  here 
confidered  as  a  reward,  but  as  pay,  and  is,  or  ought 
to  be  a  fuflicient  compenfation  for  his  time,  his  labour, 
and  the  dangers  he  muft  ordinarily  go  thro’.  If  any 
further  encouragement  be  at  any  time  thought  proper 
and  requifite,  it  is,  when  fome  extraordinary  hazards 
and  fatigues  are  to  be  undergone,  to  atchieve  fome- 
thing,  which,  if  performed,  will  be  an  honour  or 
benefit  to  the  nation,  or  a  detriment  to  the  enemy. 
‘.However  great  courage  may  be  fhewn  in  an  attempt 
which  if  it  fucceeds,  will  neither  be  beneficial  nor 

*  What  Tully  quotes  from  Democritus  and  Plato  about  aPoet> 
is  applicable  to  a  genius  in  any  profeflion,  but  to  none  more,  than 
a  general  or  admiral.  Saepe  enim  audivi  poetam  bonum  neminem 
(id  quod  a  Democrito  &  Platone  in  fcriptis  reli&um  efle  dicunt) 
fine  inflammatione  animorura  exiftere  polfe,  et  fine  quodam  af* 
flatu  quafi  furoris. 
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honourable  to  the  public,  nor  detrimental  to  the  ene¬ 
my,  it  is  not  to  be  called  valour  but  folly  and  rafhnefs, 
and  ought  to  be  punifhed,  and  not  lewarded  ;  and 
when  any  advantage  can  be  obtained,  or  damage  done 
to  the  enemy  with  little  or  no  hazard,  it  is  evident  no 
very  great  reward  can  be  neceflary,  the  ufual  advan 
tages  of  the  fervice  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  fuf- 
ficient  inducement  to  excite  every  man  to  do  his  duty 
in  fitch  cafes;  or,  if  the  public  is  fo  generous,  as  to 
confer  an  extraordinary  reward,  yet  it  need  not,  nay 
it  ought  not  to  be  very  large,  much  lefs  ought  it  to 
exceed  the  rewards  conferred  upon  attempts,  very 
hazardous  and  honourable  to  the  performers,  and  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  enemy.  In  fhort,  if  the  greateft  re¬ 
wards  be  given,  where  there  is  little  or  no  danger, 
and  very  fmall  rewards  comparatively,  when  the  dan¬ 
ger  is  great,  and  the  fervice  noble — If  the  defire  of 
thefe  rewards  will  fometimes  even  make  them  neglect 
their  duty — If  many,  who  are  in  very  ufeful  and  im¬ 
portant  ftations,  are  almoft  totally  excluded  from  any 
rewards — If  this  be  an  inducement  to  fome  to  defire 
to  ferve  in  ftations  not  fo  fuitable  for  them,  and  leave 
the  moft  important  ftations  to  others,  not  fo  well  qua¬ 
lified  for  them - If  the  very  nature  of  the  rewards 

be  fuch,  as  will  not  only  make  a  difmilTion  from  the 
fervice  not  dreadful,  but  even  definable,  I  think  it 
muft  be  confeffed,  that  the  deftribution  of  thefe  pe¬ 
cuniary  rewards  is  improper,  and  ought  to  be  altered. 

How  far  this  is  true,  will  be  belt  demonftrated  by 
laying  before  you,  what  the  ordinary  pay  of  a  captam 
is,  and  the  manner  in  which  prize  money  is  fhared. 
Now  there  are  two  degrees  of  captains  in  the  royal 
navy.  One  is  of  thofe,  who  have  the  command  of 
floops,  bombs,  firefhips,  or  any  ftiip  lefs  than  one  of 
twenty  guns  ;  they  are  called  matters  and  command¬ 
ers,  and  take  place  among  themfelves  according  to 
the  date  of  their  firft  commiflion,  as  mafter  and  com¬ 
mander,  but  are  commanded  by  all  captains  of  larger 
fhips,  tho’  their  commiffions  be  of  a  later  date.  The 
•  K  2  ether 


(  76  ) 

other  rank  of  captains  is  of  them,  who  have  the  com¬ 
mand  of  fhips  of  twenty  guns,  or  upwards,  which 
are  called  poll  fhips,  and  they  take  place,  not  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  largenefs  of  the  fhip  they  happen  to 
command,  but  according  to  the  date  of  their  firft  corn- 
million  to  a  poll  fhip,  i.  e.  to  a  fhip  of  20  guns,  or 
upwards,  fo  that  a  captain  of  a  firft  or  fecond  rate 
may  be  commanded  by  a  captain  of  a  twenty  gun 
fhip.  In  the  diftribution  of  prize  money,  both  poll 
captains  and  mailers  and  commanders  fhare  alike  ; 
but  their  pay  differs,  as  you  will  fee  by  the  following 
extradl  out  of  the  inftruQions  of  the  navy. 


/.  s.  d.  Servants 

Captains  of  a  firft  rate  are  allowed  per  Diem  i  o  o  36 

- - of  a  fecond  o  16  o  30 

—  of  a  third  or  80,  and  70  guns  o  13  6  24  or  20 

• - of  a  fourth  or  60,  and  50  guns  o  10  o  16  or  12 

- of  a  fifth  or  40  guns  080  10 

- of  a  fixth  or  20  guns  '  060  6 


Captains  of  firefhips,  hofpital  fhips,  and  {lore 
fhips,  tho*  they  rank  only  as  mailers  and  commanders, 
yet  have  the  fame  pay  with  captains  of  a  fifth  rate, 
and  captains  of  floops  the  fame  with  captains  of  a  fixth 
rate,  but  the  number  of  their  fervants  differs.  The 
rule  is,  every  captain  is  allowed  four  fervants,  or  in 
proportion,  for  every  hundred  men,  of  which  his 
(hip’s  compliment  confifts.  Every  fervant  is  about 
ten  pounds  a  year  profit  to  the  captain.  The  reafon, 
why  they  are  allowed  fo  many  fervants,  is  that  they 
may  procure  young  lads  to  enter  and  be  brought  up 
in  the  fervice. 

The  king  and  parliament  have  been  fo  generous, 
as  to  give  all  fhips  taken  from  the  enemy  by  the  king’s 
fhips  to  the  captors  in  the  following  manner.  Three 
eighths  of  the  prize  to  the  captain  or  captains  of  the 
Chip  or  fhips,  who  took  or  affifted  in  taking  the  prize, 
if  not  under  the  command  of  an  admiral,  or  of  a  com¬ 
modore  with  a  captain  under  him,  who  in  prize  mo¬ 
ney  fhares  as  an  admiral,  but  if  under  the  command 
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of  an  admiral  or  commodore  with  a  captain  under 
him,  then  one  of  thefe  three  eighths  belongs  to  the 
admiral  or  admirals  of  the  fquadron,  if  there  be  two 
admirals,  the  commander  in  chief  is  to  have  two 
thirds  of  the  eighth,  if  more  than  two  flags,  then  the 
commander  in  chief  is  to  have  one  half  of  the  eighth, 
and  the  other  half  to  be  equally  divided  among  the 
other  admirals,  one  eighth  to  the  commiTion,  one 
eighth  to  the  warrant,  and  one  eighth  to  the  petty  offi¬ 
cers  ;  the  other  two  eighths  to  the  common  men  ;  be- 
fides,  if  any  fbip  of  war  or  privateer  belonging  to  the 
enemy  be  taken  by  one  of  his  majefty  s  fhips,  the 
government  gives  to  the  captors  five  pounds  for  every 
man,  that  was  on  board  the  enemies  fhip,  at  the 
time  when  the  engagement  began,  to  be  fliared  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  the  prize  money.  Likewife  penftons 
and  gratuities  to  every  man  wounded  in  any  engage¬ 
ment,  and  a  year’s  pay  to  the  widows  of  thofe  that  are 
killed. 

All  fhips  are  equally  entitled  to  their  fhare  of  prize- 
money,  who  are  in  fight  when  the  prize  is  taken,  and  no 
others ;  every  fhip  in  fight  being  efteemed  to  be  aiding 
and  aflifting  tho’  not  within  gun  fhot,  it  being  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  the  fight  of  one  of  our  fhips,  tho’ 
at  a  diftance,  will  encourage  our  fhips  that  are  near 
the  enemy,  and  difhearten  and  make  the  enemy  more 
inclineable  to  ftrike.  Only  the  admirals  are  entitled 
to  their  fhare,  whether  they  are  within  light  or  not, 
it  being  fufficient  for  them,  if  the  fhips  are  taken 
within  the  limits  of  their  command. 

These  mull  be  confefled  to  be  very  munificent 
rewards,  and  die  head  money  gratuities  to  the  wound¬ 
ed  men  and  relations  of  the  (lain  are  v/ell  judged 
encouragements.  But  1  cannot  help  thinking,  that 
if  an  half  of  all  merchant  fhips  and  of  their  cargoes 
was  referved  to  reimburfe  the  nation  part  of  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  fitting  and  paying  our  fleet,  all,  who  belong¬ 
ed  to  the  navy,  would  ftill  have  reafon  to  be  very 
thankful,  no  other  nation  in  Europe  giving  ib  much 
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a$  that ;  and  if  after  that,  the  captors  fhare  had  been 
divided  into  feven  parts,  and  one  feventh  inttead  of 
two  eighths  had  been  given  to  the  captains,  they 
could  not  then  have  complained  that  their  fhare  was 
too  little,  nor  do  I  believe,  they  would  have  done 
their  duty  the  worfe. 

Rut  alterations  of  this  kind  may  now  be  difficult. 
Let  it  then  only  be  confidered,  whether,  without  tak¬ 
ing  away  any  of  the  two  eighths  from  the  captains, 
their  fhare  may  not  be  more  properly  difpofed  of 
among  them,  as  much  to  their  fatisfaction  in  general, 
and  yet  in  fome  fenfe  more  equitably,  and  certainly 
more  for  the  advantage  of  the  fervice. 

Merchant  fhips,  if  they  be  of  any  confiderable  bur¬ 
then,  are  of  much  more  value  than  large  men  of  war. 
One  of  200  tons  may  be  worth,  10,  or  20,  or  30 
thou  fa  nd  pounds,  when  a  man  of  war  of  60  guns  will 
not  be  of  near  that  value,  efpecially  after  fuch  an  en¬ 
gagement,  as  we  may  fuppofe,  there  muft  be  before 
a  fhip  of  that  force  will  ttrike.  As  arrant  a  coward 
therefore,  as  ever  was  in  any  fervice,  may  without 
any  danger  make  himfelf  matter  of  an  ample  fortune 
for  only  doing,  what  a  woman  could  have  done  as 
well ;  while  a  brave  man,  after  a  gallant  adtion,  full 
of  danger,  may  not  for  his  reward  have  the  fifth  or 
the  tenth  part  of  it.  If  the  ordinary  pay  be  not 
thought  hifficient  encouragement  to  take  a  merchant 
fhip,  yet  furely  it  cannot  have  any  claim  to  fo  ample 
a  reward. 

When  men  may  enrich  themfelves  at  once  with 
fo  little  hazard  as  attends  attacking  defencelefs  mer- 
chantfhips,  and,  when  they  engage  a  man  of  war, 
are  fure  of  hard  blows,  and  can  expedt  but  little  profit 
and  no  honorary  rewards,  ’tis  very  natural  to  believe, 
that  they  will  fhun,as  much  as  poffible,  engaging  with 
fhips  of  force,  however  eager  they  may  be  to  attack 
merchant  fhips,  and,  if  they  fhould  happen  to  meet 
with  both  men  of  war  and  merchant  fhips,  that  they 
will  trv  to  avoid  the  former,  if  they  can  but  lay  hold 
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of  the  latter.  This  fuppofition  is  not  only  very  natu¬ 
ral,  but  fupported  by  experience.  A  certain  officer 
(ome  time  fince,  who  had  under  his  command  three 
fh'ips  of  70,  and  60  guns,  fell  in  with  two  French 
men  of  war  and  fome  merchant  fhips.  T.  he  woithy 
commodore  feeing  a  large  merchant  fbip  making  what 
fail  fhe  could  to  get  away,  follows  her,  and  leaves  the 
two  French  men  of  war  to  his  comrades.  They,  tho 
of  fuperior  force  to  the  French,  yet  for  fear  they  Ihould 
not  be  ftrong  enough,  or  for  fear  they  fhould  not  be 
in  fight,  when  the  merchant  fhip  was  taken,  went 
away  likewife,  and  fuffered  the  French  men  of  war 
to  go  away  unmolefted.  Such  a  behaviour  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  ;  it  is  the  natural  coniequence  of  fuch 

a  diftribution  of  rewards  *. 

If  a  man  of  war  fhould  be  fent  as  a  convoy  to 
fome  rich  merchant  fhips,  and  fhould  fee  at  a  diftance 
a  fhip  of  the  enemies,  which  he  might  fuppofe  to  be 
a  rich  one,  would  there  not  be  a  ftrong  temptation  to 
him  to  leave  his  convoy,  and  go  after  the  prize  ?  the 
convoy,  ’tis  true,  is  of  great  value,  but  what  is  that 
to  him?  if  he  takes  care  of  them,  as  he  fhould,  he 
may  have  thanks  perhaps,  but,  if  lie  takes  the  prize, 
he  makes  his  fortune,  and  then  he  can  live  afhore 
not  only  with  fafety,  but,  if  he  be  not  near  the  rank 
of  an  admiral,  with  more  dignity  alfo,  and  will  be 
glad  of  any  pretence  to  quit  the  fervice :  not  that  his. 
difmifhon  would  be  any  lofs  to  it ;  he  might  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  others  as  capable  :  but  his  indifference  for 
the  fervice  will  make  him  confider  breaking  as  no 
punifhment :  he  can  cover  himfelf  from  infamy  in  his 
laced  cloaths  and  his  coach  and  fix,  and,  ||  like  Lu- 

cullus’s 

*  None  of  thefe  captains  were  punilhed.  The  commodore  has 
been  fince  promoted  to  an  higher  ftation. 

||  The  ftory  is  well  told  both  by  Horace  and  Pope,  and  will 
not  I  believe  difpleafe  the  reader. 

Luculli  miles  collefta  viatica,  multis 
/Erumnis,  laffus  dum  nodtu  ftertit,  ad  affem 
Perdiderat  j  poft  hoc  veheraens  lupus,  &  fibi  &  hofti 


Iratus 


cull us’s  foldier,  when  he  had  recovered  his  lofs  will 
leave  hazardous  attempts  to  poor  fellows.  ’Tis  cer¬ 
tain  this  was  the  behaviour  of  fotne  in  the  infamous 
battle  of  Toulon.  They  had  filled  their  coffers  with 
prize  money  from  merchantmen,  and  could  calculate 
too  well  how  (mail  gains  they  could  exped  from  an 
engagement  with  men  of  war,  and  were  not  willing 
to  expole  to  be  fhot  at  perfons  of  fuch  confeqnence^ 
as  they  were  become,  fince  they  were  matters  of  20’ 
or  30  thoufand  pounds,  and  therefore  took  care  to 
fire  away  at  a  very  fafe  diftance  immenfe  quantities 
of  pow  der  and  fhot  at  the  enemy,  or  rather  at  the  fea, 

for 

Iratus  pariter,  jejunis  dentibus  acer* 

Praefidium  regale  Joco  dejecit,  ut  aiunt, 

Summe  raunito,  5c  multarum  divite  rerum. 

Claius  ob  id  fadtum,  donis  ornatur  honeftis, 

Accipit  &  bis  dena  fuper  feftertia  nummum.  * 

Forte  fub  hoc  tempus  caftellum  evertere  prauor 
Nefcio  quod  cupiens,  hortari  ccepit  eundem 
Verbis,  qua;  timido  quoque  poflent  addere  mentem : 

I,  bone,  quo  virtus  tua  te  vocat,  1  pede  faufto, 

Grandia  laturus  meritorum  premia  :  quidftas? 

Pofthac  ille  catus,  quantumvis  rufticus,  ‘  i bit, 

I  bn  to,  quo  vis,  qui  zonam  perdidit,  inquit.’  H0r, 

In  Anna’s  wars,  a  foldier,  poor  and  old, 

Had  dearly  earn’d  a  little  purfe  of  gold  / 

Tir’d  with  a  tedious  march,  one  lucklefs  nio-ht, 

He  flept,  poor  dog,  and  loft  it  to  a  doit, 

This  put  the  man  in  fuch  a  defperate  mind 

Between  revenge,  and  grief,  and  hunger  join’d  ( 

Agamft  the  foe,  himfelf,  and  alt  mankind  ;  f 

He  leap’d  the  trenches,  feal’d  acaftlewalf,  J 

Tore  down  a  ftandard,  took  the  fort  and  all 

Prodigious  well,  his  great  commander  cry’d, 

Gave  him  much  praife,  and  fome  reward  befide. 

Next  pleas’d  his  excellence  a  town  to  batter; 

(Its  name  I  know  not,  and  ’tis  no  great  matter) 

‘  Goon,  my  friend,  he  cry’d,  fee  yonder  walls  ; 

*  Advance  and  conquer,  go,  where  glory  calls, 

*  More  honors,  more  rewards  attend  the  brave. 

Don’t  you  remember,  what  reply  he^ave? 

D’ye  think  me,  noble  general,  fuch  a  fot  ? 

Let  him  takecailles,  who  has  ne’er  a  groat. 
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for  that  had  mod  of  their  fhot,  which  fell  fhort  of  the 
enemy  they  pretended  to  fire  at. 

There  is  another  ill  confequence  of  this  didribution 
of  prize  money,  which  is  not  fo  much  taken  notice  of, 
and  yet  may  be  very  fatal.  No  fhip  is  entitled  to  any 
prize  money,  which  is  not  actually  in  fight,  when  the 
prize  is  taken.  Now  as  three  decked  fhips  are  too 
large  and  unweildy  to  bufk  the  feas,  as  they  call  it, 
they  mud  be  as  much  at  anchor,  as  the  fervice  they  are 
upon  will  admit,  and  are  by  that  means  in  great  mea- 
fure  excluded  from  prize  money,  and  yet  they  may 
really  be  faid  to  be  aiding  and  affiding  to  the  cruizing 
fhips,  tho’  they  are  not  a&ually  with  them.  Thus, 
when  the  Englifh  three  decked  fhips  lay  at  anchor  in 
Hieres  bay,  and  kept  the  Spanifh  fleet  in  Toulon, 
the  enemies  merchant  fhips  were  forced  to  fail  with 
little  or  no  convoy,  and  fell  a  more  eafy  prey  to  our 
Angle  cruizers,  than  otherwife  they  would  have  done. 

I  readily  allow,  that  the  cruizers,  which  are  expofed 
to  the  dangers  and  fatigues  of  the  fea,  more  than  they 
which  are  at  anchor,  fhould  have  more  prize  money  : 
but  I  cannot  think,  that  the  capital  fhips,  which  have 
fo  great  a  fhare  in  didreffing  the  enemy,  fhould  be 
totally  excluded ;  efpecially,  fince  if  ever  there  be  a 
general  engagement,  they  are  the  fhips,  which  mud 
ludain  the  fury  of  the  battle. 

However,  if  they  were  the  only  fufferers  by  this, 
it  might  be  pafled  over  ^  but  the  public  fervice  is 
hurt  greatly  by  it.  In  time  of  war  prize  money  may 
be  much  more  confiderable  to  captains  than  their  pay, 
and  the  hopes  of  it  much  more  alluring  and  attra&ive. 
A  Angle  prize  of  but  two  thoufand  pounds  value,  if 
taken  by  one  fhip,  will  be  more  to  the  captain  s  fhare 
than  the  difference  is  between  the  pay  of  a  fird  and  a 
fixth  rate.  For  this  reafon  old  captains,  who  fhould, 
and  gentlemen  of  intered,  who  will,  have  the  pre¬ 
ference,  drive  to  get  cruizing  fhips,  in  hopes  of 
making  their  fortunes  at  once,  while  the  capital  fhips 
are  given  to  young  captains,  or  to  captains  in  a  bad 
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ftate  of  health,  who  cannot  bear  the  fatigues  of  cruiz¬ 
ing.  I  have  known  feme  gentlemen  captains  of  eighty 
gun  fhips,  who  by  the  rules  of  the  navy,  were  not 
old  enough  to  be  lieutenants.  But  in  a  general  en¬ 
gagement,  the  chief  dependence  mu  ft  be  upon  thefe 
fhips,  and  it  cannot  but  be  of  the  utmoft  confequence, 
that  they  fhould  be  commanded  by  old  and  expe¬ 
rienced  commanders,  the  bad  condud  of  one  of 
them  may  lofe  a  victory  ;  but  however  brave  a  young 
gentleman  may  be,  he  cannot  have  experience  enough 
to  dired  his  conduct  on  fuch  a  day.  I  have  often 
heard  foreigners  exprefs  their  furprize  at  the  youth  of 
fome  of  the  captains  of  our  capital  fhips. 

Give  me  leave  to  mention  another  obfervation, 
which  tho  it  does  not  relate  to  prize  money,  is  very 
pertinent  here.  The  firft  admiral  in  England,  has, 
when  employed,  two  captains  under  him,  the  firft  of 
which  during  that  time,  ranks  as  rear  admiral,  and 
is  always  an  old  captain  ;  but  other  admirals,  who 
happen  to  command  fquadrons  in  chief,  have  but  one 
captain,^  who  takes  rank  according  to  the  date  of  his 
commiflion,  and,  as  he  is  very  much  confined,  and 
fuppofed  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  prize  money,  old  ex¬ 
perienced  captains  decline  the  poft,  and  it  is  generally 
confeired  upon  a  young  captain ;  and  yet  if  the  admi¬ 
ral  be  killed  in  an  engagement,  his  captain  may  com¬ 
mand  the  whole  fleet  during  the  greateft  part  of  the 
action.  For,  if  an  admiral  be  killed,  the  inftrudions 
forbid  his  flag  to  be  ftruck,  for  fear  of  difcouraging 
the  fleet,  but  order,  that  notice  be  fent  to  the  perfbn, 
who  commands  in  the  fecond  poft  of  the  admiral's 
deck,^  who  is  immediately  to  repair  on  board  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  fhip,  and  take  the  command  upon  him  ;  but 
before  this  can  be  done,  the  fate  of  the  adion  may  be 
determined.  In  the  mean  time  all  fignals  are  to  be 
given  from  the  admiral’s  (flip  by  the  diredion  of  the 
captain,  or,  if  he  fhould  be  killed  likewfle,  by  the 
ch  red  ion  of  the  lieutenant,  and  if  any  errors  fhould 
be  committed  thro’  want  of  experience  or  capacity, 
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the  whole  fleet  may  be  deftroyed.  This  is  a  fault  that 
only  we  are  guilty  of,  and  which  we  may  perhaps 
have  one  day  too  much  reafbn  to  repent.  1  he  trench 
have  always  feveralold  officers  on  board  their  admirals 
fhips.  The  Spanifh  admiral,  tho’  he  had  only  a  rear 
admiral’s  flag  had  no  lefs  than  4  captains  on  board  his 
fhip  the  day  of  the  battle  of  Toulon,  and  it  was  owing 
to  the  experience  and  bravery  of  the  third  captain* 
the  firft  and  fecond  being  killed,  and  the  admiral 
himfelf  wounded,  that  the  fhip  was  faved.  In  the 
wars  with  the  Dutch,  when  our  navy  made  the  great- 
eft  figure  at  fea,  we  have  had  two  admirals  on  board 
of  one  fhip. 

Thefe  are  fbme  of  the  mifchiefs,  which,  I  appre¬ 
hend,  the  prefent  diftribution  of  our  prize  money  al¬ 
ready  has  been,  and  always  will  be  the  caufe  of.  The 
arguments  made  ufe  of  to  prove  this  are  fupported  by 
experience,  and  they  are  mifchiefs  of  fuch  confequence* 
as  well  deferve  our  greateft  attention,  how  to  remedy, 
if  not  prevented  for  the  future,  they  probably  will 
prove  our  ruin,  and  prize  money,  inftead  of  promot¬ 
ing  the  benefit  qf  the  fervice,  and  exciting  diligence 
and  bravery  among  the  officers  and  feamen,  will 
make  the  duty  negledled  and  dangers  fhun’d,  and 
only  riches  aimed  at. 

I  am  fenfible,  that  any  perfon,  who  has  planned 
a  fcheme  in  his  own  mind,  of  what  kind  foever  it  be* 
is  apt  always  to  be  partial  to  his  own  defrgn,  and  to 
entertain  a  much  better  opinion  of  it,  than  any  other 
can,  or  will  do. 

But  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  infift,  that  there 
ought  to  be  more  fteps  to*  afcend  from  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  fhip,  to  the  rank  of  an  admiral.  When 
a  man  has  a  commiffion  to  command  a  twenty 
gun  (hip,  he  can  regularly  rife  no  higher,  till  he 
is  a  rear  admiral,  i.  e.  a  major  general,,  for  a 
commodore  is  only  an  occafional  dignity,  while  any 
perfon  has  that  cgmmiflion,  he  ranks  as  brigadier  ge¬ 
neral  i  but,  when  the  commiffion  ceafes,  he  defcends 
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again  to  the  rank  of  a  private  captain.  This  is  a 
fault  which  the  French  and  Spaniards  have  avoided  ; 
they  have  feveral  ranks  of  captains,  according  to  the 
rates  of  the  fhips  they  command.  And  this,  and  in¬ 
deed  the  difcipline  of  the  French  in  general,  are  wor¬ 
thy  our  imitation.  Suppofe  therefore  that  all  com¬ 
manders  of  bombs,  firefhips,  floops,  and  hofpital  (hips, 
and  all  who  are  called  matters  and  commanders,  fhould 
rank  as  majors,  all  captains  of  20,  40,  and  50  gun 
fhips,  as  lieutenant  colonels,  of  60,  70,  and  80,  as 
colonels,  of  90,  and  100  guns,  as  brigadiers.  This 
might  be  done  without  any  alteration  in  their  pay, 
and  would  efteftually  prevent  old  captains  from  afk- 
ing  for  fmall  fhips,  unlefs  they  were  willing  to  be 
commanded  by  officers,  who  were  their  juniors;  and 
as  large  fhips  are  the  moft  proper  and  fui table  for  old 
officers,  fo  cruizing  fhips  are  the  beft  for  young,  who 
are  beft  able  to  bear  the  fatigues  of  cruizing,  and  will 
by  that  means  have  a  better  opportunity  to  improve 
their  (kill  in  navigation,  and  acquire  experience.  Nor 
would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  ranging  the  captains 
in  thefe  claffes,  which  may  be  done,  not  according 
to  the  largenefs  of  the  fhips  they  have  commanded, 
before  this  regulation  is  made,  but  according  to  the 
dates  of  their  firft  commiffions,  which  would  leave 
none  any  room  for  complaint,  fince  then  no  unjuft 
preference  would  be  given  to  junior  officers  by  putting 
them  over  the  heads  of  their  feniors  ;  this  fcheme  may 
be  further  improved,  as  it  has  of  late  been  very  much 
the  cuftom  to  promote  fome  captains  to  the  rank  of 
admirals  when  many  who  were  their  feniors  were 
pafled  by,  and  confequently  could  not  with  honour, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  navy,  ferve  any  longer  ; 
to  pacify  them  therefore  they  have  been  appointed  rear 
admirals  *,  without  being  named  to  any  particular  fqua- 
dron,  and  intitled  to  half  pay,  but  are  not  to  expeft 
ever  to  be  employed  ;  this,  if  they  have  behaved  well, 
is  too  little,  if  not,  too  much ;  however  it  is  a  large 

expence 

f  They  are  ufually  called  yellow  Admirals. 
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expence  to  the  public.  In  the  land  fervice  no  officer 
under  the  rank  of  a  colonel,  thinks  it  a  difgrace,  to 
ferve,  if  a  junior  officer  be  put  over  him.  In  the  fea 
fervice  now  no  matter  and  commander  ever  quits  the 
fervice  on  that  account  ;  and,  if  the  regulation  now 
propofed  was  eftablifhed,  none  who  had  not  com¬ 
manded  at  lead  60  gun  fhips,  would  have  a  right  to 
think  themfelves  difgraced  by  continuing  to  ferve, 
when  juniors  were  put  over  them,  confequently  the 
number  of  thefe,  who  would  claim  the  privilege  of 
being  rear  admirals  at  large,  would  be  very  much 
reduced,  and  the  expence  leftened. 

And  as  all  the  fhips  in  the  fame  fquadron  may  be 
truly  faid  to  be  affifting  to  each  other  in  diftreffing 
the  enemy  in  thofe  parts,  where  the  fquadron  is  em¬ 
ployed,  fo  I  cannot  think  that  any  of  them  ought  to 
be  almoft  totally  excluded  from  all  hopes  of  prize  mo¬ 
ney  ;  but  that  regard  ought  to  be  had  both  to  the 
rank  and  age  of  the  refpe&ive  captains,  and  to  the 
fervice  performed,  and  hazards  and  fatigues  under¬ 
went  by  every  fhip.  This  not  only  juftice,  but  the 
benefit  of  the  fervice  requires. 

With  regard  to  the  captains,  I  would  therefore 
propofe,  that  when  any  prize  money  is  to  be  paid,  the 
two  or  three  eighths  belonging  to  them  fhould  be  di¬ 
vided  into  a  number  of  fhares  according  to  that  of  the 
captains,  who  are  entitled  to  it,  and  that  all,  who 
ferve  in  the  fquadron,  fhould  be  entitled  to  their  pro¬ 
portion  of  it  according  to  the  following  rules.  Every 
mafter  and  commander,  who  ranks  as  major,  to  one 
fhare  ;  every  captain,  who  ranks  as  lieutenant  colo¬ 
nel,  a  fhare  and  an  half;  every  captain,  who  ranks 
as  colonel,  two  fhares  ;  every  captain,  who  ranks  as 
brigadier,  two  fhares  and  an  half.  This  would  make 
old  captains  willing  to  command  great  fhips,  and 
would  (hew  a  decent  regard  to  their  age  and  fervices; 
nor  could  young  captains  reafonably  complain  tho* 
fomething  be  taken  away  from  them  for  the  prefent, 
fihce  they  alfo  would  one  day  reap  an  advantage  from 
it.  But 
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Rot  as  the  cruizing  fhips  muft  neceifarily  undergo 
more  hazards,  and  their  companies  more  fatigues 
than  others,  the  following  exceptions,  or  limitations 
to  the  above  method  are  offered. 

I.  If  any  merchant  fhip  or  fhips  belonging  to  the 
enemy  be  taken  by  any  of  his  majefty’s  fhips  of  fupe- 
rior  force,  then  the  whole  fquadron  to  which  the  cap- 
tors  belong  fhall  be  intitled  to  fhare  in  the  prize  mo¬ 
ney,  tho*  not  a6tually  in  fight ;  but  the  immediate 
captors,  and  all  in  fight,  when  the  prize  or  prizes  are 
taken,  (hall  be  entitled  to  a  double  fhare  of  prize  mo¬ 
ney,  to  what  others  in  the  fame  ftation  fhall  receive, 
i.  e.  Every  captain,  who  ranks  as  major,  and  is  one 
of  the  captors,  fhall  receive  two  fhares ;  every  cap* 
tain  who  ranks  as  lieutenant  colonel,  and  is  one  of  the 
captors,  three  fhares,  and  fo  on ;  likewife  every  lieu¬ 
tenant,  mafter,  warrant  or  petty  officer,  or  private 
man,  who  are  on  board  the  captors,  when  the  prize 
is  taken,  fhall  receive  double  the  prize  money,  which 
others  of  the  fame  ftation  in  the  fleer,  who  were  in 
fhips  not  in  fight,  fhall  be  entitled  to.  This,  where 
no  great  danger  is  run,  may  well  be  thought  a  fuffi* 
cient  compenfation  to  the  captors. 

II.  If  the  fhip  or  fhips  taken  be  equal  in  number 
of  guns  and  men,  and  in  weight  of  metal  with  the 
captors,  or  if  they  be  fhips  of  war  or  privateers,  tho* 
of  inferior  force,  then  they  are  to  belong  to  the  cap- 
tors  only,  and  no  other  (hips  in  the  fquadron  but  thofe, 
who  arc  actually  in  fight,  to  be  entitled  either  to  prize 
or  head  money.  It  is  mentioned  here,  that  the  fhips 
taken,  ftiould  be  equal  to  the  captors  both  in  number 
of  guns  and  men  and  in  weight  of  metal,  becaufe 
feme  merchant  men  have  as  many  guns  as  men,  and 
others  are  cumbered  with  paflengers,  and  have  few 
or  no  guns,  neither  of  which  can  make  any  confider- 
able  refiffiance  to  fhips  of  war,  and  confequently  the 
taking  of  them  does  not  deferve  any  extraordinary  re¬ 
ward. 


III.  If 
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lit  If  any  fhip  be  taken,  which  hath  a  letter  of" 
tnarque,  and  yet  hath  a  cargo  on  board,  it  (hall  be 
confidered  as  a  merchant  fhip,  and  not  as  a  privateer. 

IV.  If  any  of  his  majefty’s  fhips  of  war  fhall  take 
or  deftroy  fhips  of  war  belonging  to  the  enemy  of  e- 
qual  or  fuperior  force  to  the  captors*  then  the  captors 
fhall  not  only  be  entitled  folely  and  exclufive  of  all  o- 
thers  to  the  prize  and  head  money  arifing  from  the 
fhip,  fo  taken,  but  likewife  to  a  double  (hare  of  all 
prize  money  arifing  from  any  merchant  (hips  that 
(hall  be  taken  by  any  of  that  (quadron  for  a  year  to 
come,  except  fuch  merchant  (hips,  as  are  compre¬ 
hended  in  the  fecond  article,  as  equal  to  the  captors 
in  weight  of  metal,  and  number  of  guns  and  men. 
And  to  this  double  fhare  captains,  officers  and  men 
fhall  each  of  them  in  their  refpeCtive  degrees  be  en¬ 
titled.  And  if  any  of  them  (hall  be  fent  out  of  the 
limits  of  that  fquadron  before  the  year  be  expired,  yet 
(till  to  be  entitled  to  a  fingle  fhare  after  they  have 
left  the  (quadron,  till  the  time  mentioned  be  com- 
pleated. 

V.  When  any  captain  (hall  receive  any  prize  mo¬ 
ney  for  merchant  fhips  only,  he  (hall  be  obliged  to 
give  fecurity  for  the  whole  fum ;  and  if  at  any  time 
hereafter  he  fhall  be  convicted  of  cowardice  in  any 
fhape,  then  all  the  prize  money  he  hath  received, 
or  is  due  to  him  from  merchant  men,  except  what 
he  may  be  entitled  to  by  the  4th  article,  fhall  by  that 
conviction  be  forfeited,  and  fhall  be  given  among 
thofe  captains  of  the  fleet  who  have  taken  fhips  of 
war  of  equal  or  fuperior  force  with  thofe  they  com¬ 
manded.  This  may  make  fome  deiirous  of  refign- 
ing  and  leaving  the  fervice,  when  they  are  grown 
rich  ;  but  it  will  effectually  keep  them  from  drawing 
back  in  the  time  of  danger  ;  the  more  a  man  has  to 
lofe,  the  more  defperate  he  will  be,  that  he  may  not 
by  the  bad  conduCt  of  an  hour  lofe  the  acquifition  of 
years. 

Give 


Gtve  me  leave  to  add,  in  behalf  of  the  men,  that 
fome  farther  regulations  may  be  made  with  regard  to 
the  agents,  that  their  fees  be  fixed,  and  they  not  fuf~ 
fered  to  run  away  with  all  or  moft  of  the  profits,  that 
Ihould  belong  to  the  men  ;  that  if  any  difpute  fhould 
arife  about  the  legality  of  the  capture,  or  the  right 
of  the  claimants,  there  may  be  a  fummary  way  of  de- 
terming  it  ;  that  the  agents  may  be  obliged  to  make 
their  payments  with  as  little  delay  as  poffible — that  the 
men  may  have  liberty  to  name  agents,  as  well  as  the 
captains  and  officers — that  no  agent  dare  to  pay  any 
captain  all  or  any  part  of  his  prize  money,  who  has 
not  firft  given  in  authentic  lifts  of  his  fhip’s  company, 
by  which  every  man  in  his  ftiip  may  be  able  to  receive 
their  dividend,  as  well  as  the  captain  his — and  that 
the  captains  be  required  to  aft  as  the  fathers  of  their 
(hips  companies — and  that  all  frauds  and  embezle- 
ments,  and  delay  or  ftoppage  of  payment  be  feverely 
punifhed. 

These  regulations,  I  believe,  would  make  our  pe¬ 
cuniary  rewards  ufeful  to  the  public  fervice,  which  I 
am  afraid  are  frequently  very  hurtful  to  it  now.  Rut 
I  cannot  think  pecuniary  rewards  are  fufficient  to  ad¬ 
vance  a  fervice  to  a  great  degree  of  perfection.  Ho¬ 
norary  rewards,  which  are  fcarcely  known  in  our  fer¬ 
vice,  are  much  more  confentaneous  to  virtue,  and 
more  productive  of  heroic  aft  Ions.  Every  one  knows 
how  eagerly  a  garland,  and  a  civic  or  mural  crown 
were  contended  for  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans;  they 
were  things  of  no  intrinfic  value  in  themfelves  ;  but 
they  reflected  a  reputation  and  dignity  upon  the  per- 
fons,  who  obtained  them.  Indeed  rewards  of  this 
fort  will  always  have  moft  force  in  virtuous  times  ; 
but  they  will  have  fome  even  in  the  worft.  I  heartily 
wirti  they  were  introduced  into  our  fervice  ;  they  will 
acquire  ftrength  from  ufe  :  Men  would  dread  infamy, 
and  court  reputation  more  than  they  now  do. 

Give  me  leave  to  mention  a  few  inftances,  where 
I  think  honorary  rewards  might  be  conferred  with 
great  propriety.  I.  Every 
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f.  Every  captain  of  a  man  of  war  who  (hall  take 
or  deftroy  an  enemy’s  fhip  of  war  of  equal  force  with 
his  own,  to  be  confidered  to  rank  in  the  fervice  as  if 
his  firft  commiflion  was  of  a  year’s  older  date  than  it 
is ;  and  if  by  the  addition  of  that  year,  he  would  be 
at  the  head  of  his  own  rank,  then  to  be  promoted 
immediately  to  an  higher  rank. 

This  I  have  heard  objected  to,  as  unjuft,  as  it  may 
put  juniors  over  their  feniors,  who  did  not  want  cou¬ 
rage,  but  only  opportunity  to  have  done  the  fame, 
which  perhaps  favour  procured  for  the  other.  But  I 
mult  own,  I  think  one  gallant  action,  crowned  with 
fuccefs,  deferves  more  from  the  public,  than  a  year’s 
inactive  fervice ;  nor  is  it  poffible  to  reward  latent 
merit,  the  public  can  only  judge  and  reward,  what  it 
fees ;  if  this  will  make  danger  courted  for  the  fake, 
of  glory,  this  is  the  very  thing,  that  is  aimed  at;  if 
the  admiral’s  favourites  courts  danger  for  this  reward, 
it  is  a  proof  that  he  has  made  a  right  choice  of  his 
favourites ;  and  if  any  one  complains,  the  anfwer  is 
plain,  go  thou  and  do  Jikewife. 

II.  Every  captain  of  a  man  bf  war,  that  fhall  take 
or  deftroy  a  fhip  of  the  enemies  of  fuperior  force,, 
fhall  from  that  day  rank  as  commanding  a  fhip  of 
that  force. 

III.  Every  captain  of  a  firefhip,  that  fhall  burn 
an  admiral’s  fhip,  to  rank  from  that  day  as  a  colonel, 
or,  if  any  other  fhip,  as  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

IV.  After  an  engagement,  if  we  have  gained  the 
victory,  the  admiral  to  have  the  power  to  reward  as 
many  captains  as  the  enemy  have  loft  fliips  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned,  but  ftill  to  be  accountable 
to  the  higher  powers  for  his  nomination  ;  if  we  lofe 
the  battle,  that  as  foon  as  may  be  a  ftrift  enquiry  be 
made  both  into  the  condudt  of  the  admirals  and  cap¬ 
tains,  the  brave  to  be  rewarded,  and  the  faulty 
punifhed. 

V.  The  captain  of  the  admiral,  who  commands  a 
fquadron  in  chief,  to  take  place  of  all  other  captains 
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for  the  time,  and  if  he  continues  long  in  that  ffatiorJ,’ 
to  have  a  year  added  to  the  date  of  his  commiffion  ; 
if  a  battle  be  fought  during  that  time,  and  a  victory 
gained,  to  have  another  year  added,  unlefs  the  admiral 
himfelf  be  found  guilty  of  cowardice. 

VI.  If  any  captain  Ihould  be  killed  in  an  engage¬ 
ment,  and  the  lieutenant  who  fucceeds  him  in  the 
command,  behave  well,  and  bring  the  Ihip  off  ho¬ 
nourably  from  one  of  fuperior  force,  or  take  a  Ihip  of 
equal  force,  that  lieutenant  to  take  rank  as  mafcer  and 
commander  from  that  day,  or  even  an  higher  rank, 
if  the  merit  of  the  action  fhall  deferve  it,  and  to  have 
the  fir  ft  Ihip  of  that  rate,  that  fhall  be  vacant  even  be¬ 
fore  the  admiral’s  lieutenants.  » 

VII.  Every  lieutenant  of  a  vidtorious  fhip  to  have 
a  year  added  to  the  date  of  his  commiffion ;  every 
mafter  or  warrant  officer,  who  had  on  fuch  occafions 
behaved  well,  to  be  confidered  from  that  day,  as  be¬ 
longing  to  a  ihip  of  a  larger  rate  with  refpedt  to  be¬ 
ing  fuperannuated,  or  to  have  a  year  added  to  the  date 
of  his  commiffion  ;  every  mate  or  midfhipman  not  to 
be  obliged  to  ferve  in  a  lower  ftation  in  his  majefty’s 
navy,  and  every  common  feaman  to  have  fome  mark 
of  honour  conferred  on  him,  or  leave  for  a  month’s 
abfence  on  that  account,  when  they  come  to  an  En- 
glifh  fhore.  I  dare  fay,  thefe  rewards  would  make 
every  man  more  courageous  in  adtion  ;  a  year  thus  ad¬ 
ded  to  a  commiffion,  would  be  looked  upon  as  the  moft 
honourable  pretenfion  to  feniority,  and  an  advancement 
or  indulgence  thus  obtained  would  be  the  boaft  of  a 
brave  feaman  :  the  very  mention  of  it  fires  me,  and 
revives  in  my  mind  a  pleafure  I  once  had,  when  a  brave 
fellow  interrupted  a  man,  who  was  finging  a  fong 
about  the  battle  of  la  Hogue,  Jack,  fays  he,  by  the 
time  we  get  to  England,  we  fhall  be  in  ballads  for  our 
behaviour  this  day. 

If  any  captains  Ihould  give  repeated  inftances  of 
their  courage,  by  taking  feveral  of  the  enemies  fhips 
of  war,  would  it  be  amifs,  if  the  old  order  of  ban¬ 
nerets 
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nerets  was  revived,  they  honoured  with  It,  and  per¬ 
mitted  to  wear  a  red  ribbon  on  the  left  fhoulder,  and 
a  dar  as  the  knights  of  the  Bath  do  ?  I  am  perfuaded 
it  would  be  highly  ufeful ;  but  I  would  never  have  it 
conferred,  where  the  merit  was  not  confpicuous,  and 
then  it  fhould  be  done  with  great  form  ;  all  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  the  (hips  at  the  port  fhould  aflift :  and  to  di- 
mulate  people  the  more  to  exert  themfelves  in  an  en¬ 
gagement,  it  ought  to  be  a  eondant  rule  after  an  en¬ 
gagement,  to  make  with  a  great  fGlemnity  a  drift  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  behaviour  of  every  (hip,  and  publickly 
to  applaud  the  brave,  and  cenfure  the  faulty,  and  bring 
them  afterwards  to  a  court  martial ;  and  all  partiality 
in  this  fhould  be  feverely  punifhable.  When  this  was 
known  to  be  the  eondant  method,  a  man  mud  be 
a  very  great  coward  indeed,  who  would  not  fight ;  I 
believe  few  fuch  would  be  found. 

If  there  fhould  be  a  general  engagement  between 
two  great  fleets,  and  the  viftory  clearly  ours.,  I  own, 
I  think  the  admiral  deferves  a  greater  honour  than  that 
of  knighthood  ;  a  peerage  cannot  be  thought  too  much. 
Indeed,  military  virtue  feems  to  have  the  faired  pre- 
tenfions  for  that  honour  ;  if  they,  who  are  arriv’d  at 
the  head  of  the  church  and  the  law,  ought  to  have  the 
precedency,  as  religion  and  good  laws  are  the  mod 
efiential  to  the  happinefs  of  a  nation,  and  even  to  the 
good  conduft  of  an  army  and  fleet :  yet,  dill,  as  they 
generally  arrive  at,  and  pofiefs  thofe  eminent  dations, 
without  any  danger  to  their  perfons,  they  do  not  feem 
to  have  fo  good  a  right  to  hereditary  honours,  as  the 
brave  general  or  admiral.  He  who  ventures  his  life 
greatly.,  for  the  fervice  of  his  king  and  country,  de¬ 
ferves  to  have  that  honour  tranfmitted  to  his  family.  I 
have  often  wondered,  how  few  families  have  been 
enobled  for  military  virtue.,  and  how  many  have  been 
enobled,  without  having  filled  any  eminent  dation  at 
all.  If  one  looks  into  the  number  of  peers  created 
from  the  acceffion  of  K.  James  the  fird,  to  the  death 
of  Anne,  one  would  be  apt  to  conclude  that  that 
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century  muft  have  abounded  greatly  in  men  of  di- 
ftingui died  worth  and  abilities  ;  but  our  hiftorians,  and 
even  books  of  heraldry,  have  been  fhamefully  filent 
with  regard  to  many  of  them,  having  left  us  little 
more  concerning  them,  than  that  they  had  a  vote  in 
the  fenate,  and  were  able  fpeakers  *. 

The  clergy  cannot  fave  ' money  in  their  way  to 
enoble  their  families  to  fiipport  that  honour;  their 
revenues  were  not  given  them  to  aggrandize  their 
families,  but  to  reward  merit,  and  fuccour  the  di- 
ftreffed  ;  and  if  any  of  them  fhould  fave  a  large  for¬ 
tune,  out  of  his  fpiritual  revenues,  he  might  well  be 
faid  to  become  fcandaloufly  rich,  and  utterly  unworthy 
of  any  honour ;  nor  has  there  one  clergyman  been 
enobled  fince  the  reformation.  The  law  has  given 
rife  to  many  noble  families,  but  the  fword  to  very  few. 
Indeed,  this  refledtion  feems  to  favour  the  fatyrical 
comparifon  in  Gulliver,  between  the  ancient  Roman 
fenate,  and  a  certain  modern  one. 

In  the  laft  reign  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  limit  the 
number  of  peers  :  was  the  number  to  be  limited,  and 
that  the  prerogative  might  not  fuffer,  the  king  to 
name  fo  many  out  of  the  law,  the  fleet,  and  the  army, 
who  like  the  bifhops,  fhould  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
for  life,  and  none  be  made  hereditary  peers,  whofe 
anceftors  or  themfelves  had  not  filled  fome  eminent 
Ration  with  applaufe,  it  would  add  greatly  to  the 
fplendor  of  that  illuftrious  body. 

But  I  would  not  have  honorary  rewards  confined 
to  the  royal  navy,  I  would  have  it  extend  to  the  pri¬ 
vateers  alfo  ;  if  any  of  them  took  a  fhip  of  war  from 
the  enemy,  1  would  have  the  captain  of  that  privateer 
be  enrolled  among  the  captains  of  the  royal  navy,  and 
rank  according  to  the  bignefs  of  the  enemy’s  fhip  that 
he  took ;  the  reward  thus  given,  would,  in  compari¬ 
fon  of  the  mifchief  that  he  did  the  enemy,  coft  the 
public  but  very  little,  and  a  brave  officer  would  be 

*  Largus  opum,  et  melior  lingua,  fed  frigida  bello 

Dextera,  conciliis  habitus  non  tu  futilis  au&or.  Vjrg. 
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brought  into  the  royal  navy,  which  would  be  always 
a  valuable  acquisition.  Perhaps,  he  might  not  be  fo 
polite  as  fome  of  our  captains,  but  if  he  was  a  man  of 
fenfe  and  courage,  he  would  foon  acquire  that  polite- 
nefs,  which  is  founded  on  good  fenfe  and  good  nature, 
and  the  reft  might  be  excufed  f .  Nay,  I  would  have 
thefe  rewards  go  lower  ftili ;  the  men  of  that  priva¬ 
teer,  that  had  taken  a  Ship  of  war  from  the  enemy, 
Should  be  exempted  from  being  prefted  for  a  year. 

In  Short,  as  there  may  be  fome  great  actions  per¬ 
formed,  which  can  be  provided  for  by  no  ftated  rules, 
it  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  every  year,  a  ftrid  enquiry 
was  made,  into  the  adions  of  the  war  ;  whether  per¬ 
formed  by  the  officers  of  the  public,  or  of  private 
perfons  ;  and  every  gallant  adion  fome  way  rewarded. 
With  regard  to  the  officers  of  the  royal  navy,  I  could 
wifti  the  admiralty’s  invincible  maxim  was,  pay  well, 
and  punifh  well.  But  the  beft  thing  to  infpire  men 
with  a  Steady  and  determined  courage,  is  religion. 
All  men  are  fenfible  of  the  fhortnefs  and  uncertainty 
of  life,  and  weaknefs  and  blindnefs  of  human  nature  ; 
and  all  religions  attribute  to  the  Supreme  Being  power 
and  wifdom,  and  promife,  more  or  lefs  clearly,  hap- 
pinefs  in  another  life  to  the  virtuous  :  Quique  lui 
memores  alios  fecere  merendo.  Integrity  and  bravery 
in  the  fervice  of  one’s  country,  is  every  where  reckon¬ 
ed  a  great  virtue ;  confequently,  the  fear  of  death 
muft  be  leflened,  and  victory  expeded  from  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  divine  powers,  when  a  man  believes  he  is 
fighting  in  a  good  caufe,  and  that  he  is  under  the 
protedion  of  the  Supreme  Being,  whole  battles  he  is 
fighting,  and  who  will  either  bring  him  off  with  Safe¬ 
ty  and  fuccefs,  or  crown  him  with  immortality.  Look 
into  ancient  or  modern  hiftory,  into  the  annals  of  our 
own,  as  well  as  of  foreign  nations,  and  you  will  find, 
that  armies  were  never  fo  daring,  never  fo  vido- 

*  This  would  perhaps  introduce  into  the  royal  navy  fome 
Bemboo’s  and  Waltons,  to  be  a  contrail  to  a  Burrifh  or  an  honour¬ 
able  -  - - - 
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tIoiis,  as  when  they  were  animated  by  religious  prin¬ 
ciples. 

Give  me  leave  to  quote  the  words  of  Strada,  lib.  2. 
prolufi  4.  “  Ad  rem  bellicam  religionem  princeps 

adhibeat;  nullum  enim  inftrumentum  evocandis, 
atque  in  omnem  belli  aliam  compellendis  militum 
animis,  nullum  fofpitandis  fortunandifque  praeliis  op- 
portunius  religione  repertum  eft.  Haec  telum  acerri- 
mum,  quo  femel  armatus  exercitus,  humana  omnia 
ducit  inferiora  prae  ilia.  ^  Gloriofi  ifti  duces,  dei  homi- 
numque  contemptores,  qui  fe  aliis  faciunt  feroces, 
dum  coelo  minitabundi  gradiuntur,  artis,  quam  pro- 
fitentur,  elementa  nondum  tenent.  Romanis  impe- 
ratoribus,  cum  quibus,  fi  ufquam  gentium,  bellandi 
ars  Fait  ac  fecit,  nihil  erat  antiquius  ante  pugnam,  in 
acie,  poft  vidoriam,  quam  ut  religionis  curam  ple- 
rique  haberent,  omnes  certi  prae  fe  ferrent.” 

There  are  feveral  inftances  mentioned  in  Livy, 
where  their  greateft  generals  in  the  moft  imminent 
danger  of  lofing  the  battle,  have,  by  an  audible  ad- 
drefs  to  the  gods,  revived  the  courage  of  their  foldiers, 
and  gained  a  compleat  victory  •,  particularly  Romulus, 
Camillas,  and  Sylla.  But  nothing  can  be  more  noble 
and  animating,  than  fome  of  this  fort  mentioned  in 
the  Old  Teftament,  u  Hear,  O  Ifrael,  you  approach 
this  day  unto  battle  againft  your  enemies,  let  not  your 
hearts  faint,  fear  not,  and  do  not  tremble,  neither 
be  ye  terrified  becaufe  of  them ;  for  the  Lord  your 
God  is  he  that  goeth  with  you,  to  fight  for  you  againft 
your  enemies,  to  fave  you.”  Deut.  xx.  And  again, 
2  Chron.  xiv.  cc  Lord,  it  is  nothing  with  thee  to 
help,  whether  with  many,  or  with  them  that  have 
m  power-,  help  us,  O  Lord  our  God,  for  we  reft  on 
thee,  and  in  thy  name  we  go  againft  this  multitude. 
O  Lord,  thou  art  our  God,  let  not  man  prevail  againft 
thee.”  And  in  the  Pfal.  cxlix.  cc  Let  the  praifes  of 
God  be  in  their  mouth,  and  a  two-edged  (word  in  their 
hands,  to  be  avenged  of  the  heathen,  and  to  rebuke 
the  people,  to  bind  their  kings  in  chains,  and  their 
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nobles  In  links  of  iron  ;  that  they  may  be  avenged  of 
them,  as  it  is  written,  Such  honour  have  all  his  faints.5' 
There  is  a  fpirited  exhortation  of  St.  Paul*  to  the 
church,  in  a  ftate  of  perfection,  which  would  be 
equally  applicable  in  war,  Eph.  vi.  “  Finally,  my 
brethren,  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of 
his  might.55 

To  conclude  this  fubjedt,  if  among  the  old  Romans, 
religion  was  of  fuch  ufe  and  prevalency,  when  it  was 
full  of  fuperftition,  and  gave  but  uncertain  hopes  of 
an  hereafter,  how  powerful  might  it  be  made  under 
the  gofpel  difpenfation,  where  life  and  immortality 
are  fet  in  fo  ftrong  and  clear  a  light  ?  what  can  fo 
much  brighten  and  improve  innate  feeds  of  courage  ? 
what  fo  ftrongly  combat  conftitutional  fear,  and  enable 
even  one,  who  is  naturally  a  coward,  to  look  upon 
death  with  contempt,  and  fmile  among  the  roar  of 
cannon  and  all  the  horrors  of  war?  But  it  is  the  gay 
confcience  of  a  life  well  fpent,  that  can,  at  that  time 
of  horror,  make  a  man’s  breaft  glow  with  pleafing 
hopes.  This  is  not  indeed,  in  the  power  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  to  beftow  ;  but  two  things  ought  to  be  the  care 
of  the  public,  that  religious  worfhip  be  folemnly,  de¬ 
cently,  and  regularly  performed,  and  that  open  and 
abandoned  vice  be  punifhed ;  the  former  keeps  reli¬ 
gion  in  countenance,  and  often  infenfibly  leads  men 
from  being  formally,  to  become  really  good ;  the 
latter  prevents  from  committing  actions,  which,  if 
reflected  upon,  will  blunt  their  fword  in  the  day  of 
battle.  -  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  as  far  as  l  could  ob- 
ferve  myfelf,  or  learn  from  others,  no  nation  in  Eu¬ 
rope  is  fo  much  wanting,  and  fo  juftly  blameable  in 
both  ^  thefe  refpedts,  as  ours.  There  is  not  always 
fufficient  care  taken  in  choofing  fuch  clergy  for  chap¬ 
lains,  as  might,  by  their  learning  and  example,  re¬ 
commend  the  practice  of  it  to  the  men,  or  give  a  juft 
idea  of  it  to  ftrangers.  And  there  have  been  lately 
fome  notorious  inftances  of  vice  publickly  detedled, 
and  the  criminals  not  only  pardoned,  but  advanced. 
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I  could  mention  many,  but  fhall  give  you  only  two^ 
which  happened  in  two  different  fhips.  Two  officers; 
the  one  a  captain,  the  other  a  lieutenant,  were  de¬ 
tected  of  fodomy ;  the  thing  was  fo  flagrant,  that  they 
both  deferted,  and  run  away,  and  yet  the  one  was 
immediately  made  captain  of  a  larger  fhip,  and  the 
other  preferred  to  an  higher  commiffion.  Sodomy  is 
a  vice  detefted  in  the  fleet  at  prefent ;  but  if  officers 
are  fuffered  to  fet  a  bad  example  by  the  practice  of  it 
with  impunity,  it  may  be  foon  as  common  there,  as 
in  Italy  or  Turkey. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  down  the  molt  likely 
methods  to  revive  the  glory  of  the  navy,  and  to 
make  rewards  truly  ufeful  to  the  fervice ;  how  far  I 
am  in  the  right  is  worthy  the  lerious  thoughts  of 
thofe  in  high  ftation ;  who  have  an  opportunity  of 
correcting  by  a  law,  whatever  is  amifs,  and,  by  that, 
of  doing  a  mofl  fubftantial  fervice  to  their  country  in 
general,  and  to  a  brave  and  ufeful  body  of  men  in 
particular,  who  now  indeed,  by  the  cowardice  and- 
m  if  conduct  of  fome,  appear  in  a  contemptible  view, 
but  are,  and  always  muff  be,  the  belt  human  bulwark 
that  this  nation  can  have,  for  the  defence  of  our  li¬ 
berty  againff  foreign  enemies. 


Juft  pubUJhed , 

A  Prophetic  Fragment 

O  F  A 

FUTURE  CHRONICLE; 

By  the  Author  of  the  Four  Letters  to  the  People 

of  England.  • 

Our  naval  Thunders,  and  our  tented  Fields , 

With  fpreaded  Bunn  ns,  fanning  foreign  Climes, 

"  ■ — * - tv  hat  do  they  P 

All,  all,  is  Impotence,  but  a  ding  right . 
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